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Editors’ Note

The word "Eclectic" signifies gathering ideas, styles, and influ-
ences from diverse sources, refusing to be confined to a single
approach. It is a celebration of variety, a tribute to the richness
that emerges when different perspectives converge

What makes a book unforgettable? Is it the ideas it explores, the
stories it tells, or how it sparks something within us? With im-
mense humility, we, on behalf of the Publication Cell of Sibsagar
Girls' College, present the special edition of ECLECTIC. This
book, true to its name, embraces that essence-bringing together

a collection of articles and research papers that defy uniformity
and instead thrive in their uniqueness.

This book is not just a compilation of articles and research pa-
pers-it is a meeting place for ideas that refuse to be ordinary.
Like a kaleidoscope, every page adds a unique piece to the big-

ger picture, each reflecting the diverse voices that contributed
to its creation.

When the first volume of ECLECTIC was published, it was
like planting a seed. With this,second volume, that seed has
grown more decadent, fuller, and alive than we imagined. Each
contribution brings its own flavour, and together, they create a
collection that is as varied as it is meaningful.

To the writers whose articles and papers enrich these pages-you
have made this book what it is. Your passion, insights, apd will-
ingness to share your work have been a gift, and we sincerely
appreciate your valuable contributions.




If you are looking for a book that keeps you tu'rning pages-not
because it follows a single thread but because it celebrates the

unexpected-then you are in the right place. Welcome to ECLEC-
TIC, Diamond Jubilee special edition, where ideas find expres-

sion and where every piece invites you to think, question, and
explore, keeping you intrigued and engaged.

Editors



General Introduction

This book brings together a range 0_f .articlcs, papers, and re-
views on varied topics written by individuals deeply engaged in
their areas of interest. The aim is to provide readers with mean-
ingful and thouglu-provokin}g corltht. that reflects .the depth of
knowledge and effort the writers contribute. Each plccc. explores
csscntiaf themes, presenting relevant anc.l valuable lc;eas for
today's readers. The topics covered are d1v§rse, ensuring that
the book appeals to thosc who appreciate dlfferer_lt approaches
and areas of study. This collection hlghl-lghts the importance of
sharing knowledge and ideas. The contributors' works represent
their dedication and sincere efforts to address significant sub-
jects. It is hoped that this book will encourage reflection, discus-
sion, and a more profound interest in the subjects presented.
Below we are presenting a detailed, theme-based categorization
which will give a clear picture of the diversity and depth of the
content, offering readers insights into the various academic ar-

eas explored in the book.

Language and Education

The paper "Development of Life Skills through Language Learn-

ing: A Case of Assamese-Medium Students in Assam, India"

by Dr Protim Sharma explores how language learning, specifi-

cally in Assamese-medium schools, can be leveraged to develop

crucial life skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, col-
laboration, communication, and empathy. The study highlights
students' challenges in rural Assam, including limited exposure
to modern educational tools and rote learning practices, and pro-
vides practical recommendations for educational reforms. It ar-
gucs that integrating a skills-based approach in the classroom
can empower students for real-world success and calls for better
I€sources and interactive methods to bridge gaps.



urs' Dr Lalita Bisen emphasiges the

significance of choosing soft and respeclrthI_glngtqage in every,
day interactions. She narrates a personal cl delll1 1n1\?rolvmg two
aunts-one whose offensive language alienated her from otpey,
and another who maintained dignity and re:spflct through her
words, earning admiration. The quthor eprpres ow language ,
powerful tool of human expression, carl either strengthen rejj.
tionships or cause irreparable harm. She contrasts h'arsh words'
immediate negative impact with thoughtful language's !Ong-term
positive effects. Ultimately, the article serves as a reminder that
our choice of words defines how others perceive us and the ha.

mony we create in our surroundings.

In her article, "Choic is YO

Barnali Lahkar’s study, "A Study on the Level of Education of
Tea Garden Women of Charaideo District of Assam," ex-
plores the educational status of women in tea gardens, revealing
that socio-economic constraints, parental attitudes, and inad-
equate educational infrastructure contribute to their low literacy
rates. Based on a survey of 50 women from Lengibari Tea Es-
tate, the study finds that 40% of respondents either never at-
tended school or dropped out, primarily due to financial diffi-
culties, parental disinterest, early marriage, and household re-
sponsibilities. Poor school facilities, lack of motivation, and tra-
ditional practices exacerbate the problem. The paper suggests
several measures, including awareness campaigns, scholarships,
open and distance education, and skill-based programs to en-
hance educafiqnai Cprorfunities for tea garden women. Despite
sovernment initiatives, the study, concludes that poor implemen-
:?;;‘;‘; and persistent socio-economic challenges hinder educa-

. PTOBICSS, necessitating targeted interventions for sustain-
able improvement.

Literature and Environmental Concerns

In thej h . I
Cir paper Safeguarding the Environment through Litera-



ture: An Analysis of Richard Powers's"The Overstory," Mr

Amarendra Mohanty and Maj. Dr Jayadeb Sahoo explores
the connection between nature and literature, highlighting how

literature shapes our perception of the ep_vironment. Environ-
mental literature, often called nature Writing or eco-literature,
addresses environmental issues and the natural world, serving
as a powerful tool for activism. Al{thors can gmplify the voices
of marginalised groups and nature itself, inspiring readers to act

on environmental concerns. As global environmental challenges

grow, literature offers a unique way to raise awareness and drive

action. Through Richard Powers's ' The Overstory,' the study
examines how literature can foster environmental conservation.
The novel's intricate plot and multidimensional characters illus-
trate storytelling's potential to evoke empathy, curiosity, and

action, emphasising the urgent need for environmental preser-
vation.

Mayashri Das, in her paper "A Study of Eco-critical Perspec-
tives in Anuradha Shrama Pujari's Eyat Ekhon Aranyo Asil,"
'explores the eco-critical themes in AnuradhaSarma Pujari's ac-
claimed novel "Eyat Ekhon Aranya Asil." The work examines
the human-nature conflict against the backdrop of ecological
destruction in Assam's Amchang Reserve Forest, highlighting
deforestation, urbanisation, and political negligence. By analysing
the novel's shift from a human-centred perspective to a nature-
focused narrative, the paper emphasises the role of Assamese
literature in fostering eco-conscicusness. Das also parallels other -
eco-critical works in Assamese literature, showcasing the region’s
rich tradition of addressing environmental concerns through
storytelling. The paper underscores the novel's significance as a
literary response to pressing ecological challenges and its rel-
evance to the global discourse on environmental sustainability.

Dr. Santana Dowarah Handique, in her essay titled #IRFS ol



CSTF %’SW @W W ﬁﬁ’ introduces the COIICept
f - tourism and offers an analytical discussion on this firg
Zsse;x?lesc eco-tourism novel, The author highlights how the

novel reflects a scientific pcrspcctivc‘ on natllllre ecr:og_sen.;atmn
while also addressing themes like patriotism, the €radication of

superstition, and blind beliefs.

Folklore, Gender and Social Issues

itled "Tribal Folklore Of Maharashtra : A Study Ip
Eelseﬂllc’ag:ﬁrbt;ﬂf)r.”Sanjay Pandit Kaml?lc anc.i Dr. Bhagyashri
Mallikarjun Patil, explores the rich tribal foll.dore of
Mabharashtra, focusing on the aesthetic aspects of various eth-
nic groups such as the Bhils, Gonds, Warlis, and I‘_Iohs’. It exam-
ines the intricate relationship between myths, rituals, music,
dance, and visual arts within these tribal communities, highlight-
ing how these elements shape their cultural identity and
worldview. The study delves into specific examples of folklore,
including creation myths, harvest festivals, and traditional art
forms like Warli paintings, emphasizing their role in preserving
and transmitting cultural values. The paper also discusses the
challenges faced in preserving these traditions in the modern era
and the efforts being made to document and promote tribal cul-
tures. Ultimately, the research underscores the importance of
understanding and safeguarding the aesthetic dimensions of tribal
folklore as a vital component of Maharashtra's cultural heri-

tage.” _ E it



study shows that these folktales are not just storytelling but

powerful tools for challenging injustice._
Probin Sarmah, in his article "Women in the Ahom Kingdom:

Governance, Diplomacy, and Cultural Preservation," enumer-
ates the Ahom dynasty, which ruled Assam for nearly six centu-
ries, holding a distinguished place in Indian history. Amidst the
tales of warfare, administration, and cultural consolidation, the
role of women-particularly queens and a noblewoman-cmerges
as a nuanced yet underexplored domain. This article examines
the multifaceted contributions of women in the Ahom king-
- dom, emphasising their influence on governance, diplomacy, and
cultural preservation. By analysing historical records, including
the Buranjis (Ahom chronicles), this research illuminates the

agency of Ahom women as pivotal actors in their time's
sociopolitical and cultural framework. Through their resilience

and adaptability, these women contributed to the Ahom dynasty's
sustenance and left an indelible mark on the cultural heritage of

Assam.

The paper titled "Unravelling the Representation of Homosexu-
ality in the Select Plays of Mahesh Dattani," by Sanskrita
Krishnatreya, critically explores the nuanced portrayal of ho-
mosexuality in Dattani's works. Through an analytical
study of plays like 'On a Muggy Night in Mumbai,' the paper
investigates the societal rejection and inner turmoil faced by
homosexual individuals in a patriarchal framework. It
emphasisesDattani's. courage in addressing taboo subjects, chal-
lenging the rigid normsﬁ-é'f'.heterbnéxmgtivity prevalent in In-
dian society. By spotlighting the marginalised, the paper high-
lights Dattani's use of drama as a medium for social change,

fostering awareness and dialogue.
Cultural Heritage, Identity and .'Presefltvh;tion
The paper "Unsung Heroes of North East India: An Analysis"



by Mrs Deepjonalee Bhuyan and Mr Plavan Bhuyan" highlights
lesser-known freedom fighters from the region who played cru-
cial roles in India's independence struggle. It aims to highlight
these figures, whose contributions have often been overlooked.
Based on secondary sources, the study examines the lives of
individuals like Mungri Mem, HaipouJadonang, ToganSangma,

and Madhu Malik, who resisted British rule through movements

pression, forced taxation, and cultural ero-

against colonial op
er recognition of

sion. The paper underscores the need for great
these forgotten heroes in India's historical narrative.

The paper by Dr Kritanjali Konwar titled "The Prospect Of
Assamese Handloom And Textile in The Context Of Cultural
Tourism" discusses the potential of Assamese handloom and
textiles in promoting cultural tourism in Assam. It highlights
the state's rich tradition of silk weaving, particularly Muga, Paat,
and Eri silks, and the significant role of handloom weaving in
Assam's economy. Despite challenges like blending inferior silk

with Muga and environmental threats to silk production, the
paper emphasises the importance of promoting these textiles as
s strategies to im-

a global tourist attraction. The author suggest
enhancing infra-

prove the industry, such as training weavers,
structure, and expanding export opportunities. The conclusion
stresses the need to preserve Assam's handloom heritage to boost

tourism and economic development

The =aper "Impact of Globalization on Culture” &ty Xakoli
balization reshapes cultures worldwide,

Baruah explores how glo
f'ideas and lifestyles but also threat-

promoting the exchange O
it encourages cross-cultural interac-

ening local identities. While1 ‘
tions, it contributes to cultural homogenization, especially

'?hro_ugh Western media and consumer culture. In India, global-
ization has altered fashion, entertainment, food habits, and fam-

ily values, often overshadowing indigenous traditions. This leads
to an identity crisis and a rise in consumerism, challenging tradi-



tional values. Despite these issues, globalization also sparks the
creation of new local traditions, reflecting a complex mix of
positive and negative cultural impacts.

Abhijit Barpuzari, in his article "Plans and Specifications for
the Natural Preservation of Rare Books or Manuscripts," writes
about how Manuscripts serve as evidence of facts, achievements,
ideas, and the necessary work that mus.t be undertaken, as well
as the theories that follow. They are vital for human progress
and guide younger generations over time. Thes-e documents must
be preserved for future generations.An an;hwe serves as a re-
pository for manuscripts. These manuscripts and documents
offer extensive information to historians; however, they can also
present challenges in terms of accessibility.

The paper titled ‘Mejankari the secondary host plant for the
Muga silkworm’ by Chitralekha Gogoi discusses, Litseacubeba’
(Mejankari), a (*Antheraeaassamensis*) which produces highly
prized "mejankari silk." This silk is superior to regular Muga silk
due to its durability and lustre, commanding a higher price. How-
ever, the cultivation of 'L. cubebs is declining because of low
seed germination rates and limited natural propagation. The
paper highlights the historical significance of this silk, especially
during the Ahom Dynasty, and its medicinal and industrial uses.
It calls for research into conservation, propagation techniques,
and the plant's genetic diversity to support sustainable silk pro-

duct:ion. ~
Scientific Research and Innovation

Gayatri Mohan, in her paper "Testing of the Starobinsky model
of f(R) Gravity in galactic scale,' explores howGalactic dynam-
ics remain a central issue in modern astrophysics and cosmol-
ogy, particularly in explaining the anomalous rotational curves
of galaxies. General Relativity struggles to account for these



anomalies without invoking dark matter. Modiﬁeq gravity theo-
ries, such as f{R) gravity, offer alternative explanations by modi-
fying the Einstein-Hilbert action. The Starobinsky model, one
of the most notable f{(R) gravity models, introduces a curvature
correction to General Relativity. In this work, we analyse galac-
(R) =R - prll (1 + 5_:)‘”]iant of the Starobinsky model

" and investigate whether it can of

fer insights into galaxy rotation curves without dark matter. The
- study highlights how this modification influences dark matter
interpretations and cosmological consequences on the galactic

scale.

Nanotechnology, explored by Pranjal Pankaj Baruah, in his ar-
ticle "Nanotechnology: The Tiny Revolution Shaping Our Fu-
ture" is the manipulation of matter at the atomic scale, offering
unique properties like increased strength, lighter weight, and
improved conductivity. It holds transformative potential across
industries, including medicine, which enables precise drug deliv-
ery, and electronics, which contributes to smaller, faster devices.
In energy, it enhances solar.and battery efficiency while offering
solutions for water purification and pollution control in the en-
vironment. However, ethical concerns around health risks, envi-
ronmental impact, and economic inequality require careful at-
tention. The future of nanotechnology promises groundbreaking

mnovations but requires responsible regulation and collabora-
tion ; e

r

Local Biodiversity and Conservation



biodiversity, especially visually and symbolically striking spe-
cies like the one-horned rhinoceros, golden langur, and great In-
dian hornbill, inspires folklore, art, and festivals, The paper also
examines the role of avian diversity in enhancing the region's
scenic beauty and its impact on eco-tourism, which supports
local economies. Despite their cultural and aesthetic value, these

species face threats like habitat loss, poaching, and climate
change, necessitating urgent conservation efforts,

The paper by Nibedita Baruah "Certain Aromatic Plants and
Their Medicinal Importance"explores the medicinal significance
of aromatic plants, which contain essential oils and biologically
active compounds. These plants have long been used in tradi-
tional medicine, food preparation, and religious and cosmetic
applications. In Assam, particularly among tribal communities,
aromatic plants continue to play a crucial role in healthcare de-
spite advancements in modern medicine. The study focuses on
the Abhoypur Reserve Forest in Sivasagar district, where vari-
ous ethnic groups rely on these plants for food, medicine, and
daily needs. The research documents the ethno-medicinal uses
of different aromatic plants through field visits and Interviews,
highlighting their therapeutic properties and cultural relevance.

In the paper "Plants of Botanical Curiosity Found in North-East

India" Priyakshi Buragohain explores unique plants in the re-

gion, emphasising their rare adaptations, modifications, and eco-

logical importance. With its diverse geography and climate,
North-East India is home to several endemic and endangered
species. The author lists 16 such plants, detailing their peculiari-
ties, abundance status, and conservation needs. These plant§ are
significant for botanical studies, local economies, and environ-
mental programs. The paper calls for effective conservation strat-
egies to prevent their extinction and ensure sustainable use.

o



i iterary and Theatrical Analysis

_ . ¢ - 1-1_pa1'atjivr-: ‘“Udy on g
. shik Bhoyan ‘A comj : >
The paper by Kau non in the Trial and Py,

C (-q L& B q t(-‘r"TlP.. I.){‘Cl] (1‘11(~
(- XI I C-_ v N L& Hw 1 - a4 1 F, ] ’}) ‘»:r] ()n

through a comparative study of :T'hcd'r[n?::c']s.))[{hiranz Kafka
and the TV series *Prison Break™. It discus: ]. CQn.Cgpt of
surveillance as both a tool for control and a ViOo ,atlolj of pr1x{acy’
drawing on Foucault's ideas on the Panopticon. 1I‘n The T_naljrf’
Joseph K. faces constant, unexplained surveillance, while iy
*Priscn Break®, Lincoln Burrows' wrongful mlpns.onn.}ent leads
to a larger conspiracy involving pervasive monitoring. Both
works highlight the impact of surveillance on personal freedom,
with *Prison Break® offering an escape, while *The Trial* pre-
sents a tragic, unresolvable entrapment. The paper concludesg
that surveillance remains a powerful, controlling force through-

out time and media.

In her paper "Exploring The Absurd Elements in Eugéne
Ionesco's Anti-Theater "The Bald Soprano", Pooja Bhuyan dis.
cusses the deconstruction of traditional theater through Ionesco's
absurdist play. She highlights how the play's circular structure
and illogical dialogue reflect the absurdity and meaninglessness
qf human existence, echoing themes from existential thinkers
Iike Camus and Sartre, Bhuyan explores how Ionesco uses lan-
guage to €xpose its failure as a tool for communication, with
_ Characters CLgaging in nonsensical, repetitre :'enversation;. The
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" tourism industry i the In

telling style. The papet discuss

es Das's significance as a story-

teller during the Ramdhenu €1a, examining his literary contribu-
tions, writing style major themes, and background influences.
: e W rk that explores Das's approach to realistic

- o and his importance in Assamese literature.

Tourism and Regional Development

cesrsre, AT S s[{G<4” Sanjay Das
gue. The writer tries t0 shed light on
and sustainable management of the
dian part of the Sundarban Delta. The

In his tasteful article

tells the story of 2 trqvelo
the holistic development

present model of Sundarban tourism can be ideal in the context

of the greater Brahmaputra Valley in Assam.
Philosophy and Belief Systems

In his article,"g® =< wsiaE" (Ghost and God" ,Dr Madine
Hazarika attempts to present traditional belief systems. Several

_ cases are presented here to establish the basis and logic of argu-

ments about beliefs about ghosts and gods.

The article "Fathers are the Sun and Mothers are the Moon"
by Kalyani N. Dubey explores the complementary roles of fa-
thers and mothers in a child's emotional and psychological de-
velopment. Like the sun, the father symbolises strength, guid-
ance, and resilience, while the mother, like the moon, represents
nurturing, emotional security, and intuition. Together, they cre-
atea balanced environment essential for a child's growth. The
article also touches on the astrological significance of this meta-
phor; linking the sun to leadership and identity (father) and the
moon to emotions and nurturing (mother), reinforcing their cos-
mic influence on a child's destiny.



Workplace and Well-being Studies

ir joi r titled "Does Workplace Spir‘ituality Lead-to
II{lalt;f:gr J\?&;;;-llzgﬁfg Among Healthcare Pr.ofesswnals: Examin-
ing the Role of Gratitude," Jyotsnali Chetla.a.nd P.rofessor (Dr)
Papori Baruah examine how workplace spirituality aﬁ”ect.s the
well-being of healthcare professionals qqd th'e role f)f gratlwde
in strengthening this link. Workplace splr:ltuahty, which includes
meaningful work and a supportive environment, can help re-
duce stress and burnout in high-pressure healthcare settings. The
study uses PLS-SEM to analyse data from healtl?c{are profes-
. sionals in Assam, India. Results show a strong positive connec-
tion between workplace spirituality and well-being, with grati-
-tude further enhancing this effect. Organisations should promote
spiritual fulfilment to improve employee well-being and job -

This book, therefore, presents a vibrant assortment of ideas,
offering readers a rich and varied intellectual experience in one
go. The articles and papers within its pages are designed to keep
readers engaged, offering a refreshing break from monotony.
Instead of being confined to a single theme, which can some-
times feel tedious, this eclectic mix énsures that there is some-"
thmg for everyone. Whether it's exploring language, culture, so-
cial issues, or the environment, the diversity of topics will in- -
Vigorate the reader's mind. This thoughtful compilation prom-
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e ot of Life skills
ugh Lang" gese..Medium

fAssam )
A Case Ol e esalh, india

Dr. Protim Sharma
.. one of the most

where 1€SOUICES and in-
he most vital skills for

life skills—competencies that extend beyond
i thinking, problem-solv-

nd communication. In Assam, where
gction in many schools, devel-
learning presents a unique op-
between academic knowl-

ing, collaboration, 2
Assamese is the medium of 1nstr

oping life skills through language
portunity for students to bridge the gap
edge and practical, real-world applications.

This article examines the role of language learning in develop-
ing life skills among Assamese-medium students. Through ex-
ploring the challenges these students face and the potential of
language education as a tool for life skill development, the ar-
iﬁéﬁrég;;sstigit. ffostetriing a skills-based approach within tile class-
ifican ' abili :
complexities of life inytg:pjlcstt Sct::lx:lt{:::jtf Ebility to navigate fe

Th -
e Educational Atmosphere for Assamese-Medium Students

Assam, a north 1
castern state in India, is a region rich in cultural

/12411
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. l (J 2 LT
hen'tage and home to a diverse pQ ianon ‘The eth tion sys-

tem in the state, especially in rura \aféas is often ch ractensed
by its reliance on Assamesc as the pnmary*medmm of instruc-
tion. This unique cultural context, while-providing a sense of
linguistic identity and cultural pride, also presents specific chal-
lenges when integrating students into a more globalised world
where English is the dominant communication medium.

= ,." D:amonﬁ‘.lubrléiec:al Edition

In many Assamese-medium schools, the focus is predominantly
on academic achievements, with less attention given to devel-
oping practical life skills. In most cases, the curriculum prioritises
rote learning and theoretical knowledge, with limited interac-
tive or experiential learning scope. Furthermore, Assamese-me-
dium students in rural areas often face a lack of exposure to
modern educational tools and methodologies, such as digital learn-
ing platforms, interactive group discussions, or peer collabora-
tions. This lack of exposure hinders their ability to develop criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving abilities, as these tools and
methodologies are essential for fostering these skills in a 21st-
century context.

Despite these challenges, language learning in Assamese-medium
schools holds significant potential to cultivate essential life skills.
Language, after all, is not just a means of communication but a
tool for thinking, reasoning, and connecting with others. As stu-
dents learn their native language, they acquire vocabulary and
grammar and develop cognitive and social skills that are crucial
for their personal and professional grthh.

The Role of Language Learnmg in Developmg Life Skills

Language learning is an mherently multlfaceted process that,
when taught effectively, can contribute 31gmﬁcantly to develop-
ing life skills, The language classroom, especially in Assamese-
medium education, can become a space where students create a

-
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d far beyond language Profi.
plore how language learning
Assamese-medium Studentg

range of competencies tha.t exten

ciency. The following sections €X

can foster essential life skills among
ing Skills

1. Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

es students to think critically anqg

itiple perspectives. Students are

challenged to interpret texts, identlf_)"key tggrzfsséuasgisz\gb?
their arguments through reading, writing, 4 fren learn i tI:VI
ties. For Assamese-medium students, who © d‘;ﬂ thinklin l(:.lr
mother tongue, using language as a tool for deep 'tllllg e-
comes even more effective because they can engage with con-
tent more intuitively and personally.

Language education encourag
analyse information from mu

One example of this can be found in literature-based activities.
When Assamese-medium students read local folktales, poems,
or stories, they are not only exposed to the rich cultural heritage
of their region. They are also encouraged to analyse these texts'
moral lessons. For instance, a story about a hero overcoming
adversity can inspire students to develop problem-solving skills
by considering how the character approached challenges and what
lessons can be applied to their lives. Similarly, a poem that pre-
sents a' complex issue can stimulate critical thinking as students

. This learning method encour-

ages a deeper, more thoughtful €ngagement with content and

nurtures critical thinking,

2. Collaboration and Social Interaction
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allow students to practice these skills,

In rural arcas of Assam, where students often belong, (o tight,
knit communitics, the ability to communicate effectively within
a group is essential. For example, an Assamesc-medinm clagy-
room discussion on a current event, a local issue, or even a his-
torical topic allows students to articulate their thoughts in their
native language, listen to others, and engage in respectful dia-
logue. This process enhances ¢ ommunication and helps students
learn to appreciate diverse viewpoints and work together to ar-

rive at a shared understanding,
3. Empathy and Emotional Intelligence

Language learning also plays a significant role in the develop-
ment of emotional intelligence, which is essential for students
to navigate social interactions and relationships. In Assamcsc-
medium classrooms, the focus on stories and narratives from
local culture provides opportunities for students to conncct
emotionally with the characters and situations dcscribed. By
discussing these stories, students can better understand the emo-
tions and motivations of others, which fosters empathy.

An example is the teaching of Assamese folktales, where char-
acters often face moral dilemmas or must choose between right
and wrong. These tales engage students with cultural values and
provide them with the tools to understand the emotional di-
mensions of different situations. When students discuss these
narratives, they practice identifying emotions, cxpressing their
feelings, and learning how to respond to others' emotions in a
supportive manner.

4. Communication and Presentation Skills

Language education inherently promotes the development of
communication skills. Through storytelling, presentations, and
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: ; improve their ability to €Xpregs
oup discussions, students can ; .
gemielves clearly and confidently. I{ldtzleaé:f’:?;:seﬁedmm
vide or sty
text, the language classroom pro .
Sgit: to practice speaking in front of ot'hers w1t!1;)lut the pres.
sure of switching to a second language, like English.

For Assamese-medium students, having a stfor_lg command of
their native language can significantly boost their cpn.ﬁdence in
communication. This confidence is key not only in academj,
settings but also in their future careers, where .clea:r and effective
communication is essential. Whether presenting a class Project
or engaging in informal conversations, students learn how to stryc.

ture their thoughts and convey their ideas coherently and per-
suasively. '

Challenges to Effective Life Skills Development in Assamese-
Medium Education

‘While the potential for language learning to develop life skiils is
Clear, the educational system in Assam faces several challenges
in fully realising this potential. One of the primary issues is stu-
dents' limited exposure to practical, real-world applications of
the la.nguage. Often, Assamese-medium students are taught in
1solation from the globalised world, which can hinder thejr abil-
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corporate life-skill-focused teaching strategies into their language
curriculum. Additionally, the limited availability of English-

medium resources can also pose a challenge, as many global
trends and practices in education are based on English.

Furthermore, cultural resistance often exists to shifting from tra-
ditional, rote learning methods to more interactive and skills-
oriented approaches. In many Assamese-medium classrooms,
the focus remains on grammar and textbook-based learning,
which may not always encourage critical thinking or problem-
solving skills. Overcoming this resistance and embracing a more
holistic, skills-based approach to language learning will require
significant policy and grassroots changes.

Language learning is a powerful tool for developing life skills
that can help Assamese-medium students face the challenges
of modern life. By integrating critical thinking, collaboration,
= empathy, and commumcatlon sk:llls into the language curricu-

NV1ronm 'fn:?\jﬁa ere language learning is not just
ring "Mﬁ‘ and vocabulary but also about pre-
 complexities of life. By doing so,
.“_ﬁ w ] be better positioned to become
: tho can contribute to the growth
"u unities and beyond.
11
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Choice is Yours

Dr. Lalita Bisen

‘Words are free. It'’s how you use them that may cost you.’
- Kipling Williams

Humans wish to lead a cherished life full of success,love, affec-
tion, peace, etc. But life doesn’t provide anything for free. Those
who wish to have a perfect life have to make many choicesat
various time intervals. Our choice decides our path and navi-
gates us to a certain destination. Most of the time, life puts us in
such challenging situations where choosing a particular thing/
person/situation gets difficult. The ‘to be or not to be’ thought
bewilders us to such an extent that choosing one particular thing
seems taxing. Keeping aside challenging situations, simple daily
life choices seem arduous for some.

Out of all the choices, according to me, using soft words/lan-
guage seems casier as well as beneficial as compared to making

tough choices.

What are words? Why choosing soft words seem an easier choice
as compared iv other choices?

Words/language is the powerhouse of human expression, a pow-
erful drug used by mankind. It has the power to keep people
intact as well as separate them. The words/language one uses
Create an instant impact on the listenerand show its repercus-
sions in a moment. Other choices- exercising daily, taking less
stress, avoiding procrastination, etc. - the list is endless, may
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take time tO exhibit 1:l}ci1‘1 P e
time and show their impact 11
met my maternal aunts at a family

four years, I .
Recently, after four Y¥4Ch "ichighly educated and a retireq

: ' st aul
gathering. My }Oungc;rheld her in high regard and knew her as
to help others, a person

sovernment employee. d
I womarn, always 1ready : 1
irfgf;g;gg?ggj: of humour, and many other admirable quali-
ties.

[ was about to greet her, enquire about her health, Well-bging
and other matters, but before I couldinitiate the conversation,
she started yelling on her granddaughterin a shrill, ca_COphonous
tone. What surprised me more was not her loud voice but her
choice of words. The nasty, derogatory words used by her.were
competent enough to restrict me from starting a conversation. I
was shocked by the slang language used by her which reflected
the traits ofan uncultured, uncivilized society and family. The

gir] for whom those obscene words were used became morose

as she had done nothing to warrant it.

Feeling embarrassed, she left the placewith a heavy heart. I1ooked
at others for their reaction. Everybody seemed shocked but no-
body reaa§d. Throughout the day, I noticed my aunt using slang
and repeating the same insulting behaviour with different people,
irrespective of their age and relation. This attitude and behaviour
tensed the entire atmosphere.

;,ua;; Iancglzﬁo know that she had been using disgusting lan-
ot og'htpémh for many days. My distant relative, on a
bomtec out to her that she was using very degraded
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usage.

At tghe end of the day, I pondered over the repercussions of her
Janguage use and realized that her words shook every family
member and maligned her identity. Her educational and work-
place achievements had converted her into an egoistic person
who, under superiority complex, wrongly considered it right to
use foul language and loud noise.

Contrary to her was the approach of my elder aunt. Although

they were real sisters, but the behaviour was drastically differ- -
ent. I don’t remember seeing her using any kind of despicable

words in any context. She was always decent, soft-spoken, and

used respectful words/language. Even when angry, she main-

tained her poise, used proper language and tone.

When I evaluated the behaviour of both aunts, I found that the
youngest aunt had spoiled her image and identity due to the
usage of improper language. All those who liked her earlier

avoided conversation with her due to fear that she might quarrel
for nothing.

Human natire can change anytime under the influence of van- -
ous circumstances. Love, affection, respect, optimistic surround-
ing, negative situations, etc. create their own impact. Sometimes
we cannot control the situation and feel handicapped. Changed
circumstances create both positive and negative traits in a
person’s personality. It i1s not necessary that only positive cir-
cumstances can lead to positive personality. It can have a nega-
tive impact also, as can be seen in the case of my youngest
aunt. She had become arrogant, rude and insensitive due to her
achievements. She had many choices in front of her. She could
choose to be soft-spoken and more understanding, which would
have elevated her respect in everybody’s eyes, as using harsh
versus soft words, being rude versus sympathetic, choosing wisely
to lead a peaceful life or choosing foolishly and being under stress
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Words are the power
{ as the listener. By using soft
Words, yq,

of the speaker as wel
can boost morale of someone, create self-confidence, m k
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a

person feel better, and create a belief that people unde
them. Decent languagecreates an optimistic and growth-g “Stang
environment, encourages positive and COnstrﬁen_ted

» Cthe

conversations,strengthen relationships, etc.

The language we use in communication can d i

Sil:nq;faghtgoapd outcome of interactions. The fgggi;ﬂugn i
B ctad Ie;glii soft words ensures that people feel valued e
St ’e xmninge tgl b.etter rapport and mutual trust. A perand
S s eir own behaviour, how they feel w}ioIl
S y with them. They should treat oth’ers :;1

EaCh of us has 5 o
up to us. Otherggvtﬂtlw 0 distinct choices to make. What '
whichever choicé Surely have influence on (;u h FO dos
we make we will have to fac:: (t:home’ o

e conse-

quences, as everythi
choices we make g that happens to us is the reflection of th
. e
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A Study on the level of Education of
Tea Garden Women of
Charaideo District of Assam

Barnali Lahkar

Introduction :

Educating a child today is making a strong nation for tomorrow.
The tea tribe community people spread in different areas through-
out the state of Assam which form a major percentage of popu-
lation in Assam. Assam literacy cannot achieve 100 percent-
age, unless all the children receive education. According to Ar-
ticle 21-A of the Indian Constitution, both the Union as well as
. itaﬁ Srovemment is responsible for providing free and compul-
" ‘*’sory educatlon to, the children of age group of 6 to 14 years.
~ Despit of'manyigovemmental initiatives some community
| qs 0 1e esp ma]lyhthe tea tribe community of Assam still lag-
_ging and the govemmental policies are unable to reach the de-
- sirec «:.o’ f‘"ili- e, they are unable to gain higher social sta-
,_ :'_7 __. ‘-PIG‘ ansh‘f;a,gg.gm behmd their lower literacy rates.
| 1€ fa e],at'e__':tdd‘mdlwdual level and some other at
Inity. ;Therefor , their problems must be identified
‘thh W rell esearch m order to locate and solve their problem in
~order to. uﬂ p:anhealthylcommumty
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Objectives of Study

evel of education of the tea-garden women.
in education of the tea-garden women.
for improving their educational status.

i. To study the
ii. To study the problems
iii. To suggest measures

Significance of the study

esent study is significant because the majorities of the
n community are engaged in the tea indus-
Moreover, the Govt. of India along
t is committed to provide free and
ildren from 6 to 14 years of age.
know the level of educa-
the educational

The pr
women of tea garde
try on a daily wage basis.
with the state governmen
compulsory education to all ch
Therefore it is very much important to
tion, causes of dropout and how to improve

status of the tea garden women.

Methodology of the Study

The method used for the present study is the descriptive survey
method. The present study-is conducted through the collection
of both primary and secondary data. For collection of primary
data, a self-structure interview schedule is used. Data was col-
lected from 50 tea garden women of Lengibar Tea Estate of

Charaideo District of Assam.

Level of education : -
Table 1.5 Level of Education of the respondents.

Level of education |Number of respondents Percentage
Primary education 10 20 %
Secondary education 12 24%
Higher education 08 16%
No Education 10 20%
Drop Out 10 20%
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Table 1 revealed that 20% of the respondgnts ;x;;e in pnma.ry
class, 24% were receiving secondary educat.lon 0 ;vere receiy.
ing higher education. 20% have never recewgd agyf ormal edy.
cation and other 20% have left their education before comple.

tion.

Table 2: Causes of Drop-outs and non-attending school.

Causes No. of respondents Percent_aig?_
Medium of instruction 0

Financial problem 5 10%
Parents’ negative attitude 7 14%
Marriage 5 10% S 10%
Pregnancy and child-birth 3 6%
Other reason 0

Table 2 revealed that out of 40% respondents who have never
attend school and have left the school, the table shows that
majority of students have left education because of parents’
negative attitude. 10% of them were facing financial problem

and 10% left school due to marriage and 6% due to pregnancy
and child birth, :

Educational Status :
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going children. Also parents’ attitude towards girls’ education is
unfavourable. FFrom an early age gitls are engaged in different
household activities. They are employed in money earning jobs
in the tea gardens. As both the parents work, so in the absence
of their mothers, the girls have to look after almost all the re-
sponsibilities of family life including taking care of younger sib-
lings. Hence they have no time for study and for that matter
attending schools. As a result they perform poorly in examina-
tions and most girls leave study without completion. So the drop-
out rate 1s high among them. Even if some of them wish for
education, their home and social environment is not good for
education. Higher education is not possible for most of them.
Due to poverty, parents are interested in engaging their gitls in
money earning jobs. Another important factor of unwillingness
among girl students to go to school is because of lack of ad-
equate facilities and poor infrastructure of educational institu-
tions, they do not get motivated. The practice of alcoholism in
many ways place an obstacle and has an adverse effect on fe-
male education. Due to the tradition of early marriage among
the tea tribe community, girls are deprived of taking education.
Besides all these government’s apathy towards quality educa-
tion among them is another aspect of their poor status in the
field of education.

'Suggesfions :
1. Educational awareness campaigns should be organised spe-

cially in the remote areas to make the people conscious and .
aware about the need and importance of education.

2. Importance should be given to open and distance education,
50 that working women also can receive education.

3 Awareness a.'bout family planning should be made among the
tribal community. As the elder son/daughter has to leave school
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Due to the poor socio econo
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safeguarding the Environment

through Literature :
An Analysis of Richard
Powers's The Overstory

Amarendra Mohanty
Maj. Dr. Jayadeb Sahoo

Introduction :

In a world where environmental degradation continues to rise,
literature has become one of the best means of awareness, rais-
ing urgent calls to action in literature. The writer can make the
reader reflect on the world and the position of the person within
it, often compelling them to question their relationship with
nature. Among those, however, was environmental literature
known as eco-literature for that matter front and centre as a
genre in the portrayal of the natural world but also riffs on eco-
logical crises in advocacy for preservation and stewardship. Ri-
chard Powers's Pulitzer Prize-winning Novel' The Overstory' is,
truly, one of the greatest examples of how literature can raise
awareness of the eavironment. It stands not only for its
storytelling but also to challenge readers to act toward protect-
ing nature. Its very interlinked narrative structure, unfolds a full
discussion on the relationship of humans to nature, pleading
that people take some action toward protecting nature's natural
world from destruction. This paper examines the relationship
of literary work to environmental activism and how narration is
used to expose its effectiveness in campaigning for ecological
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protection.

Eco-Literature as Environmental Advocacy

in which the beautiful and

Eco-literature forms a unique genre :
fragile, complex nature of the carth 18 portrayed. Under this sub-

category of literature, the writers devise §torles that are n(I)t 9”13’
concerning nature but also encompass 1SsUcs of the ecological
type, including the losses of tree'culmres, climate _change,_ gtnd
species extinction. These narratives from the writers initiate
thoughts within the minds of readers as concerns their own ex-
ertions on the environment. Eco-literature cafl touch the hearts,

create environmental awareness, and prompt collective action.

The novel wove its tales of trees and how their existence plays

a significant role in human survival. The environmental mes-

sage becomes starkly evident that the exploitation of natural
resources to. people's alienation from nature, it is unsustainable.
Literature makes this work because it generates emotions and

connects one to things that he or she may otherwise not be able
to focus or identify with.

Richard Powers's '"The Overstory' : An Ecological Epic

The Overstory is more than just a novel, it epitomises an envi-
ronmeqtal myth where nine distinct lives are narrated to a great
degree in relation to trees. It touches on the negative side of
mankind but acknowledges and places the way of nature in a
@gher regard w.hﬂst' writing, It teaches a special direction that
1ml?1bes dfzterm.lnau.on, however, for each of these factors in
their relationship with trees, though ultimately goes into one
. realisation that the environment is in trouble a d ]
G e oS nd something must
‘about it. This allowed Powers to co .
the environment Eiyconcetns abov!
: Personally. He expressed th
emotionally and spirityally at humans relate
y to nature through the two main char-
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acters' processes. It is through this interrelation between human
life and nature that The Overstory makes environmental pro-
tection both existentially necessary and presents it as a funda-
mental requirement rather than a duty.

The author emphasises that the trees have their histories, not
just sets for human activity. The purpose of eco-literature is to
encourage the voices that are ignored, including those of nature
itself, and this narrative shift gives voice to the environment.
Powers develops a sense of kinship with the environment through
the use of rich, intricate fiction that allows readers to experi-
ence the awe and beauty of the trees.

Themes of Activism and Environmental Preservation

The aspect of activism is one of the key ideas in the novel The
Overstory. The novel makes it clear that some of the characters
in the novel become environmentalists and go out into the streets
to participate in rallies, act in civil disobedience, and fight for
various campaigns for the protection of the forests. Representa-
tive members of such bio criticism - Olivia Vandergriff or Patricia
Wester Ford, for example - are the ones who deserve praise for
the change accomplished by the eco-literature. They set out as
mundane persons, but the things around them influence them
so much that they become active participants. It says inore about
American environmental movements, in particular, the fight to
save ancient forests in the Northwest. By drawing such parallels, -
Powers's writing fills the void between the imaginary and the
practical, affirming that imagination can provoke actions in the
real world. Indeed, one thinks about how, rather than giving a
passing thought to an environmental crisis, one can make up a
strategy against it. It challenges the human-centred approach
that has contributed to ecological degradation and advocates
~ for a reorientation of humanity's perspective toward a more eco-
centric worldview.
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mentalism can take root. In our current cra of ccological crisis,
it is literature such as The Overstory that serves to remind us
that storics can encourage all sorts of action and particularly so
when we widen our circles of empathy out from oursclves and
our own times in the present to include other beings and future
generations. Writers can change hearts and minds, and

storytelling is vital in the cultural transformation required to

protect our planct.

Literature Review @

Stewart Garrett in his paper 'Organic Reformations in Richard
Powers's The Overstory'aims to explain how the novel "The

Overstory" by Richard Power explores the important connec-
tion between people and nature. He shows how then oveluse

sits structure and language to make us see how every thing in

nature-is linked ,just like the characters and stories. Further to

this, the paper refers to how the characters in the novel change,

getting more passionate for the environment, and how the au-

thor uses words and phrases to help us understand the messages

of nature. Powers is found to use a remarkable "organic form"

and an interweaving narrative structure that artfully reflect the
intricacies inherent in nature, ending with the great theme of
interconnectedness. His distinctive and poetic writing style, as
well as the skilful use of recurring motifs,” contribute much to
the impact of the navel as literature. The transformation of char-
‘acters into ecological passion|is conducted as a literary journey
from individualism to collective purpose within the scope of
the message of the work. This makes Language a pivotal link
between humans and the natural world to read into the things
of nature. The story then elaborates with some clever language
and botanical knowledge to convey.a deeper ecological point
which in turn pulls the reader even deeper.

ol
T
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. dv titled The Overstory : ard Poy.
II? ﬂ..l Clsutl-];gir in-depth examination of Rlcharfl Powers' "The
ers. rorﬂf « Dr. M. Raja yishwanathan and Jismy K. Josepp
Overstor)y d's role and her groundbreaking sty .

. hlight Patricia Westerfor g
highlig ns and communication of trees. The authgy

jes on the emotio : ‘
creates a comparison of carly Western scicnce with the work of
jadish Chandra Bose, the scientist who beheved.that plants had

entical to humans. The quotation throws light

emotions almost id ‘
| investment 11 research and her employ-

on Westerford's total
ing, among other things, gas chromatography-mass spectrom-

etry to demonstrate that trees are social beings and can signal
each other about dangers. These results challenge the traditional
picture of trees being merely passive entities and stress their
interdependence. T he writer also realizes the difficulties
Westerford confronts

in her struggle for scientific recognition,
particularly because of her womanhood. This indicates that even

the general issues faced by scientists and green activists who
have been trying to warn the world of the forthcoming climate
Cat.aStI'fE)phe but their alerts were mainly neglected. Here, the
writer is cox:nparing the problems of Westerford with those of
other scientific colleagues like Dan Shechtman who were ex-
posed to dgubt before proving their findings. Therefore, the com-
mentary gives an account of the resistance to the introduction
ZZ 1? fre?h idea in the scientific community. Moreover, the cita-
eva iti ot 1 ’

o 1131:1;: ;ile critique of scientific partiality charges by Pow-
oty es a need for a balanced method of study with

chision of literature and humanities. As 1t it al
proposes that the research of AR
may be resolved not only b e oncetiical cemSt
review of "Th y by science. On one hand, it is a mixed

: e Overstory," which exhibits i : .

science, natur Y W its its major themes like
Rich, ¢ and societal biases. Al ide i
\ichard Powers as an activist h. i Ongs}de is the portrayal of
tonship between the environn-lW =tlonging for aunified rela-
fakes note of the author's b; ent and man." The article further
hints C author's bias issues in the sci

at the possibility that scie in the science sector and

nce can be brought together with
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literature and humanities. The statement that caq be drawn from
the whole novel is that science, nature and social problemg are
rarely mixed in a way that would force you to think.

Research Mcthods and Approach

This study employs literary analysis ag its prima
method, aiming to explore and interpret the theme ,
characters, and narrative techn}ques present in '"The
The chosen research approach is qualitative, €mphasis;j
depth examination of the novel's content rather tha
tive data collection.

To identify and analy§e pertinent themes,' The Oy
derwent multiple .readlngs, with a particular fo
relating to the environment, nature,

eI'StOIy' un-

Cus on themes
human—nature relationships,
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. ion to human lives. For instap
cﬂ-,ph.asising the:t glci::;ﬁt e. and Avatar, a g‘?‘&fedw:agg’,

:shit the 1;:_‘;foun ond bctf’;’;:?cggxﬁitn:dziss 0?' Ielatural
highligl) ovel ¢?‘F’10r.esint;1 fll‘IChiVGS through Nicholas ﬁgﬁ'

a which illustrate the ms

ctivism is another key theme
d's transformation from Sci’-
exemplified ™ aaﬁer discovering trees’ ability 0 communj.
¢ characters efforts to protect for.
civil disobedience. -

n
3 Onmental a

.  Envir
tricate Web 00 10 icia Westerfor

destructive impact of human activi.
used by deforestation

o addresses the :
devastation ca
toll on the characters,

Powers als e

ties, vividly dep! _ :

in the Redwood Forest and 1ts emotional toll on ti .

This destruction underscores modern humanity's disconnection
nment challenged by characters like Olivia

from nature, a detac ; .
nsformative reconnection with

Vandergriff, who experiences a tra :
the environment. The novel underscores the ethical responsibil-
ity of stewardship, with characters embodying the commitment

to preserve forests and highlighting the moral obligation to pro-
tect the planet.

By contrasting the fleeting nature of human existence with the
longevity qf trees, such as the millennia-spanning redwoods,
Powers invites readers to consider the long-term consequences
(c;i Fhelr actions. Despite its depiction of environmental degra-
angc;l;; t'cl)'iefg\;rt:tory offers hope, l?gruaymg efforts to replant
RN e narra:i symbols of resilience and the potential for
reiagin | rative ultimately serves as a powerful call to
umanity's relationship with the natural world and

embrace the role of environmental stewardship

In "I‘he O'Vers .
t ]
Tonmental thercl)lg’ uI;tl; ga-fndarrPoYvers skilfully weaves these envi-
ative that challenges readers to 1€-
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flect on their relationship with the natural world. Through the
novel's intricate characters and their journeys, Powers explores
the profound interconnectedness between humans and nature,
urging us to consider our role as stewards of the environment.
Let's explore how "The Overstory' has had an impact on envi-
ronmental discourse, activism, and its reception among critics,
environmentalists, and the general public, as well as any real-
world initiatives or movement sit has inspired :

Influence on Environmental Discourse and Activism:

Increased Environmental Awarceness : "The Overstory' has
played a significant role in raising environmental awareness
among readers. Its vivid portrayal of the natural world and the
interconnectedness of ecosystems has prompted many to re-
evaluate their relationship with the environment.

PromotionofTreeConservation: The novel's focus on treesas
central characters has contributed to a heightened interest in
tree conservation and the vital role of forests in mitigating cli-
mate change.

Inspiration for Environmental Activism : The novel has in-
spired individuals to become more engaged in environmental
activism. Readers have been moved to take action to protect
trees and forests, whether through tree-planting initiatives, pro-
tests against deforestation, or support for conservation .
organisations.

Environmcntalists' Praise : Environmentalists and conservation-
1sts have lauded the novel for its accurate portrayal of ecologi-

cal concepts and its ability to convey the urgency of environ-
mental issues. ' |

w»k

VariedReaderResponses: While many readers

. and environmen-
tal enthusiasts have praised the novel for it

S environmental
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exity have led to mixed reactiong

e readers have found it challeng-

and compl
hile others have struggled with

s length
themes, its 1engt | public. Som

nera
among the gene .
ing but altimately rewarding, W

jts narrative structurc.

it tivcsandMOVGments : e
Real-WorldInitia '"The Overstory'hasinspiredtree-

cc-PlantingCalllpaign§: . pi
Tlx;mtingcampaignsinvarlousreglons._ Communities and
6 d tree-planting events to promote

organisations have organisc )
reforestation and combat deforestation.

Forest Conservation Efforts : Some environmental organisations
have used the novel as a platform to raise funds and awareness
for forest conservation projects. This includes efforts to protect

old-growth forests and fragile ecosystems.

Novel Clubsand Discussions: Numerous novel clubs and read-
ing groups have chosen The Overstory' as a discussion topic.
These discussions often lead to conversations about environmen-

tal responsibility and activism.

: ¢
g:;a%(::g Prograltnfs + Educational institutions have incorpo-
dea aboer ;’ef§t0ry into their curricula, using it to teach stu-
o avironmental literature, ecology, and the role of
= aore i environmental advocacy ’ i

e Overstory' |
; ory hgs. had a profound impact on environmental
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ing it a significant contribution to both literature and environ-
mental advocacy. -

Conclusion:

This research explores the strong impact of Richard Powers's
The Overstory on environmental discussions and activism. By
looking closely at the novel's themes, symbols, and messages
about the environment, as well as its effect on critics, environ-
mentalists, and the public, it is clear that The Overstory holds
an important place in environmental literature.

The main findings highlight how powerful literature, especially
The Overstory, can be in encouraging environmental protection.
The novel's ability to give trees a voice and show how all life is
connected has made readers more aware of the need to care for
the planet. The recognition it has received, including the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction, shows its Tole in helping people understand
environmental issues and take action.

The impact of The Overstory goes beyond its literary value. It
has inspired tree-planting efforts, supported environmental ac-
tivism, and sparked discussions about how we can protect the
environment. It proves that literature can change the way we
think, build empathy, and inspire action.

. Looking ahead, it becomes apparent that tbe relationship of lit-
erature to environmental protection is worth exploring further.
Future studies can compare The Overstorywith other environ-
mentally focused novelto determine what makes some works
especially powerful in conveying their environmental messages.
Understanding readers' responses toThe Overstoryand how it
might change their actions over time may provide insight into
its impact over time. Another area of study could be how the
novel likeThe Overstorycan be used in' environmental educa-
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A Study of Ecocritical Perspectives in
Anuradha Shrama Pujari's Eyat Ekhon
Aranyo Asil -

Mayashri Das

-Eco-criticism 1s one of the literary and cultural theories that
explore the linguistic and literary representation of the physical
environment. The area of ecocriticism in literature which started
as an Anglo-American literary movement is now acknowledged
in many other countries, including India. Writings on ecology
and nature are not new in Indian literature. Starting from an-
cient literature like Veda, Purana, Sangam literature, Doha, Pad,
and various short stories up to the literature of the contempo-
rary period carried the portrayal of human-nature relationships.
And among this reservoir of Indian Literature, works on
Assamese Language and culture also have an important place in
contribution to the field of ecological literature.

The area of ecocriticism which initially started as an Anglo-
American literary trend later spread to all over the world. In
case of Indian literary traditions this area of study paved a way
to develop new perspective in literary analysis. Specifically, the
regional literary works from the reservoir of Indian literature
holds a strong affinity towards ecological environment. In such,
the literary works in Assamese also offers a plethora of gems in
respect to the ecological literacy.

Contempora,neously, a good number of Assamese novelists write
novel on the basis of eco-critical perspective cautiously. In nov-
§ls like Xukula hatir khuj(2012) Prabhat Goswami draws atten-
tion towards human and elephant conflict. Rumyang(2016) by
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— novel based ;)I;: thf];:gfl 'ij'forest |
Gobin kuma e novel Bya an Aran
ia', Jadav I; gﬁf Pujari discovers herself in bemezg
man, nature, and city-lii_'”e. This novel is ba§ed
. the backdrop of eviction in Amchang Reserve, Guvyal}'atl.
in the al research analysis on Anuradha Sharma Pujari's Tyat
In ccocrlticd © (Anviksha, Department of ‘Assamese,
2021, p.85-93, 1. Das placed ap

Ekhon Aranya Asil Vol VI
' " 1 (0] ’
Dibrugarh University, spect to the eco-conscious.

extensive analysis of the novel 1n 1€
ness and eco literacy. N
In addition, there are some more works on Assamese Literature

have done by the researchers.

from the perspective ecocritism ; .
Such as, Dr. Gitirekha Bhuyan's research article The Reflection
of Ecocriticism in the stories of Gobinda Prasad Sarma: A Criti-
cal Analysis(SSRG-1THSS, Vol 7 Issue - 4, 2020, p94-96) dis-

cusses on exploitation on natural resources and €Co-conscious-

ness in her research.

The novel Eyat ekhon aronya asil by Anuradha Sharma Pujari
is a masterpiece in Assamese literature published in the year
2018 and won the prestigious Sahitya Akademy Award in 2021.
This novel has been translated into English under the titleThe
Forest Wails by Bhaswati Parasar published by Walnut Publica-

tion in 2021. The central setting of the novel is set on a real
ecologlcfﬂ area which concerns with the ecological destruction
glf aifin:ﬁlc;gplzgres: gf Assam, India. The author successfully

sented some major i
central themes and characte?sajoot?tlhiulis)\z:fl‘ O

The setting :

Assaf;fttlﬁgt?g :ﬁ:me_l 1s placed in a real ecological region of

The Amsitg Fopo hl_ng forest and nearby areas of Guwahati.

Wildlife Sanctya -WI i Wwas later recognised into Amchang

Asta, Tofs 1. ¥ 15 located in the eastern side of Guwahati
- 1115 a habitat of Mmany rare and endangered spe:
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cies of birds and animals. This forest faced a massive deforesta-

tion and exploitation which now holds a land arca of 78.64 Sqliarc
kilometresat present time. In the novel, the Author A, Pujari
highlights on various rcasons such as population burst due to
cconomic immigration, advancement of the metro city Guwahati
towards the forest arca, and political motives which lead to a
massive and rapid dcforestation of Amchang Forest.

Narrative of the novel

The narrative of the novel takes a gradual shift from an anthro-
pocentric attitude to a more nature centric version. At first the
story centres more on the human miseries. Through the narra-
tives the author tries to mark the people's sufferings happening
due to the eviction. As Malati, one of the narrator's neighbours
says:

"I feel pity for these people too. Where will they go? And gov-
ernment has not offered any alternative place also where they
could move! No rehabilitation, only eviction. How can thatbe a
solution?" (P. B, 22)

The narrator later shifts to a more eco-centric narrative and ex-
presses her worries for the birds, animals and trees of the forest.
This eco-centric narrative technique of the novel attempts and
succeeds in creating a sense of eco-consciousness among the
reader. However, the eco-centri narrative which took a shift
after the anthropocentric narrative in the novel, develops with-
out showing any ani-anthropocentric attitude towards the poor
immigrants of the hills. While discussing on a serious issue of
Human-nature conflicts that often occurs in the forest sites, the
Narrator tries to compare the importance of forest and human
lives where she expresses her concern towards the forest and
the trees;

"Itis not a matter of competition whether people are important
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: ut survival now. Pe
.t existence, abO . People
or the forest. 1t 19 about ! the forest. Who can tell this better
- e living in the countries of the expanding deserts|
than the pcop nd that importance of what we have! |
..When will W¢/ ( step out even NOW 10 protect what.

et . o makes use of various ecological
The na{ra;lsvicn?;glrr(i:c:?}Zﬁlic?llsmakc this text an ecstatic piegle of
glr?:f 312 field of ecological literacy. For instance, 1n one part of
the novel the author peautifully captures the paradoxical imag-
ery to describe the sense of home and homelessne'ss through a
pair of doves sheltering on the roof of the al}thor s house and
the carpenter Babla making a house for the pair of pigeon when
the character himself is living in a fear of losing his house due
to the eviction in the forest areas started by the government.
The expression of disgust in Babla's face which turned into an
expression of pleasure while making a house of the pigeon pair,
the character of Madhuri's young cousin crying to turn a dead
butterfly alive carries a sense of development of eco-conscious-
ness among the common people.

Moreover, the pair of pigeon and a pair of owls sharing the same
Licst in also carries an important meaning in the novel. Owl,
gthhfgfilongs tc? the category carnivorous and nocturnal spe-
ixlleilgy allr:és S_h;flng the same nest with the herbivorous pigeons
'shift rent hc:)l;get- shilts shows the situation of people living /o
after belonging to a. crowded metro cities like Guwahati. Even
pigeon living ginoh:11 noticeably different species, the owl and the
in bigger cities regarrgllony reﬂe(.;t the adjustable lives of people

ess of their caste and religion. The author
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f; gne Amching forest is considered as the lung of a crowded
n ;ds(;;:l%hat?lg;lty Guwahati. The homelessness faced by the
AL ap vaas also portrgyed through several incidents in
Witnessed.an . ga tfll:;:? ieplctlon can be seen as the narrator
: en ‘ :
their nest with a pair of (I))wls g::ﬁenon R oot of pigeon share
lqe stroyed in deforestation Thiqa:}fg the;r natural habitats were
ives and can push iz - I'ms shows how destruction affect
eyond their natural limits.

mories are not! Four porte,
3



ECLECTIC Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

one hand, Madhuri who is living in an uncertainty of losing her
housedue to the eviction in the forest yet living a content and
peaceful life whereas on the other hand Juti, after having a proper
house, identity, financial status suffering from a constant sense
of emotional homelessness due to the mental and emotion tur-
moil resulted from the unstable relationship with her husband
Sashank. The narrator pondered her friend Juti's pain of emo-
tional homelessness as she says;

"A Jady who had everything in life is completely shattered now-
I never thought that the pain of devastation could touch people
who had everything in life in plenty. The devastation of emo-
tions -love, trusts can destroy a person- can make him homeless
even when he has one."(P.B., 49)

At the end of this chapter the narrator clearly states that the
sense of emotional homelessness can lead a person or human to
lose his humanity and empathy towards life.

The role of political leaders, government is also boldly reflected
on the novel. The novel portrays the burning issues of defores-
tation, animal poaching which started with illegal occupancy of
forest areas aided and supported by the political leaders to in-
crease the vote bank in their favour. The responsibility and poli-
tics of some public leaders has been revealed in the novel as the
narrator questions an officer holding an important position at
the Municipal Administration by asking him about the schemes
and benefits provided to those so-called illegal residents. Through
the character of Ranjan, the author expresses the anger and frus-
tration of forest guards and ecological activists whose urge to
protect the forest, the trees and the animals have been constantly

discouraged and suppressed through some suspicious role played
by the government.
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of the novel revolves around the theme of
_consciousness. Even the title "Eyat ekhop
lates to disappearance of a foreg
Besides, a commendable portion of the novel has been devoteg
to bring out the issu¢ of deforestation and its 1mpact on the
flora and fauna of a particular habitat. As the narrator recaJ|g
the time when she shifted to her new house, she shares som,e
memories of seeing chubby fat foxes 1n her backyard, differep;
species of birds in her front yard which are no longer availabe
in her neighbouring places. The horrible exploitation of the for-
est has been expressed in the novel as Ranjan, one of the ded;-
cated fore_st guards brings forth and explains the real picture of
dfzforestatlon to the narrator;"The people who are staying in the
hill of Amchang forest were brought and settled there by a min-
ister. To safeguard his seat in his area, he did this.... These people
gfﬂed the trees by planting chemicals beside the roots of the
ees. They would cut these trees, chop them off into small
logs and wrapping inside h ' et
them in holes already d fuge plastic sheets, they would place
y dug for the purpose of hiding them from

the forest department."(PB, 86)

Dcforcstation an

The whole storylin€

deforestation and eco
Oronyo Asil" literally trans
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o] have seen the human crucltics with my very eyes!. I have seen
in front of my cyes how a tree falls to the ground with their
cruel storkes...] have scen the nests of birds with eggs falling to

the ground with those trecs. I have scen people ripping apart the
pelly of a pregnant deer!"( tr P.B., 165)

The narrator in the novel focuses on the issues of deforestation.
Andin addition to the issues of deforestation she also emphasises
on the cffects of deforestation on the various species of flora

and fauna of the region.It reflects the misery of animals in the
clash of man and nature through the lines;

"These animals perhaps would never come near the humans if
they had their sheltered territory. But, their habitats, the forests
have been turned into villages, the villages have turned into towns
and the towns have progressed to become cities. But, the only
movement of forest is towards its withdrawal from existence.
They have turned still, helplessly silent at the cruel atrocities
done to them. Men versus Forest!...Humans have declared their
aggressive war against the wild animals, the trees, the hills. Ex-
cept the humans, all the other animals have become weak,
feeble."(tr P.B., 28) ARy |

However, the author of this novel differentiates the people liv-
ing in the forest into two categories. She portrays One category
in positive light as they learned to respect and live in the nature
in harmony without harming/it. On the other hand, the latter
category destroys the nature as well the society by destroying
the trees, poaching endangered animals and indulging in various
criminal activities like drug paddling.:
‘ ‘ w) [ SLUY
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Conclusion

t Ekhon Oronyo Asil exhibits several aspe cts of
logicaal issues like deforestation, hc.)meleSSnegS
and the conflict between human and nature were includeg ,
major themes in the ngvel. The auﬂlor mentioned abou't var,
ous causes like corruption, greed of people, TOle of medig ang
~ole of administration that acted as catalysts in deforestatioy of
Amchang forest. The plot of the novel develops by taking 5 shif
from an anthropocentric attitude towards a more eco-centrje
version of narrative. Moreover, the author makes a good ysge of
various ecological elements in the narrative as literary devices
to bring forth some serious issues of the society. In other worg
this novel can be recognised as one of the masterpieces in thé

field of Assamese ecological literature.

The novel Eya
ecocriticism. Eco
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TRIBAL FOLKLORE OF MAHARASHTR,
. ASTUDY INAESTHETIC

Dr. Sanjay Pandit Kamble
Dr. Bhagyashri Mallikarjun Patil

INTRODUCTION :

The ethnic societies of Maharashtra have extended been an im-
portant part of the traditionalmaterial of the state, with therr
exceptionalbackgrounds, performs, and customs of life
backingmeaningfully to the state's variedethnicbackground.
"Iribal Folklore of Maharashtra: A Study in Aesthetics" inves-
tigates into the rich domain of folk tales that has been accepted
down through generations within these societies. The study
emphases not only on the sections, folklores, and myths of the
communities but also on their beautifullanguagesthe rituals, har-

mony, dance, art, and other forms of ethnicexhibition that prac
tice the basic of their individuality,

Mah i ‘ '

numear(r)?lssg‘tra’ Wlﬂ? 45 dwersetopography, is home 10

and Kolis ngleeﬂl.mc?r owds, counting the Bhils, Gonds, Warlis,
’ cnjoyingseparateethnic and artistic traditions

j1 7411
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This work explores how these tribes use folklore to express their
worldview, social values, and spiritual beliefs, reflecting their
connection to nature, deities, ancestors, and the land they
inhabit.The aesthetic aspect of ethnic folklore is a dominantfacet
of this study. Folklore is not simply a source of stories; it is also
amanifestation of traditional aesthetics that figures the tribe's
social command, ethical codes, and communal identity. Through
an investigation of verbal traditions, songs, dances, ceremonies,
and pictorial arts, the study highlights how aesthetics are
complicatedlyintertwined into the very fabric of ethnic life, gen-
erating an interrelated web of representation and sense.

By investigative ethnic folklore through the lens of aesthetics,
this study pursues to expose the covers of traditional implica-
tion surrounded in these customs. It highlights the character of
folklore in supporting the traditional and communalmorals of
tribal societies while also discovering how contemporary encour-
agements and exteriorburdens are redesigning these customs.
This work purposes to link the gap among academic dialogue
and the survivedunderstandings of tribal societies, proposing a
profounder gratitude for the animated and multi-layered world
of ethnicfolk tales in Maharashtra.In essence, "Tribal Folklore
of Maharashtra: A Study in Aesthetics" delivers a inclusive
examination of the energetic connection of custom, art, and
ethnic identity in Maharashtra's tribal societies, contributing to
a greater appreciative of their role in the larger cultural tale of
India.This comprehensivereview dives deeper into the intrica-
cies of the tribal folklore of Maharashtra, investigative the pre-
cise aesthetic essentials such as myths, rituals, music, dance,
art, and how these artistic terminologies form the ethnic fabric
of tribal societies in the state. We will break down the cultural
contributions of precise tribal groups like the Bhils, Gonds, Warlis,

and Kolis, and how their folklore is essentiallyrelated to aesthet-
ics.

IHT511
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ction to Tribal Folklore of Maharashtya

Introda
Maharashtra is a state with a rich vaflety of triba-l SOcCietjeg
contributing unique compounents to the ?thmcscﬁ‘nery’ €agy
mainethnicclusters in Maharashtra comprise:Bhils: FOH'n;f}}e
counties like the Western Ghats, these are one of the big in
tribes in Maharashtra. They have a rich practice of Verg[fSt
and a profoundassociation tg e rwimgl

storytelling, ceremonigs,. : "y
" ment. Gonds : A Dravidian-speaking tribal crowd typically gir,

ated in Vidarbha, Gonds have a treasure of allegorical ang i
cent stories interweaved with their artistic forms like dapce

portraits, and songs.Warlis: Original to the northern part o
Watli art and rituals are well-known for their syp,.

Maharashtra,

metrical canvases and their association to cultivation, creatureg

and divine being. Kolis: Mainly a fishing communit}:
originatealongside the Konkan coastline, Kolis have their own
exclusivelegendsincluding water gods, nature spirits, and
seasidecustoms. These people use folk tales to communicative
their morals, communalstandards, cosmology, and contact with
the atmosphere, and the learning of these customs through the
lens of aesthetics discloses the deep cultural reputation of these

stories.

Core Aspects of Tribal Folklore

Myths and Legends: Ethnicmythologies are not mere stoties
tzut are connected t2 the tribe's appreciative of formation, del-
ties, and the usualecosphere. These storiesform the aesthetic
expressions contained by the tribe. Bhils: The Bhils' folklore com
gvl;l.zes. ma;:y folklores, together with those about Bhagwan Go12,
BT -lse(‘)) Ien (t)iehbe{ated the inventor and protectorgod of the
'Gol‘épcarﬁi?al ne widespread story includes the origin of the
against wicked ;vhmh 1s related with the god'slegendarycombat

- ger" iﬂ“minatesotf es.Example; The story of "Gora and the Tt
| € association between people and environ-
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qt. Gora is said to have controlled a wild tiger, r -

P molcohdbiaton o uman beings it wors
This tale is a vital part of Bhil folk aesthetics, influencing thei;
ort, music, and presentation.Gonds: Gondi legends is occupied
with stories of gods, mystical beings, and the formation of the
world. The story of the god Gunda and his fight against the
demon 1S a dominantfable. Gondi folklores are also thoughtful
of the mysticalfaith in the company of gods in natural elements
jike trees, animals, and highlanids.Example: The "Madai" carni-
val, held by the Gonds, imitates these folklores. It comprises
storytelling, music, and representative dances that recite the
myths of the gods and their communications with the public,
which is an importantfeature of Gondi aesthetics.

Rituals and Festivals : Ceremonies are another
importantelement of ethnic folklore in Maharashtra. These ritu-
als characteristically syndicate mythicalrefrains, inheritedrespect,
and the aesthetic of presentation.Warlis: Warlis are known for
their intenselymysticalceremoniesthat rotatefrom place to
placecultivation and the adoration of the Nature Goddess. One
significantcentenary is nAdivasi New Year", which is distin-
guished with traditional dances and songs, comprising the "Warli
Dance". The dances are escorted by singing, and the activities
of the dancers reproduce animals or natural components. Ex-
ample: The "Harvest Festival" includes the ceremonial of
"Nirwahi", where the tribe proposalsdevotions for a good har-
vest. In the course of this event, Warli art is decorated on the
ground as part of the traditional aesthetics. T.he
symmetricalthemesepitomize the interconnectedness pf life,
periods, and the heavenly forces controlling nature.Kolis: The
Koli tribe has a singleceremonialrehearsalspl'intedneafby the
adoration of water gods, replicating their linking to the sea. The
"Nagpanchami" ritual, which reveres serpents, is one such 1n-
stance. The aesthetic attractiveriess of the ceremonicsdecelts 12
the exciting donations and dance presentations done by the Koli

17111
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‘ is fr eqllently acc .
le: The Koli Dance 15 Ottt
wol?.f:; iﬁﬁ: carnival celebrations, where femalezh:fﬁs
i . e : _
gc?lilplicatedjewellery and bright clothing, adding 4, aesth:t?r
. C

flair to the devotionrituals.

Mausic : Songs are dominant to the Commupj,..
gj? ;ggse::ilgﬂlroughgl'oups- These songs not only aSSiSF as entiorf
taining but are also used to relateChmnologlcal(?Ccasmng, foli.
lores, and everydaylifecycle. Gonds: The Go nds’ folk S0ngs 1o,
produce their mythicaldogmas, mainlyadjoining the dejtie
morale, and environment. Songs connected. to the Yleldpen'od:
recognized as "Bhadra Padh", expressdevotions to the gods fy,
a bountiful harvest. Instance: The "Bhadra Padh" songy
syndicatesentimental storytelling and call-and-response designg
The aesthetic request Lies in the rhythm and communal congy;.
bution, which generate a commonlogic of ‘community and [jp.
ing to the earth. Warlis: Warli songs are frequentlycantered around
farming work, public life, and spiritualsubjects. Their traditiong]
music is accomplished using drums and modest musica]
gadgetsprepared from ordinaryresources. Instance: The "Dhoy"
(drum) and "Tasha" are used in ceremonies, pattern the aesthetic
mixture of music and dance. These gadgets are measuredblessed
and are essentia] to together story telling and ceremonial pre-
sentations, where they help set the quality for the share drecital
of myth and recollection. ke
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ics of this story telling development comprise vocal

The aesthet .
body signals, and the addition of simple

distinction,
peatingdevices.

esthetic Dimensions of Tribal Folklore : The aesthetics of
tribal folklore arc not limited to tale alone but include the com-
lete (raditional manifestation, from pictorial arts to dance and

community participation.

Art Forms-Warli Art: Warli portraits are symmetrical in envi-
ronment, concentrating on environment, ceremonies, and day-
to-day life. These canvascs arc mainly made with rice paste on
mud walls, and their aesthetic significance lies in their simplic-
ity and representativesymbols. Sample: Warli Paintings are rec-
ognized for their ncircle, triangle, and square" themes, signifying
the sun, earth, and the divinityin that order. These paintings are
not just attractivebut aid as a system of storytelling, portraying
the formation of the world and the sense of balance between
humans and Mother Nature. Gond Art: The Gonds, too, have a
rich custom of art, primarily using the medium of tribal murals
and paintings. Gond art is known for its vibrant and elaborate
ictions of animals and deities. These paintings often incor-
porate bright colours derived from natural elements like natural
resources. Instance: Gond paintings often depict myths, such as
the "Creation Story", in which animals, trees, and divine forces

come together in a melodioussymbol of the cosmos.

Dance and Performative Arts .: Warli and Bhil Dance: Dance 1s
-:flcentral part of both Warli and Bhil ethos. The "Warli Dance"
is accomplishedfor the duration ofcarnivals, harvests, and other

ceremonies. The aesthetic movement of the dance, which

includessphericalwaves and recurringphases, imitators the move-
ind Gond Dances

ment of environment-of water, animals,and w1 :
- The "Madai" dance is accomplished in honour of their deities.
It comprisesfast foot movements and an enthusiastic body po-

117911



Diamond Jubils e
: iti[)n

ECLECTIC
aesthetics are extremelyknotteq o

dance's .
e th heavenly forces and natural compy

sition. Th
nellts

[ ] Cia{ion W]' . ‘ d " .
ugm sthsi)n ovement representing a divineexpeditiop
with ea

1

servation of Folklore-In the contempor,

f ethniclegeqdSe}.(prf.:ssionsencoumers ?Iie
development, OUfSidthaditi011?111_’151311’5;;519115: and generationa{i
changes. On the other hand, efforts are eing prepared to gy,
script these customs. AnthropologlcaI.Efforts._ Schqlars like Gg
Ghurye and V.S. Agrawal have §h_ld}f:d Indian tribes bro, diy
documenting the verb alethmqﬂes and ceremonjeg O’f
Maharashtra's tribal societies. Their works arrange for pege,.
sary orientations for thoughtful ethnic folklore and aestheticg i,
a ancient background. Traditional Renewal: Current enterprige
by administration and cultural administrations aim to manuscript
and encourage the imaginative customs of tribal societies. War;
and Gond art, for instance, have found a widespread spectator
in town settings, backing to the existence of these ethnicities in

modern India.

Conclusion "Tribal Folklore of Maharashtra : A Study in Aes-
thetics" climaxes the profound interconnection between legends
and aesthetic terminologies in ethnic societies. The myths, cer-
emonies, songs, dances, and pictorial arts form a traditional en-
vironment that not only reserves past but also connects vital
n_lo'ra’ls and dogmas. By continuing to revision and guard these
civilizations we safeguard that the ethnic abundance 0f
Maharashtra's ethnic societies tolerate.

Challenges and Pre
the conservation 0O
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m Panoi to Jus_ti?e : Challep,,
F'ropatriarchy in Mising Folkta,'eglng

Shiva Prasad Mili

olktales have alway.s had czlt }lniql_le \:fiay o{? captivat;
- ing curiosity and 1imagination. From ap, .
i:rgsn ?ﬁ;ﬂfﬁﬁ by stories that felg largef' than ﬁfe_ta?;iyoi‘gﬁ’l
roic deeds, moral lessons, and ancient wisdom, GTOWing . 6.
would sit by my grandparents as they shared these Stories eg- I
one more intriguing than the last. It was through these mo;n enCh
that I first became aware of the power of folklore, Thege Ston'et:
were not just entertainment; they conveyed deeper truths aboy,

the world around us.

- As I got older, I began to understand how triba] folklore, like the |
Mising folktales, holds significant relevance in today's world |
These stories' themes of resistance, social justice, and the fight
against patriarchal dominance took on new meaning for me
What once seemed simple tales now felt like influential com-
mentaries on the ongoing struggles for equality and justice. This
realization deepened my fascination with how these ancient
narratives remain relevant and essential to understanding our

current societal challenges.

When I siarted reading the oral traditions of the Mising people
from Assam, India, my interest was immediately drawn to these
themes. These stories, passed down through generations, are 1t
Just relics of the past; they offer sharp critiques of social hierar-
ChJes.and oppressive systems. The more I read, the more Ifelt
gT0w1Ing sense of intrigue about the layers of resistance Wlﬂ.]m
these narratives, especially regarding social justice and equalit
What began as curiosity soon turned into a deeper understat

/1821
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ing-these storics.hold powerful lessons that still speak to the
struggles for justice we face today.

Mising folktales depict individuals who challenge societal norms
resist oppression, and secek justice in the face of overwhelminé
power. These folktalqs offer a lens into the community's values
while critiquing social, gender, and class-based inequalities.
Through these stories, the Mising people pass down essential
wisdom about morality, social harmony, and personal integrity-
timeless themes that continue to resonate in contemporary
struggles for equality, and justice. My reading of these folktales
became even more fascinating when I applied literary theories,
which helped provide more precise readings and deeper insights
into the complex layers of resistance embedded in these narra-
tives.

One particular tale that captured my attention was "Lightning
and Thunder" ( Taid 31), which follows Panoi, a female charac-
ter who refuses her brother's incestuous advances. Her resistance
to male dominance is striking, as it challenges not only the pa-
triarchal authority within the family but also represents a broader
fight against gender-based oppression. Panoi's transformation into
lightning and her brother into thunder at the story's conclusion
is 2 powerful metaphor. It suggests that defying injustice has far-
reaching consequences, symbolically mirroring the electrifying
power of standing up for what is right. My analysis of this tale
became more illuminating through the lens of Elaine Showalter's
gynocriticism concept, which focuses on the representation of
female experiences within literature (Showalter 248). Applying
this theory allowed me to see Panoi's defiance as an act of em-
powerment, resisting the traditional patriarchal narrative that
often silences women. Her transformation not only subverts the
gender dynamics within the tale but also offers a feminist cri-
tique of the dominant power Structures of her society. This ap-
plication of literary theory to the folktale helped to clarify the
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ioni ¢ of Panoi's actions. It
- ~und significanc : —
m%r:rsptzc:{ding of her rolc as @ symbol of resistance, Tiche,
un ‘

afe that speaks to the Mising people's Tesist,
to unfair (reatment is the "Origin 0(1; tl:]f Sago Palm"( T,i4 3"8&
In this narrative, woman demands ) ¢ rTl1g1ht to proper at r)
pefore running an errand fqr h'er mas cr.lf € StoTy places th;
Jemand in the context of dignity an Se'-rtj:spect, which Tesr,:
nates with modern movements for wor_nenhs rights. The Womagy,
simple act of asserting her autonomy in the face of exploitatig,
challenges the patriarchal structures that sought to marginaji..
and silence her. When anal.yze_d thfough- the lens of post COloniai
theory, particularly Gayatri Spivak’s notion of the subaltern, t;
tale becomes a poignant example of.how folklore can give yoice
to marginalized groups within a patriarchal society (Spivak 271
In "Origin of the Sago Palm,” the woman's refusal to be treateq
as inferior critiques both gender and class-based oppression,

emphasizing the agency of the subaltern to resist societal ex-
pectations and demand dignity.

Another folkt

The motif of resistance against unfair treatment 1s also explored
in which two sis-

through the story of "Karpunpuli” ( Taid 36),
ters, Karpun and Puli, endure and resist external pressures while
maintaining their moral integrity.
it portrays resilience in adversity an
conflict. The sisters embody strength
symbc¥zing the Mising community's r
maintain their principles during the tria
ing assimilation and oppression aligns closely with critical race
theory, particularly the work of Richard Delgado and Jean
Stefancic, who argue that cultural narratives play a significant
role in perpetuating or challenging dominant power structures
(Delgado and Stefancic 7). In "Karpunpuli," the sisters' 1€S15°
tance to forces of domination reflects the power of stories 0
critique and dismantle racial and social hierarchies.

This tale intrigued me because
d grapples with intergroup
and spiritual fortitude,
everence for 1225¢ Who
1. This theme of resist-

/1841
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I continued my exploration of Mising folklore, 1 found that
As tories also offered valuable insights into the dynamics of
the.S1 harmony. The theme of intergroup conflict, seeq in tales
su

broader socia] forces that
hape the relationships between different social groups. Thege
sha

ktales suggest that social justice cannot be achieved through
fjogmination and subjugation but m

ust be built on mutya] re.
ect and recognition of shared hu
spe

manity. The idea of achiey-
ing justice through social harmo

ny is echoed in critical race
theory, which emphasizes that true equality requires disman-
1 3

; 51 ems and the recognition of diverse perspec-
t1.1ng Olgglre;:;: (;liﬁsétefancic 45). In these folktales, conflict reso-
tw{':S( i fot through the victory of one group over another but
hmotrxl E reconciliation and understanding, which resonates with
i?de%n ideas of inclusivity and diversity.

ing marginalized voices, especially those of women
Enegrlzsvigf?titus ifdividuals, is another crucial aspect of M1smcg1
folktales. The stories often featurefv:}cl)méen w]%z,hlrllk‘? af;a;grc? ﬂa}.x;ir
woman in "Origin of the Sago m,
tr?ghlzsniircrlles(tland up against social injgst_:ice. Tlps pogiyil zsf
women as active agents rather than passive sub;ecf:}sth E::u <letug; >
the patriarchal narratives th;xt (11?“(1:1:;?1 ;?12(;350 thz fiy s
landscape. Using Kimberlé
intersect?onality, we can analyze how Fhese folktal;:céefll)eacrtﬁ tchile
multiple, overlapping forms of oppression wcilinelrlrh < v’mmer )
larly thoce of gender and class (Crensh.aw 12 ) s
these folktales often face dual oppressions, whic demonstrating
understanding of the complexities of social justice, de

i und each
how different systems of power intersect and compo
other. -

-based op-
In addition to offering a critique of gender arltl:n(c::lélisf solidarity
Pression, Mising folktales highlight the 1mpC1)_" demonstrate how
and collective action. Stories like "Karpunpuh

/18511
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E nd strength in comm.u_mty and S.hare.d Mory -
characters 111 on collective ,-c31§1ance agalnSt.anUStice ey
The CmRhaSISofgocia 1 solidarity in modern socja] justic, “ligng
with the xdea'z dl’;-;mlal comnmn.ily values. As | anaIYSed ;
ments fi_ﬂg Eainé clear that Mising folklore not only fOQuSescs@
;tglﬁgzlfgl ;S;Sfa_llce but also underscores the Power of COIl:Cn
sneliy 518 )

tive action in overcoming social inequalities,
Vi

Diamong JubileesmQi l
3

1 Mising folktales provide a wealth of insight into ¢
;:?emffhs{;?f j@s%ice, tlﬁere are challenges in directly apgfy;ag-
these traditional narratives to.modem contexts, On.e Cha]lenge
lies in interpreting the symbolic el.ements of the Stories, sy, a
the transformation of charagctas into supernatu?'al forces, i, 3
way that can be translated nto pr'actmal. stre_iteglesf for change
The metaphorical transformations in stories hke."nghtning and
Thunder" convey profound messages a}?out Tresistance, byt the
supernatural imagery may need care_ful Interpretation whep ap-
plying these ideas to real-world situations, Eurthermore, as noted
by Clifford Geertz in his work on interpretive anthropology, we

must recognize the importance of cultyra] context when inter.
cial to avoid oyer.

preting these folktales (Geertz 93). It is cru
and instead engage

simplifying or romanticizing these stories
with them in a manner that respects their cultural specificity

and complexity,

Another challenge is the tapidly changing social landscape of
the modern world, Issues such as digital privacy, climate chang,
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Thus, Mising folktales offer a rich source of cultural knowledge
.nd social critique deeply relevant to contemporary discussiong
Jbout justice 31_1(1 equa}hty. Through their exploration of resis-
{ANCe, marginalized voices, and social harmony, these tales offer
valuable lessons t_hat can 1nf01m modern social justice move-
ments. BY analyzing thesg stories through the lens of literary
theories such as postcolo;ual t_heory, feminist criticism, critical
cace theory, and intersectionality, I have gained a deeper under-
standing of how these folktales speak to both historical and
modern struggles for justice. These narratives are a repository
of cultural wisdom and a powerful tool for imagining more just
and equitable futures. As we continue to address the challenges
of inequality in our contemporary world, we can look to these

traditional stories for inspiration and guidance.
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Women in the Ahom Kingdom :

Governance, Diplomacy,
and Cultural Preservation

Probin Sarmah

Introduction

The Ahom dynasty, established by Sukapha in 1228, T€maineq
a powerful force in Assam until British annexation in the 19th
century. While the rulers-kings, generals, and administrators-haye
been widely studied, the roles of women in the kingdom de.
serve closer scrutiny. Women were not only integral to the f,.
milial structures of royalty but also served as key figures in gov-
ernance, diplomacy, and cultural preservation. Ahom queens and
noblewomen wielded substantial influence, challenging contem-
porary patriarchal norms and leaving a lasting legacy in Assam's

history.

e Ahom queens acted as more than mere consorts; they en-

g;iggd{;cg;ely m1d§a51on-maldng processes and ensured the sta-

Tayed ) Str;:)ya' llneage. Mo.reo\_re?’ their diplomatic marriages

larly, their Cozﬁbro!e I mamtaining political alliances. Sim-

thro;;gh patrona u;lons to cultural preservation, particulatly

onstrate th ge ot art, literature, and religious practices, dem-
¢ the depth of thejr impact on society.

gﬁn?rggle SRplores th.e critical yet often overlooked roles of
anal men by drawing upon primary sources and historical
Ys€s to underscore theijr contributions

/188



. CLECTIC Diamong Jubilee Special Edition

Ahom Governance

1 -
Wwomen 1 Political Advisors

om queens were not passive copsorts but o
P their !msba.nc!s and sons. The royal court, or "Dangar;

::qhhﬁ," occasionally included queens in discussions r(-':gardirria
:t;ltc matters. One not.ablc ﬁgure was Queen Phuleswari Devig
‘ne chicf consort of King Siva Singha (1714-1744), Known for
ber ass c_rtivcnffSSa Ph_ulcswarl played an active rofe in state ad-
inistration, including the endorsement of Vaishnavism and

o1 diverse religious practices i :
offorts to integratc §10Us practices into the kingdom’
qociopolitical fabric (Baruah, 1993). om's

ften acted as ad-

phuleswari's influence extended to various aspects of gover-
nance, from implementing reforms to promoting courtly deco-
um. Her support-for religious harmony-albeit controversial-re-
flected her understanding of the kingdom's diverse socio-reli-
gious composition. Through her actions, she showcased the po-
tential for women in leadership roles to navigate the complexi-

ties of statecraft. |

Queens such as Phuleswari often wielded influence over court
factions, shaping policies indirectly by counseling their husbands
or promoting loyalists to key administrative positions. Their
involvement underscores the complex interplay of gender and
power in the Ahom polity.

Regency and Leadership in Times of Crisis

Ahom queens occasionally assumed direct control of gover-
fance, particularly during political crises. For instance, Mula
Gabpar u, the widow of Prince Susenghphaa, exemplified le,:;ld-
€rship and valor by rallying troops against invaders follow1ng
Ret husband's death. Her military and administrative roles high-
light the readiness of Ahom noblewomen to fill power vacu-

1891/
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overeignty of their realm (Sarmg fo
n emerged during the minority O’f 589).
with queens Or dowager queens serving as custodiang Ofnth'
e

throne. For example, when political instability threatepeq
queens acted as stewards, eng, the
' In

succession of young heirs, .
the kingdom's rc silience. These women mamfaincd stabi; g
within the royal court and upheld dynastic continuity, ensur, ty

ing transitional periods. Sycp, i’:]g

the kingdom's resilience dur
stances demonstrate their capacity to provide firm lea d‘-‘TShip

amidst challenging circumstances.

Diplomatic Roles of Ahom Noblewomen

ums and protect the s
Similarly, regents ofte

Marital Alliances as Diplomatic Tools
Marital alliances formed a cornerstone of the Ahom kingdom

diplomacy. Ahom queens were frequently selected from prom;.
nent families, both within and beyond the kingdom, to cement
pohtica:l ties. These alliances not only secured loyalty among
loce_ﬂ aristocracies but also fostered peaceful relations with neight-’
boring states. For example, the marriages of Ahom kings with
Koch and Manipuri princesses served to strengthen aﬁiwces

with these influential neighbors (Guha, 1983).

v15;1c1>1611 Ztrll'a;:gllltl?t ;;ﬁrc(til‘on. of queens illustrates the importance of
e e e 1a1c*11es in man_ltaining the kingdom's geopo-
e quee;ls ;g?ﬁl qerezrl_on}al roles, these alliances often
s st ot tlmaue insights into regional politics, en-
i and?: 3 act as qlplomaﬁc mediators. By foster-
talallisnces q nderstanding between regions, these mart-

proved vital in preserving the kingdom's territorial

integrity.

Mediation and Negotiation
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missions underscores th-eir significant role in preserving the
iingdom's stabilit)_(. For instance, wom.en's pa‘rticipation in ne-
gotiating peace with the Mughz}l cmpire _durmg times of con-
flict reflects their ability to navigate the intricate dynamics of

interstate diplomacy (Bhuyan, 1949).

Additionally, the queens' unique positions enabled them to act
as informal mediators in disputes within the royal court. Their
diplomatic skills were not limited to external affairs but also
extended to resolving internal conflicts, ensuring the smooth
functioning of the administration.

Through their direct or indirect participation, Ahom women
demonstrated a keen understanding of statecraft and the subtle-
ties of diplomatic engagement, serving as essential actors in
maintaining the kingdom's autonomy.

Cultural Preservation and Contributions

Promotion of Religious and Cultural Practices

Ahom queens and noblewomen played a pivotal role in preserv-
ing and promoting cultural and religious traditions. Queen
Phuleswari Devi, for example, actively patronized the Ekasarana
Nam Dharma, a neo-Vaishnavite tradition. Her initiatives to pro-
mote religious harmony-though controversial at times-illustrate
the influence of royal women in shaping the kingdom's cultural
identity (Baruah, 1993). o e ;- P -

In addition to patronizing established traditions, noblewomen
often served as custodians of indigenous Tai-Ahom religious
practices. They played significant roles in rituals, such as Me-
Dam-Me-Phi, which honored ancestors and reinforced the
community's cultural identity. By participating in and leading

these ceremonies, women ensured the continuity of Ahom spiri-
tual heritage.

11911/
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blewomen ifx?lli ecture. They sponsored the Constry,
blic works, many of whi

AR ceraturs, anG ST g
: paster’c o puk in Assam t

e ificant cultural landmarks 1. 0day. They,
remain :-lgﬂ. ded to iterary activites, ‘:\'Iﬂl queens oftep com.
XN picling the kingdom's history the

-

several Buranijis : : \
‘ res, ensuring their legacy
o)) 1N )
“_1 . Acsam's historical cecord. These texts, often initiated o
i .t the guidance of noblewomen, serve as invaly-
derstanding the sociopolitical dynamics of

selves.
document the contributions of

Preservation of Tai-Ahom Traditions
i_.Ahom traditions, noblewomen were 1n-
strumental in preserving the cultural heritage brought by their
ancestors from Southeast Asia. They ensured the transmission
of Tai-Ahom language, rituals, and folklore across generations,
even as the kingdom assimilated influences from neighboring
cultures (Gait, 1906). These efforts not only safeguarded the
unique identity of the Ahoms but also enriched the broader

Assamese cultural tapestry.

Furthermore, noblewomen's *1volvement in maintaining tradt
tional knowledge extended to agricultural practices, culinary
heritage, and _textile arts. Through their efforts, they fostered
sense of continuity and belonging within the community.

Role in Social Reforms

Ahom :
queens were occasionally involved in initiating social 1

forms. By advocating for equitable practices within their sphere
192!
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of influence, they contributed to the evolution of societal norms.
Their involvement in religious reforms and the promotion of
education among women underscores their progressive outlook
in shaping a more inclusive society.

Challenges and Limitations Faced by Ahom Women

While Ahom queens and noblewomen enjoyed significant in-
fluence, their roles were not devoid of challenges. Political rival-
ries within the court often constrained their agency, as factional-
ism and male-dominated hierarchies limited the scope of their
authority. Additionally, the patriarchal structure of society im-
posed restrictions on the visibility and documentation of their
contributions, leading to their relative marginalization in histori-
cal narratives.

Furthermore, the absence of independent records detailing the
lives of Ahom women limits our understanding of their full
contributions. Many accounts are filtered through male-domi-
nated chronicles, which often emphasize the roles of kings and
generals over queens and noblewomen. Despite these constraints,
Ahom women demonstrated resilience and adaptability, carv-
ing out spaces for themselves within the socio-political frame-
work of the kingdom.

Conclusion

The Ahom queens and noblewomen were far more than cer-
emonial figures; they were integral to the kingdom's governance,
diplomacy, and cultural preservation. Their roles as advisors,
regents, mediators, and patrons reflect a dynamic interplay of
power, agency, and influence. By revisiting their contributions
through historical analysis, we gain a deeper understanding of
the Ahom dynasty's resilience and cultural richness.

Future research can further explore these themes by examining

/193 1/
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overlooked archival materials and f)ral histories, Shed'din.g light
on the nuanced roles of women 1n shaping Assam's history,
Recognizing the contributions of Ahom women not only ep.
riches our understanding of the past but also challeznge:v, prevail-
ing narratives that often underplay women's roles in history,
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Unravelling the Representation of
Homosexuality in the select Plays
of Mahesh Dattani

Sanskrita Krishnayetra

INTRODUCTION :

Mahesh Dattani is an Indian director, actor and renowned play-
wright. He can be acclaimed as a shining star in the world of
Indian drama in English for his attempt to write his plays di-
rectly in foreign language and twisting it to suit the Indian audi-
ence. He is the first Indian playwright to be awarded the Sahitya
Akademi Award in the year 1998. The themes of Dattani's plays
deals with present social scenarios and makes an effort to bring
out social changes. His plays deals with aspirations of the de-
prived and the marginalised sections of the society. He raises
his voice on issues such as youngster sexual maltreatment, com-
munal tensions, homosexuality and shows profoundly how our
psyches have oppressive hindrances regardless of our liberal fal-
sification. In one of his interviews with Times of India, Dattani
remarks himself that the function of the drama is to act like
freak mirrors in a carnival and to project grotesque images of all
that passes for normal in vur werld. His plays have an universal
appeal. They have the capacity to draw attention of the crowd
anywhere in the world. He addresses issues that the society turns
away from and takes up courageously for the welfare of indi-
viduals, whatever has been pushed under the floor covering or
ignored. He used literature as an instrument of liberation to chal-
lenge the characteristics of the patriarchal and heterosexual so-
cial setup.

119511
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES *

ow playwright Mahesh Dat, ni

: ; is to show h
The aim of this paper 1S vplayw
chronicles the issuc of homosexuality in his plays. He addresgeq

the unexplored and contemporary issucs of §exuah§y Which jg
constitutive of the contemporary Urban Indian subjectivity,

RESEARCH METHODOLO GY:

The research methodology of this paper is analytical and de.

scriptive. The paper is based upon primary and secondary
sources. Primary sources are comprised of the plays by Mahesh

Dattani concerning the topic and the secondary sources are com-
prised of edited books, ebooks and online articles.

LITERATURE REVIEW :

Keeping in view the aims and objectives of the research paper,
this study has resorted back to the reading of many critical works

and articles.

m thl; SETLLER been influenced by the reading of Bishun
i aaz?d II;Teha Arora's ,work_M'?lhesh Dattani: Themes, Tech-
o w:iu& (121216). From this book, it has been found out
of 'alternate sexuali 44 'e?(tensmély dealt on the representation
Dattani's plays: gnltles 1n relation to the characterisation in
"Mahesh Dattani- f‘ndly, the study, of 'the articles, such as
Dubey, and another oo colc. Playwright" (2018) by Shweta
Issues” (1997)b 2! amCIF titled "Mahesh Dattani: Invisible

: )by Erin B Mee helped in analyzing Dattani's view-
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fon. Although it Was saifi that his sexuality has to do with hj

ritings DUt he has mentioned that it was never an issue. In als
he said that, 'My sexuality is my business. | co-uld bg

anything - Gay , Straight, Transgender , asexual and write about
:te. Everyone should have knowledge about it." (n.pag)

Hetemsexuality is considered to be a norm for men and women
{iving in a pamarf:hal setup of the society. At the same time,
s discarded by thinking it is not natural and au-

same sex love 1
as heterosexual love. Mahesh Dattani through his writ-
ow this judgement of the society and also por-

truggles and inner turmoils homosexuals have

thentic
ings tried to sh
trays the outer S
to g0 through.

Muggy Night in Mumbeai is one of the first

Indian plays dealing with the subject of homosexuality. It deals
with gay themes of love, trust, betrayal and also specialises on
homosexuality among the youth. Homo-sexuality is tradition-
ally considered to be something unnatural, obnoxious and some
even consider it to be something disgusting. Specially the In-
dian society during the time Dattani was writing was not able to
accept such kind of relationships. In an interview Dattani says
that "One can talk about feminism in India abundantly because
in a way that is accepted. But one cannot talk about gay issues
because that is oot Tndian, that does not happen here". (n.pag)
So in this play, Dattani aims to depict the social space of hu-
miliation faced by the homosexuals and also discusses the socio-
psychological identity crisis of the homosexuals and how they
are torn between the social taboos, their personal desires and

social consciousness. The play deals with the trials apd tn'bu{a—
ho have gathered 1n @ flat in

tions of a group of homosexuals W _

the posh marine drive area of Mumbai. The very us® of Semnﬁ

shows how Dattani aimed to depict the fact that even the W¢
/19711
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educated, well exposed and urbanized people of the mg

world had to face shocking and unaccepting reaction of the
as relentless in his portrayal of six men wh ate

cicty. Dattani W

homosexual members of the urban , upper class India, Evey
though they have acknowledged each other's homosexuality they
are somewhere being scared of being found out.

Kamalesh, the protagonist shared an unsuccessful relationsh;
with Prakash. The relationship flounders due to societal preg.
sure of homosexuality which made Prakash to believe that he i
somehow wrong and should switch to normal heterosexual mode.
He then changes his identity to Ed and falls in love with Kirap,
who turns out to be Kamalesh's sister. This shows how homg.
sexual people had to hide their inner desires and fit into the
traditional acceptance of a relationship. Moreover, in the play,
Dattani cleverly juxtaposes two contrasting scenarios where there
is the gathering of homosexuals in the flat where all the action
is taking place and a wedding going on offstage and sounds of
celebration are quite loud and clear. The wedding is the endorse-
ment and sanctification of heterosexual relationship and they
are acknowledging and accepting the union of two people of
opposite sex. But the homosexuals are being Iooked down upon.
The homosexuals up in the flat are under the pressure of soci-
etal customs and traditions. Kiran, Kamalesh's sister even says

that "T wish they allowed gay people to get married" (58). Dattani
through this play raises questions regarding gay acceptability

that middle class society would prefer to sweep under the car-

pet and 1naintain silence on the topic.

Similarly the plights and sufferings of the eunuchs is fore-
grounded by Dattani in his play Seven Steps Around the Fire.
When in the contemporary times, the world has made progress
in almost all fields there are still many important issues left v1-
addressgd specially in the Indian sub-context. Besides womeD
related issues one community which has always got step-moth-
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erly treatment from the society is that of ' .

India. He shows the issues related to thei: ?}1{11{5(;1;1810(? ?éi?t'm
and their rights and attempts to provide a central space, to the:_-;y

This play in a way provokes people to think about the eunuché

and also make people aware of the injustice done to them in the
society. Dattani t{'ies to speak for the identity and rights of the
. eunuchs by weaving a narrative on the murder mystery of Ka-
mala, a young and beautiful eunuch. In consequence of the
murder, Anarkali, another eunuch is imprisoned, though the
police lacked enough evidence against her. Uma Rao who is the
wife of the jail superintendent doing her research in sociology
resolves to unveil Kamala's murder. Regulating the topic of her
thesis she decides to take up the case of Anarkali, to articulate
the mute voices of eunuchs by bringing them to the centre from
the margins and expose the community of elitists that drags
them to margins in order to maintain their class superiority. As
Anarkali doesnot conform to the conventional heterosexuality,
the police kept her in a male prison even though the other in-
mates inflict torture upon her. She was addressed with the pro-
noun 'it' which signifies the fact that eununchs have no gender
identity unlike 'male' and female who are represented by the
pronoun 'he' and 'she' . This dehumanized conditions of their
existence and the humiliation of sexual abuse even within the
prison premises point out how the guardians of law become the
perpetrators of crime against the transgenders. Dattani strongly
believes that the transformation in the attitude of this commu-
nity of marginalized is possible through love, compass‘ion an.d ‘
understanding. It gives them hope and confidence to realize their
own self and to reconstruct the inner strength of will to resist

the forces of oppression.

The play also discusses the socio-psychological crigis of the hijras
who are torn between the social customs and their personal de-

sires. On being shown sister like affinity by Uma,
Anarkali says "If you were a hijra, I would have made

1199 /1
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secion of Uma brings in NEW 1ays of hope

“'uﬂ_c: her their neglected cl‘wr?ilm.g place, I
hat Mr Sharma who is a2 minister had
as his son Subbu wanted to marry
married to a girl who he considery
to be .C!“M."Jﬂ]h" ac h“ gOCSI iUtO dCPTCSSiOﬂ ‘t‘nd kl”‘?
himself during the marmage. Reputation for his father is so im-
p.j;ﬂ"a:’lt that his suicide was wrntien off as accident in newspa-
; is not ready to accept the en-

w the society _
part of the society. The play brings to surface

the cruelty, humiliation, hypocrisy and denial of basic rights to
the eunuchs perpetrated by the rich and powerful people of the
encictv. The hijra community is considered to be the lowest of
she Jow in the rungs of social ladder. The bias they have to suf-
for does not allow them to lead a normal life. They are not even
recognised as members of the society. Their helplessness, fears
and frustrations are highlighted in the play. They are human be-
ings with no voice, no right to develop relationships, no love, no
justice and probably no hope of acceptability in the society.

The love and comp
for Anarkali and she 1t
the end 1l was revealed t
hands 1n Kamala's murder
her He wanted Subbu to get
- sceptable. Sub

ners. It shows ho
nuchs as 2 normal

The tendency of gueer people to hide their relationship can be
seen in Dattzan:.ﬁ‘s wm_'k Bravely Fought the Queen. The play
showcases a joint family with Baa, the matriarch , her two sons
L“i‘; Hfd Nitin and their wives Dolly and Alka. Both Dolly and
wardslbag]‘; l‘;:edl‘i?_ married h"ﬁﬂ ‘and Jiten 1s dominating o-
: wmﬂe[ soci:m_l NI s a queer person. He had to marry Alka
A ex!fe@a{lons of a man marrying only a womazn,
R ner::ﬁfﬁdb cnjoys secret relationships with other men.
Band her suffes :’J“Sill relation was possible with her hus-
band had not even m:e“‘—' ‘ Mimense suddatmaglear that her hus-
always tried to find least bﬂoflmtcm- oncern for her. Nitin
Way out and meet other men.

“fwj’-: =g PRy
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Night after night, Nitin met prafulla while at the .
continues to meet t!lc autoshickshaw driver v:fith p('):”};;’f}lslc, Stlll'
at the officc, and will go on from now onward at the Outuhglr;ms

- se.'

(page no - 315)

This shows how because of society's judgements he had to hid
his relationships with other men . Alka considers eve s
could have had an inkling of Nitin's attraction to merrly al:lfirsoe]:
did not warn her or made any attempt to stop the marriage a):]d
she has been used as a scapegoat. Nitin exemplifies the way
societal pressure and uncommon social preferences constiuct a
queer relationship behind the facade of his macho public image
He is forced to continue his loveless relationship with his wiﬂ;
Alka, a screen behind which he tries to hide his clandestine queer
relationships. He was talked into marrying Alka by his own one
time lover. Dattani also tries to show how queers become vic-
tim of heterosexual superiority complex in this world of nor-
mal men. It aims at tearing the veil of the filthy realities and
the gruesome truth lie behind the presence of conservative In-

dian morality.
Queen is a representation of claus-

trophobia associated with homosexuality. The play takes place

in tiny closed room and shows the helplessness of two homo-
play represents a few

sexual characters Ash and Raghu. The
hours in the lives of Ash and Raghu who are gay partners for
the =ight, Both of them are caught by the suffocaticn of their
past, their deceptions and their insecurities. The setting of the
room with two doors reflects on the spatial limitation which
suggests the contraction of space of acceptability of homosexu-
ality. It is only within the tiny space that they can be true tO
their sexual orientation. The tiny space ShOWS how homosexu-
::I_St lalllrf: not accepted in the larger part of t{:le sogettryu eax;? élteg
' i e an
n the tiny space that they are comforta B o itbed

sexual orientation. The privacy of the r00m is

Dattani's another play Night

//101//
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by the interrogating voice of an old woman. Her voj, .
minder of the presence of an institutional social sty CCis 4 %
old woman represents the institutional voice with itg dere, he
interventions. Morcover, in the story Ash asks RAghoubts ang
the windows. Ash wants the windows to be open au to Opep
some breathing issucs. The pattern shows the worlg Sg]e faceg
also the chocking suffocation rela(t)e ds“-;Crecy

0 th

and deception and

same. The claustrophobia 1s because of the non ace e

They struggle to get space because of non-acceptabil‘i?tr;,talglil}ilty,
B

are afraid of being caught.
Ash : Help me, Raghu.
Raghu : Help me, Ashwin. ( Pg no 75)

This lines shows how each of them are equally vulnerap|
€ and

are ip need of support. The story is more than just t
wanting to paake love. The four walls of the setting enclWo i
more than just making love. It has shame, guilt, a de i
accc_:pted and also a will to be part of heteronon’lrlaltiv'Slre e
are mte?rupting voices, a hetero- normal world outsid ltthy. her
and amid all a desire to be loved. Dattani tries to shovs ho:(t)t?m
€y

carry the burden of not only shame, but also guilt

CONCLUSION :

Even .
mosexf;?t};r IIJI:JOfS]‘::)Indla-ns are uncomfortable in discussing ho-
the society was n ? ttani did not shy away from it at a time when
he has any missiog 0?\};6{1 ready to Listen about it. When asked if
section, he says that hnl}glpg out the pliglits of this marginalised
Dattani managed t € 1s just doing the needful. To conclude,
marginalised idenu'tyo bring into centre stage the issu€ 0
tive way with no do as Vi{ell as dealt with it in the most sensi-
tion. He wanted to fmatlsm., just a quiet and direct present?
write about as it mighetat subjects which people are wary of 0
also has a positive make the audience uncomfortable He
approach towards bringing a change. He wants
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everyone and s.pecial.lly youngsters to be socially and politicall
aware and bc::heve in equal human rights for everybody Hsé
wanted to write stuff that mirrors society. There are certai;l as-

pects of the society that never gets reflected and through his
work he wanted to bring those to spotlight. Despite the devel-
opment in human life, the past is still rooted in Indian mind
setup. It will be beneficial if gender studies therefore expands
beyond the prescribed roles separately for male and female to
assert the socialistic need for humanism. This gender concept in
the mind of people should be changed to promote the hurnanis-
tic concern among the people of different sexes. Finding a part- ...
ner and to live a gay life is still a taboo. It is very difficult to find "
a life partner. The emphasis is on the duty towards your family,
to keep the name going. Nobody cares for one's sexual prefer-
ence as long as one is married and have children. No effort is
made to understand their sentiments, their pain, their emotions.
So Dattani took up plays and theatre as weapons to represent
their plights as plays are a display of emotions, representation
of relationships and portrayal of different phases of human
life. The need to do so came from a space of making the Indian
society to come in par with the west where comparatively ho-

mosexuals enjoy a respectable and dignified life.
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yUnsungd Heroes of North East India -
An analysis

Deepjonalee Bhuyan
Plavan Bhuyan

[ntroduction

Every state of the North East India had its heroes in the struggle
for independence. They had a vision for the future and a will to
execute the toughest plans, yet it's an irony that only a few are
known beyond the region. They have been relegated to rusty,
sepia-toured memory. The unsung heroes of North East India
played an outstanding role towards the independence of Indig
in true sense and their valor was justified properly by the people
of North East India.

Objectives
The article aims at livening into light speech unknown fighters
of North East India and their contributions towards freeing their

land from the foreigners and rising up in areas against the domi-
nant role,

Methodology

The article is based op analytical method. The analysis is basi-
cally on some unsung heroes of North East India who had a
ador role to play in the struggle against British rule in India.

aly *¢condary sources are used in the article like newspaper

/1105 //
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journals, articles etc.

cuttings, books,

that only some of the heroeg/ hero:

een In

en been SCET 1¢ ere are hun G

hf ?\as ;:g arc given priority whereas th dreds of Such
) S8« d

rdly noticed or rather recejye ..

roines who were hi.l Wide.
hcmcs'/hef(ﬁ;rity in the mainstream freedom struggle of Indj,
spread popt them notched up tremendous effory ¢, the

f all, a few of .
s(;l:xtg(g)lc for independence of India.

Ountcomces

Mungr Mem :
Bom at Lalmati tea estate in Darrang district of A§s§am, Mung;
Mem was forced to become the mistress of a British officer of
the estate. They had two children but both were sent to Englang
against her wishes. She started to become a heavy drunker anq
insisted her husband to bring back her children. In 1925 , When
Mahatma Gandhi visited Assam; she started an anti-alcoho|
movement in Assam. One day, Mungri had gone to Mangaldoi
Wwhere Congress volunteers under the leadership of Omeo kumar
Das, were organizing a dharna in front of Deputy Commissioner's
office. When the volunteers saw Mungri, they requested her to
tslgop alcohol. But she paid no attention to their request. It was
m:dgzleo ku{rlar Das addressed her as mad from behind which
Sf€at impact on her, From fhat day, she gave up alcohol
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Hﬂipou JadOﬂang )

: was born at Kambiron vill T

Haipou Jadonang Wa ron village in I'am

- f Manipur 11 1905. The British government Z?f:lsi:g

district © =
Jadonang o1 February 19, 193 1 and hanged him on August 29
pank of the river Nambul in Imphal. He ha& re-

1931 on the
Jolted against the forc.eﬁ.ll cpllcction of house tax, porter sys-
tem and spread of Christianity. Jadonang did not have any for-
mal education but he understood the value of cultural heritage
o peliefs and the traditional practices of his forefathers’
s frame enough to establish himself as an unsuné
i inst colonial domination.

Togan Sangma

The young man fought against the British might when the colo-

nial rulers turned their eyes towards the Garo Hills after having

established their hegemony 1n Khasi and Jayanatia Hills. In

December 1872, the British attached Garo Hills from their sides,
warriors had a conflict with the

south, east.and west. The Garo
British army who fought with spears, swords and shields at
st Garo Hills. Togan Sangma who was in com-

Rongrenggiri inEa
mand of the valiant Garo warriors, fell fighting with unrivaled

heroism.

Madhu Malik .
Someone remarked that Madhu Malik was one of the chief
instigator behind the revolt of 1857. Malik was A Bengali
Muktiyar-and an English scholar according to historian Surjya
Kumar Bhuyan. He had been sent to Jorhat by Maniram Dewan
set up an indigenous factory. E urther he met Kandarpe§xvar
Singha and by degrees the entire group proposed to devise a
blue print to see off the British from Assam. But uflfortunately
the plan was exposed and Maniram was arreste
while Madhu Malik was arrested in Jorhat.

and sentenced tO

capatai : f Jorhat
patain Holroyed, the Mangﬁ'a?s ?cnowﬂ of Malik after that

deportation for his life. Nothing
// 1071/
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U Kiang Nangbah

The freedom fighter from Jayantia Hills in Meghalaya was knowp
for his organizational skills. In 1860, the British had impogeq
tax in Jayantia Hills, leading to a rebellion. Towards the close of
1860, they levied income tax on the people. Byl862, the
Jayantias rose a fierce rebellion led by young U Kiang Nangbah,
In the first rebellion he had kept his identity a secret. The Brit
ish gad no idea of his movements, yet he was finally defeated
because of the superior might of the foreigners. Jowai, a perma-
nent place was besieged by the rebels for about three weeks was
reoccupied amidst heavy causalities. U Kiang Nangbah was be-
trayed, captured and hanged in Lawmusiang on 20th Decem-

ber, 1862.

Gopen Roy
Gopen was a freedom fighter at the forefront of the struggle in

the Barak Valley. He fought for independence first as a member
of an extremist group, Jugantar and later, as a Marxist. He was
imprisoned in July, 1934 for six years on charges of consecu-
tively holding up two government vans which had carried cash
and arms from sylhet to Comilla armory After being released
from the prison during post independence period, he was jailed
in 1948 and during emergency in 1975. An associate of Gopen
Roy, Dipak Bhattacharjya said that he was never self centered.
He devoted himself to teaching. the core tenets of Marxism as
well as our legacy of freedom fighting and tried to dovetail these
with the economic profile of his time,

Tarit Mohan Dasgupta

%‘;;;:u Mohan Dasgupta was a son of a school teacher in

% hisrpar a under Sonamura subdivision of Tripura. Tarit Mohan

i ;ch(?ohng In Agartala Umakanta Academy. While doing
graduation from the famous Victoria College IN Comilla, he

) g ama
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mein contact with mal'ly congress leaders, He
ca 5 for {eading students' demonstration in Com“T
wo years. After returning from Agarta .

s oft
ail f€ petween the Congress leaders of Comil

age” hat he organized in Tri
ess cell the rganized in Tripura, He v
5842 dunng the Quit India Movement and was j;’ilzgefstcd in
or two

5, Assoon as Tripura emerged as a state of the Ing; :
an influential congress leader. 1an union,

as arrested jp
la and sent to
a, he acted as an
la and the small

Tileswari Koch :
TﬂCS\Vari Koch was a young freedom fighter and an active mem

i ional Congress from Dhekiajuli i
per of Indian Nationa gr m Dhekiajuli in Ass
«as shot dead at the age of 12 by the British on 20th Se;?&n%t:
1942 during the Quit Incia Moverpent when she and some free-
dom fighters tried to unfurl the tricolor atop a police station in

Assamni.

Ratna Bala Bora :
Of the numerous women known and unknown of the

Brahmaputra Valley of Assam, who played an important part in
the freedom movement of India, mention may be made of Ratna
Bala Bora of Guwahati. It was she who one of the first women
joined the famous non-cooperation Movement in 1921. She was
the wife of Chandradhar Bora. Ratna Bala Bora was an active
constructive worker of Indian National Congress. During the
time of Quit India Movement of 1942, the women of Assam
became very active and wers ready to die for the motherland.
She joined the movement and visited the different districts of
Assam along with Amal Prabha Das. Her {abour as an active
congress worker bore fruit in time became free from the foreign

rule in 1947, Ratna Bla Das passed away in 1975.
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+th East India showed their immense valor, Courage
riors of Iigle fevel of dedication for the cause of the natjq,
and SI_IPII; their scarifies were yet to be hlghhght?d PTOperly by
Althtiilf the mainstream freedom struggle their efforts wer,
towa '

highly rated.
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The Prospect of
Assamese Handloom and
Textile in the Context of

Cultural Tourism

Dr. Kritanjali Konwar

Introduction :

Cultural tourism includes tourism in urban areas, particularly
historic or large cities, and their cultural facilities, such as muse-
ums and theatres. It can also include rural tourism showcasing
Indigenous cultural communities' traditions, values, and
lifestyles. This form of tourism is also becoming more popular
worldwide, and a recent OECD (Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development) report has highlighted the role
that cultural tourism can play in regional development in differ-
ent locations around the world. The cultural tourism sector cov-
15 Various aspects of travel, where people or tourists know and
learn about each other's way of life and thoughts. In the case of

sam, various cultural components and resources have played
4 Significant role in enhancing the entire tourism scenario. Cul-

/111l
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(< like fairs, festivals, pcrfo."_m‘“gha“z_‘"sual art,
" Jifestylcs, physical artifacts, handicrafts, 5, 1
.l buted towards the dCVCIOpmcm

ave contri ( |
1 which foreign and domestic tourig,
[ entity and background of Assam,

nto Assam, he notices the differen,

forms of arts and crafts prevalent ir} the state. Every §ingle itern
orm.ne can see on the walls and windows of homes is a perfect
;l;zgp]é of the state's tradition 1n arts ar_ld crafts. The tourist
- milar items produced 1n other parts of the

st have secn S1 . .
mu al and creative as the articles

world. but only a few arc as origin .
tourists go on a shopping spree to get

he finds in Assam. The _ _ :
ficent handicraft items that come into

hold of the most magni :
their sight. Notably, Assamese handloom weaving and textile
designs in the handicraft sector have enough potential to draw

the tourist's attention due to their uniqueness.

tural componen
traditions, cusrf)
religious practices h ve
of cultural tourism thm; g
can know about thc.? cultural
The moment a tourist stcps 1

Maintaining the traditional look, the Arts and Crafts of Assam
have been mesmerizing the world from time immemorial. Mak-
ing a statement on the world stage, the silk textiles of Assam
are the most renowned product of Assamese Handicrafts. The
Assqmese has been traditionally a craftsman from time imme-
morial. However, Assam is mostly known for its exclusive silks
and bamboo and cane furniture. Here, several ethnic groups live
in complete harmony and offer many unique cultural and tradi-
tonal objects in this wonderful State.

g;;ilzzrm '(1111;1 Assam is famous for the various silk types pro-
silk. Its kiid s renowned silk type is the Muga, the golden
is only found in Assam, which makes it more ex-
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¢ stayed alive thrpugh the many tribes residing in the state
haowevef: there are immense variations in the styles of weaying

and designing that have been retained and perpetuated by the

cople because of t1-1e1r distinct culu.lral traditions and socio.-
wltural lives: The present paper pI'OVIdf:S a reasonably detajled
gea of the motives ancwl. designs used in Assam'’s textiles and
e potential for promoting them as a major tourist attraction

OBJECTIVES :

(i) This is an attempt to briefly discuss the potential of Assamese
pandlooms and textiles to promote cultural tourism in this area.
(ii) It is also an attempt to explore the probable areas for popu-
arizing the Assamese handloom and textile in front of the world
community. And?

(iii) This study will also illuminate the present scenario of
Assamese hand looms and textiles in the context of cultural
tourism. |

METHODOLOGY :

This study is based on secondary data obtained from various
books, journals, newspaper articles, government documents,
?vebsites, etc. Natural observation of the concerned area 1s also
Important.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION :
Assam has th=.most extended concentration of weavers in In- .
dia. Handloom weaving and its vast range of designs reflect the
Sartorial taste of Assam's multi-faceted composite culture and
tradition. There is hardly any village in Assam where one will
not. hear the rhythmic sound of the looms and shuttles. De-
Zligned dl’flSS materials produced by weavers of Sualkuchi are
is %llly claimed for their uniqueness and quality stan{iards. Assam
IO ¢ home of several types of silks, among which the most

fMinent and prestigious being the Muga silk; Paat and Eri are

/11311
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is used to manufacture
T typc;l-cg lxﬁa:(i“n(;i:khclas, chadars, rihas, gam‘gs}:m
clothes. The Wgs wrindavanivastra,' now preserved in the LO;‘]S
etc. The fam?n 2 bit and picces, was woven by Sri Sanka-fade\,a'
don muscl"}} .ous and social lcader of the 16th (?Cntury_ The
the great rcolg‘ atterns woven on the clothes are fairy talesg with
m‘fst_‘ci’osg‘:ibﬂfm Assam is the home of s_cveral types of s
'ia"ll‘flcsgolécn‘ silk exclusive 18 thf: most prcl))mtlnclzlr:it %nfi Prestigioys
'muga,' only to this State. Bemd.es; thaf, at a 11 €an also pe
found here. Weaving in ASSfiITl is not Ju§t a commercial venture
but a labor of love. The tribal people in Assam have_ Various
colorful costumes, some of which have earned internationa re.
the export market; in a recent govt. A survey has

pute through than 17.16 lakhs of weavers are

observed that in Assam, more W
engaged in 14.09 lakhs of looms and produce 167 million meters

of cloth annually, against the clothing need of neatly 370 mil.
lion meters in the state. In Assam, handloom weaving stands

next only to Agriculture.

Nowadays, Sualkuchi is one of the world's largest weaving vil-
lages, often called the 'Manchester of the East,' a renowned cen-
ter of silk production. The handloom ' textiles of Assam attract
foreign and domestic tourists. Tourism is recognized as a global
instrument that reduces poverty and is a source of income. It is
to be noted that the weaving industry of Assam can fulfill the
aims of reducing poverty and providing a ‘source of income.
Most.of the self-help groups choose weaving as an income SOuIrce.
DCSP{te all odds, the positive growth in tourist arrivals regis-
tered in Assam during the last few years should add to the opti-
mism that a proper strategy and effective plans can help the
weaving industry, o
q eigﬁf%ﬁiﬁg;:;t:cme??mﬂaﬁty bf t'he follf dance of Assam,
domestic tourism C“Elfd a separate place in the foreign and
' markets:ﬁ-’-thejdemandiffor Muga silk is also

1711 A4 1/
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. visible. So, there is enough scope on
bgszrﬂ;’;e nt to eNCOUrage new entrepreneurs by tll)lrigiilr;n;fv;he
fﬂre capital, which 1 furn could open up significant emplon:
ent opportunities thr(_Jugh weaving,. T}}e NEC and DONE}£{
esign many plans to improve the tourism industry. Most of
. plans enncllefl the weaving 11}dustry. Various tourist festival
d, like the tea festival, Dehing-patka festival eIS

qt festival, rain forest festival, etc. These festivals have suc-
4 in attracting a large number of foreign tourists to the
ry festival creates a market in which many handloom

s are sold. The government of Assam is setting

epha
ceede
state. EVC

rextile product
yp an international trade centre called NEDFI Hut, which has
modern facilities to attract the private sector and provide infra-

structure for prospective investors. This trade centre facilitates
the sale of handloom.

Workshops are being organized to train the craftsman to keep
ace with the.ever-changing demands of the national and inter-
national markets regarding the material's colors, design, or tex-
ture. Potential weavers are being identified for training in mod-
ern techniques and handling machines. Some of these weavers
have also been sent to Japan to be trained by Japanese experts.
Like Kerala, the Assam tourism department has decided to set
up model villages to show its ethnic and cultural wealth. The
towns of Sualkuchi is on the list because the enhancement of
the sale of silk would boost the state's economy. In September
2004, govt of India, organized a programme at Sualkuchi to .
acquaint the people of the area with the most common eXpec-
tations that the tourists have regarding their silk. If 1t comes

true, it will make its efforts successful.

Present Threat to Muga Industry in Assam

f the government, W¢ have
f the handloom industry 10

/1151

aesxgite such encouraging efforts 0
fained quite the opposite picture 0



Diamond Jubilee Speci,| Edi
lon

ECLECTIC
iced that in upper Assam, many

Assam. It hgztbflf:irnﬁgs ¢ plants to replace them with te?;agi
I Ufg economic reasons. Simultaneously, ,'unsqupulousr
dens duiarfe 4 blending jow-cost Chinese Tasar S]I}( Yarn (inllg
U‘at(]ieli‘\s/fi ga-—]]ke color) with Mugayarn fOI' weaving fabric, As
;ﬁlcﬁ, there is nothing to 5ay as a blending (;{f Oni(} 0thf:r yarn
goes well in the textile industry for product diversification ang
to reduce the cost of production. However, blending tasar with
Muga and selling the same as pure Muga is fraudulent, as inng.
cent buyers fall prey 10 such an evil deed. The other negative
effect of such an act is that poor muga farmers are not getting

tlier years. Consequently, helpless

buyers of cocoons like in ea .
farmers are ultimately compelled to sell their cocoons at a much
of production. This has discouraged

lower price than the cost

most traditional farmers, who are in dilemma whether to con-

tinue with the Muga rearing. Another threat, as noticed here, is
being transported from

that truckloads of bark of 'Som' trees are
lower Assam to outside the State. It is understood that the

barksare is used to process incensed sticks in Bangalore and other
states. Fresh Sombarks are purchased at Rs. 2 per kg, and sun-
dried bark can fetch Rs. 7 per kg. Since some plantations are
usually away from the farmers' houses and spread over hills and
forests, it becomes easy for interested persons to debark the trecs
and sell the bark. It is well known that the removal of bark will
destroy the plants. And if the present practice continues, there
will be hardly any plants available for Muga raring shortly, thereby
jezpardizing the world-renowned muga siik inducty, the pride
of Assam. ' B

SUGGESTIONS :

Wi : .

I ar(:i: war;t to suggest a few points for the development and pop¥”
i Etzlruzattih: Assafllesc handloom industry :

=-d g and imparting training for the weavers is necessary:

TCLr &/
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2. To provide a hospitable welcome to visitors and sufficient

knowledge about the weaving industry and products.

3. To organize the 'Sipini‘and to offer them awards and

certificates -cum -identification cards.

4.To provide various platforms, such as textile exhibitions and

sale counters in the state, for weavers and local entrepreneurs.

5. To improve the transport and communication system.

6. To encourage local committees and welfare organizations,
including NGOs, to share in the weaving industry in various
ways.

. Giving importance to the international export of Eri
(Attaces ricini), Muga (Antheroco Assamese), and Pat
(Bombyxtextor).

8. A strong and dynamic tourism policy for trade and travel
should be adopted.

9. To develop the form of silk thread into different cost-
effective verities.

10. To provide economic help and proper guidance to the 'spine.’

~J

CONCLUSION :

Assam's tourism has enormous potential to occupy an essential
global market position. The weaving industry of Assam, mainly
dominated by Assamese women, can create an international
position in the cultural tourism industry. Sericulture, the tech-
nique of silk production, is an agro-based industry that has played
“axn essential role in the rural economy of Assam. .Assam can be
proud of and lead towards prosperity through the handloom in-
dustry. During his visit to Assam, Mahatma Gandhi remarked,
"Every woman of Assam is born weaver. No Assamese girls
who do not know how to weave can expect to become a wife.
And she weaves fairy tales in cloth.....as I saw these beautiful
patterns, I could not help but shed a silent tear over India's past
glory and her lost art." Assamese people must survive by retain-
ing their glorious culture of beautiful hand-woven clothes that

1111711
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Impact of
Globalization on Culture

Kakoli Baruah

Introduction '
The word globalization can be defined as an extensive network

of economic, cultural, social and political interconnections and
process which goes beyond national boundaries (yeates 2001).
{tifaceted phenomena. It is the process

It is a complex and mu

international integration as a product of exchange of world views,
products, ideas and other aspects of culture in which worldwide
exchange of national and cultural resources occuIs in the pro-
cess. According to the sociologist Roland Robertson, "Global-
ization as a concept refers both to the compression of the world
and the intensification of consciousness of the world as a whole,

both concrete global interdependence and consclousness of the

globle whole.
n characterized

going phenomeno
among na-

Globalization represents an on
and interdependence

by the growing connectedness
/1119 1/
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, . dividuals and business worldwide. This procegg the ;
tions, INAIVIGUALS € ial and cultural te-
onomic, political, social an al systemg acrg

i -
gration of cconomic, | . :
Iting in increased flows of goods, services, Capity)

borders, resu
people and 1dcas.

The term globalization started appear in'g in IitcraFu re from 198015
Initially it refered mainly the economic transctions and growth
of cconomy. Soon it started penetrating to other fields like
poltical, with weakening authority of states, emergence of g,
bal governance order system etc. globahzatlpr? acquired cultyr,
connotations with global cultural, global civil society etc. and
today the cultural connotation of globalization is also Widely
discussed. Thus the term the globalization acquired aj] these
connotations and exemplifying its influence on different realms

of life.

Objective of the study :

1) The general objective of this study is to explain the cultural
impact of globalization on society.

2) To access the definition of globalization.

3) To explore the cultural impacts of globalization on society.

Methodology :

This study is based on secondary sources of data and the infor-
mation are collected from books, journals, magazine, periodi-
cals and internet sources etc.

Impact of globalization on culture :

Globalization has significantly impact on Indian culture by in-
troducing new ideas, technologies and cultural practices from
around the world. This has led to increase cultural exchange,
adaption of foreign lifestyles and changes in traditional norms
and values,

Throughout history, India has embraced diverse cultural influ-

//120//
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3 contributing to its enrichment.

ences, HOchcI- recen

1 ought significant cultural chan Cent decadeg
e potetal dominance of 1ocal cules Copant 210
pates have ariscn CNCOMPASSING not only politica] gpnq ec:onscr) .
matters but also cllangcs in I‘ashlop, music film, languages mlg
pody 1anguages, food hab1t§, festivals marriage etc, Witha:}ll

rocess globalization, there is an access to Ty grew from 200;3
of the urban population. (1991) to 90% the urpan population
2009). Even in t!lc rural areas satellite T.V has 5 grownup mg:,l
ket. In the cities internet facility is everywhere and extension o.f
internet facilities even to rural areas. There is an increase of
global food chain or re§taurants in the urban areas of India. Ex-
cessive multiplex movie halls big shopping malls and high rise
residential area seen in every cities. Entertainment sector in In-
dia has a global market. After economic liberalization, bollywood
expanded its area and showed a major presence in the global
scale. The industry began to explore new ways to became more
global and modern. In India modernity is observed with the west.
Therefore western philosophy began to be incorporated into
Bollywood films. As these new cultural massages began to reach
the Indian population. Indian movie goers were pushed to re-
evaluate their traditional Indian cultural ideology. Bollywood
movies are also distributed and accepted an international level.
Big international companies i.e walt Disney 20th century fox
and Columbia pictures are investing in this sector Famous inter-
national. This brands such as Armani, Gucci, Nike and omega
are also making investment in the In2:an market with the chang-
Ing of fashion statement of Indians.

A definition of globalization as "Americanization" or perhaps
the "MC donaldization", of the world presents globalization as
4 process driven by American consumer culture that rolls over
Other cultures, On the other hand another definition of.global:
ation would highlight its cross cultural impact, taking mto;lc :
count the nature of globalization as a way cultures interact
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1 Tt is very important to mention her
; cach other. It 1s very ” ‘ € thy
learn from orld have been affected by the monDpol;

Iturc of the W _ -
every Cu anning of the west to horn.o{cf;enize

ern CU <. So the pl

at western € ilture. 00 . |
W 1 ler t over 1t o uccessful 0 _
the rorld 1n order to rule over it became S thr Ugh i

instrument and means of globalizatlon_. First they capture q
market then gradually and slowly CV.GIY fiC‘ld was controlled by
them. Every nation in the world has 118 distin culture and valves
which is transmitted to them by their ancestors which can pe
called ones cultural heritage. Though globalization has some gooqg
Simensions also but mostly its benefit goes to well of countries
of the world especially to west. Today there 1s 1dentity crisig
ones identity is under threat. Globalization created a materialist
culture where everybody is concerned with his own interest and
benefit, nobody is bothering about others. A culture at consum-
erism and pop culture affected., other cultures of the world
that were having a glorious and best civilization and cultural
valves which were based on humanity, tolerance, world brother-
hood, social justice, egalitarianism etc.

Findings and conclusion

GIqba]izatiqn has significantly impact Indian culture by intro-
ducing new ideas, technologies and cultural practices from around
the wqud. _This has led to increase cultural exchange, adoption
at foreign lifestyles and changes in traditional norms and values.

The major consequences : ;
: ; s of globalization have been the
‘ghaeﬂéfgl(?grlﬁcauon of traditional religions and belief systems,
rics and sharegd of the disintegrates of the traditional social fab-

norms by consumerism, cyber culture, newfangled

religions and changi .
; 8ing work et
spreading anomic forcj Hics; and quk rhythms, thf.t faf.;t
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i the third world countries. Tt if fair to g

globalization in the cultural sphere has, most generyyy, been

viewed in a pessimistic light. Typically it has been associated
with the destruction of cultural 1d.cptiﬁes, victims of the accel-
crating encroafﬂmeﬂt ofa h.ornogemzed, westernized, consumer
culture. This view the constituency for which extends from some
academics tO aqtlglobahzatwn‘_actwists (Sheppard and Hayduk
2002) tends to interpret globahgation. as a seamless extension
of indeed as a euphemism for western cultyrg]
imperialism.'l‘hough globalization has some negative impact but
it has got huge impact on cultural sphere too there are also im-
portant forms of reproduction, interconnection and time space
aspect of these cultures and associated cultural practices, glo-
palization is not only about interplays between local, regional,
‘national and global scales but also about the interconnectedness
flows and uneven development in the world.

y that the lmpm of

Culture is not static it evolves and adopts to social changes.
Globalization often fosters the development of not only new
local traditions but also global ones, creating a diverse tapestry
of cultural influences.

Lastly cultural change shown the modification of society through
innovation, invention, discovery on contact with other societies
(Johnson 2001). Reghunath (2017) concluded that the cultural
changes are the function of three elements which are invents,
'~ discovery and diffusion. Furthermore industrialization, ur.bqn-
ization, modernization and globalization have c:ontribu_ted to sig-
nificant changes in the culture of the world. So the impact of
globalization is great in on Indian culture.
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plans and SpeCifiCatiOHS for
the Natural Preservation of
Rare books or Manuscripts

Abhijit Borpuzari

Introduction

The irreplaceable cultural legacy of humanity is preserved in
the form of documents housed in libraries and museums. In the
evolution of contemporary education, ancient and medieval
texts are regarded as the most crucial resources. These histori-
cal writings serve as invaluable assets in shaping our national
and cultural identity. Across the nation, numerous libraries and
librarians bear the crucial responsibility of safeguarding manu-
scripts. This significant task also involves data scientists, archi-
vists, curators, and scholars. All manuscripts and rare books share
a common need for specialized care to maintain their condition
and structure over time. To address this, libraries and museums
have implemented various preservation techniques, worked on
preventing future deterioration, and developed in novative solu-
tions for existing issues. While modern conservation methods
and chemical treatments are available, concerns about human
safety persist. This article explores the use of traditional and
natural preservation methcds for manuscript conservation.

2. Conservation requirements

The preservation of manuscripts and rare books requires me-
ticulous attention. Given the ephemeral nature of Ibalak, extra
Precautions are necessary to ensure their new environment does
not hasten deterioration or introduce new issues. Books of any
age can be harmed by dust, humidity, and even chemicals emit-

/112571
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den shelving. To properly showcase o safe.

ard the collection of manuscripts or rarc books, certain naty,
illl or conventional techniques must be (_:mplc.)yed. These meth.
ods are essential for maintamning the items in an appropyiy,,

condition for both display and Jong-term conservation.

ted from subpar WOO

2.1 Climate and humidity | ;
Delicate manuscripts and rare text editions are hlg_h]y Suscep.
ture and humidity. To ayg;q

tible to minor fluctuations in tempera 1d i
damage such as paper splitting or defects, it is crucial to main-

tain a temperature range of 65-70 degrees Fahrenheit and a steady
humidity level between 30-50 percent. Many libraries utilize
climate-controlled rooms to store valuable old artwork, which
can significantly extend their preservation. Interestingly, it is
thought that implementing natural temperature control and ven-

g

tilation methods, rather than relying on modern air-conditionin
systems, could be more advantageous and beneficial for human-

ity in the Iong run. ;

2.2 Sunlight
While any type of light can result in long-lasting chemical alter-

ations and book retention on paper, sunlight's ultraviolet (UV)
rays are especially dangerous and can degrade old books. Even
if the book is taken out of direct sunlight, this UV can still harm
it. absolute text drying, paper yellowing or velveting, fabric
damage, and binding splits. Reduce the amount of light that
books are-exposed to in order to preserve them, yet particularly
in direct sunshine. Purchase a cover that blocks direct UV rays

and keep it in a room with low light levels or near a window.

2.3 Dust
It is quite difficult to keep a library dust-free. To prevent need-

i;i:si ;llltleraCtion inth oil or other natural components, texts arc
g ; y stored in one location for extended periods of time
€ rarely touched. These trash have the potential to accu-
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mulate dust, which could lead to an increase in bug infestation
pecause of their immobile character. Dusting should be done
on a regular basis to preserve rare texts or manuscripts. Dust
should be gently removed from the other side of the spine using
a soft-colored brush or cloth, as the top of the book is likely to
retain the most dust and dcbris.

2.4 Materials uscd in the text
One of the main issues with library collections seems to be the
reduction of paper-based items. The majority of the compounds
found in wood are acidic wood components. In a similar vein,
used resin paper also contains acid salts. Papers made with this
chemical technique degrade and get acidic when exposed to high
humidity and temperatures. Iron gall, which contains ferrous
sulfate, was used to make printing ink starting in the early nine-
teenth century. It oxidizes to produce sulfuric acid. Along with
the acidity of the ink paper, text is removed from the paper.
The protective salts that were formerly accessible in leather are
absent from the leather used for bindings. This was due to pres-
sure for more leather by the change binder in the tanning method
at the bottom. Such leathers become dry over a period of time.
‘ e St ST LR L T !
2.5 Biological'Agents . =~ =
One of the main issues with library collections seems to be the
reduction of paper-based items. The majority of the compounds
found in wood are acidic wood components, In a similar vein,
used resin paper also contains acid salts. Papers made with this
chemical technique degrade and get acidic when exposed to high
humidity and'temperatures. ‘Iron gall, which contains ferrous
sulfate, was used to make printing ink starting in the early nine-
teenth century,- It oxidizes to produce sulfuric acid. Along with
the acidity of the ink paper, text is removed from the paper.
The protective salts that were formerly accessible in leather are
absent from the leather nsed for bindings. Food items and or-
ganic packaging materials for. mechanicalior magnetic carriers
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2.6 Air Pollutants

Air pollutants, commonly referred to as environ

ants in gaseous form, include ozone, sulfur dioxicrin <t Pollyg

ide, and emissions from factories or motor vehicl € Nitroys Ox.

rate due to corrosion or acid assault. Sand arf's that detcn'o:

sludge are examples of solid pollutants that eIJJ(hi];ftI eti and dyg
€ growtp

of biological agents and are abrasive i
ag e ln 1
products' ability to create acids. nature. These aid in the

].:3[; T;g;hjtional n_lethods of preservation
addition to being a crucial issue for librarians, docum
’ ént pres-

ervation is i
ranon a{asfda ctiltlahcatfa one for scholars, archivists, cu
i ormants, & other kinds of organizations. Our ost o
e c&}llsset is the ancient manuscripts writt mOost pre-
, : : en in i
e alre :f;e a priceless repository of infonnatioxlln % or
tic, linguistic, and ective tools for preserving our litera LI
able informa;:ion aigltﬂl;ral legacy. The only sources of urgimagns-
taken t ese. As a result, eve i
o0 preserve these monies for year’s to g;gempt st be

3. .
M(l)dgy Ci“ﬁﬁ%eﬁow Methods ?
able for the géﬁrelmemCId?s and repellents are readily avoil-
vation techniques hzfvr eservation of manuscripts. More pres::r-
vancements. Even if - emerg‘?d as a result of technological ad-
porary technology, an manuscripts are preserved using contem-
.used and valued tédameflt preservation techniques are still widely
y since they have advantages of their OWI

like:

1. Thes
2. Thesz a;:ﬂnot dangerous to human health.
not adversely affect the product.

i ——
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3. The methods do not require much skill, equipment
and money
An attempt 18 made to give an overview of how to prevent in-
sect infestation in the manuscript repository by using traditional
methods, Indian herbal pesticides and insecticides.

4. Traditional preservation methods in India :

Indians have a very long history of conservation expertise.
Manuscnpts have been preserved using a variety of local tech-
niques since ancient times. Because scholars at the time were
well aware of the fundamental causes of manuscript deteriora-
tion, including thinness, dust, heat, and humidity, manuscripts
were typically wrapped with fabric to shield them from these
possible elements. Some customs, however, have been preserved
and are still followed by the people who looked after the manu-
scripts. They are

1. Even before the manuscripts are inscribed on the leaves, they
are guaranteed safe keeping. In order to protect against pest
damage, seasonal leaves were either cooked in water or covered
under mud.

2. Typically, the process of bmdmg manuscripts involves perfo-
rating the leaves and securing them with thread. To safeguard
the leaves from potential damage caused by the threads, they
are positioned between two sturdy, flat wooden boards. These
wooden boards provide protection by preventing any friction
on the leaves from both sides.

3. The mazuseriots wWerc sa:feguarded from dust, insects; ca3d -
fluctuations in atmospheric humidity, as well as from the ab-
sorption of acidic fumes, by being encased in cloth.

4. The manuscripts were protected from dust, insects, and varia-
tions in humidity, as well as from the absorption of acidic va-
pors, by being enclosed in fabric..

5. The manuscripts are encased in silk fabric, as silk is resistant
to bookworms, which has led to its mdespread application.

6. Bundles: of manuscripts _qare also housed in heavy wooden

/1129 /]
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inimize harsh cl.lmatlc chqnges

d1eTs]\;sC tscéi::uiﬁc updcrstandmg rcgardn.ng tht} use of alm
7. kitchen indicates that the smoke particleg POSSac. | Caye,
in the Ito deter inscct infestations on palm [eyp maess the
%’:}::}'j’:t is truc that the accumulation of Smoke m'““s(‘rimg?
tially harm the manuscripts, this method has Proven ¢, bepg .
tive in providing protection. . e
8. The exposure of foliage to thel gentle light Of the tisiy
setting sun inhibits the growth of insects and mlcroOfganjsg or
9. In some places, underground cells are Prepared for the iy e?s'
vation of manuscripts M-
10. The manuscripts are usually ex_posed to the sun jp the [y,
month of Bhadrava i.e. August since the rays of the e X
most favourable in that particular month. It kijjs the Worm
under the sun
5. Use of herbal and natural products:
Some plants and their products, which have beeq Tecognizeq
since ancient times, have disinfectant properties and redyce in-
sect susceptibility. The following are mentioned:
1. Dried and powdered ashwagandha is stored in small packets,
which are wrapped in cloth to protect against insect infestations.
2. Dried ginger pieces are positioned alongside the manuscript
fragments to safeguard them against insect infestations.
3. Manuscript leaves are treated with lemon-grass oil to enhance
their durability, effectively inhibiting microbial growth.

- Some libraries use sandalwood or kumkum fruit powder
l(which is red in colour) which acts as a verv good insect repel-
ent. : :
5. Some natural products such as garlic, sandalwood or clove oil
extracts are advantageous in restoring the flexibility of palm
leaf manuscripts,
g- g?)‘:fiered e(liiwa_in also acts as an insecticide and ﬁmgicllg;"nu_
Sc;ripts Powder is used to kill maggots that develop on
8. A combination of neem leaves and citronella is recognized
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for its insecticidal propertics, making it suitable for use in librar-
ies to aid in the preservation of manuscripts,

9. Dricd tobacco lcaves serve as a protective measure for manu-
scripts against insect infestations. Typically, these leaves are con-
tained within small cloth bags and arranged on the shelf along-
side the manuscript. The presence of nicotinic acid in the leaves
acts as a deterrent to insccts.

10. Mint lecaves also repel ants and cockroaches

11. Black cumin (black cumin) which gives an intense aromatic
smell and is also used as an insect repellent

12. Sandalwood dust is commonly used by many libraries for
insects

13. Neem o1l comprises a category of compounds that function

as insect growth regulators. Its application has been acknowl-
edged since ancient times.

14. Wooden boards that are affixed to bundles of manuscripts

are susceptible to insect damage; therefore, certain libranes uti-

lize neem wood for these boards, as it offers protection against

flies.

15. Corfu oil is also:used to protect.: manuscripts.

16. Application of garlic paste to seasonal palm leaves is well

known for its decontaminating effect.

17. In addition, tea leaves, basil, eucalyptus leaves, etc. are used

to protect the manuscripts covered with cloth from insects.

EA TR of B L

5. Conclusion

Library materials, being organic in nature, are inherently subject

to degradation over time. Consequently, it is imperative for li-

braries to utilize indigenous materials for preservation purposes,

ensuring that these resources remain functional for an extended

period. Local products tend to exhibit greater durability. Manu-

scripts img&gs}ﬁj;ﬂ:f‘c;positories of our culture and traditions,

making their collection crucial for the intellectual advancement

of the nation, Unfortunately, many manuscripts have encoun-
erous challenges in the past, resulting in significant

LEEY -ﬁ;} /113111
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Mejankari- the Secondary host of
Muga Silkworm

Chitralekha Gogoi

Muga silkworm, Antheraea assamensis Helfer, is a semidomes-
ticated sericogenic polyphagus insect that feeds on a variety of
plants. Based on the feeding behavior and food preferences, food
plants of muga silkworm were categorized into two groups, viz.,
primary and secondary. The primary host plants of Muga silk-
worm are Persea bombycina (Som) and Litsea monopetala
(Sualu). There are several secondary host plants, among which
Litsea cubeba (Mejankari) is one of the most important one.
Litsea cubeba (Mejankari) an evergreen aromatic tree is the sec-
ond most preferred secondary host plant of muga silkworm.
The plant is generally found in foothills and plains in forest eco-
system of northeastern India.'

Sericulture has become an agro-based industry in the region and
plays a significant role in economy and employment of the

people of northeastern India. ?

The silkworm is endemic to Assam and adjoining areas of north-
eastern India, which produces natural golden coloured exquisite
silk, At present the annual production of the Muga raw silk is
about 233 metric ton in the year 2019-2020.°

Muga silkworm larvae feed on L. cubeba produce a spegial kind
of silk known as 'mejankari silk' which is admired for its dura-
bility, luster and glossy creamy white shade.”

Only healthy and strong muga silkworm larvae can feed on L.
/1133 //
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caves and survive; worms hatched oyt of Joy, -

ive on mejankari tree and hence ity
this pI?nd with L. cubeba plants, the Sl;k produced frOm .VOrm,
I‘)nglnccfrfsidered superior over Muga silk and it j ﬁvexliimag
milch costlier.” &
The Ahom Dynasty was established in Assam witp the i,
cion of Tai Ahoms in 1228 AD. During the supremacy . tht
Ahom rulers, the silk Industry of Assam and especially (pe mug,
silk received encouragement from the royal Dynasty it yag
perceived as the royal fabric. It was aIs.o reported that Muga sjp
produced by silkworm reared on "mejankari" leaves wer, v
much precious and used exclusively by the royal family,

Nowadays, there is no regular cultivation of this tree; it grows

from seeds carried out through excreta of birds. The seed has a
hard coat, therefore it is highly restricted to some pockets of
Jorhat and Sivasagar district only. Consequently, the mejankar

silk production has also been decreased.$

Although L.cubeba has potential as an industrial CTOp 1O sys-
tematic plantation of L.cubeba is available in the country for
silkworm farming. Even though mejankari is the costliest silk
with high demand, farmers usually do not prefer this plant be-
cause seedlings are too difficult to obtain for cultivation. This is

mainly due to low seed germination rate even under ideal condi-
tions. N

Wild muga silkworms are also found sometimes in L.cubeba

P IanFs 8rowing in natural forests, Although 20-30 years ago t.he

°Pecies was abundant in the region, the population has been dip

PINg in recent years and has become raw due to many anthrop0-

fuegc faCtOIjS such as large scale deforestation, floods, agricul
€Xpansion and encroachment,’
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The other regions for its declining population in i

Lhe : 5 A clude cep-
tibility to diseases, inability to withstand water Ioggi;t; S}sltsron
sunlight, heavy rainfall and self propagation limitations’g s

The plant is not only popular for silkworm reari

its medicinal and industrial value. All parts ofe?hr;n;gttails?lsio;
for medicinal purposes. Essential oil extracted from the plant
(leaf and seeds) has demonstrated antifungal and antibacterial
properties. Distribution of any plant species normally depends
on mechanisms of seed dispersal and germination
success. Therfore efforts should be made to understand seed bi-
ology and germination ecology of the plant. Although the meth-
ods of vegetative propagation like leaf bud cutting and air lay-
ering lacking for L.cubeba. Specific breeding goals and conser-
vation strategies of L.cubeba plant are of urgent need.Unlike
primary food plants of muga silkworm, germplasm resources
and effective package and practices for L.cubeba are not yet
available.14.Moreover genetic diversity of L.cubeba in north-
eastern India and the regional variation in terms of plant chem-
istry have not been explored.
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troduction ..
(I}nalactic rotation curves are one of the mos_t significant Obser.
tional challenges in astrophysics. Observational data fyop, iy,
va how that the rotational velocities Of starg

erous spiral galaxies sho _
:j;d gas in galaxies remain approximately constant far beyong
the visible matter distribution, contrary to the predictiong from

Newtonian mechanics and General Relativity. This diSCrepancy

has been traditionally explained by postulating the presence of
missing matter. The discovery of this hidden galactic masgs Was

first proposed by JH. Oort in the early 1930s when he idens.
fied discrepancies in the motion of stars in our galaxy by sug-
gesting a larger mass than visible one [Oort, J.H. (1932)]. Soon
after, F. Zwicky in 1933 observed the velocity dispersion of gal-
axies in the Coma cluster. He suggested that the visible mass
could not account for the gravitational effects of galaxies. This
suggestion led to the concept of "missing mass" or dark matter
[Zwicky, F. (1937)]. Four decades later, Vera Rubin.and her col-
laborators, in a landmark study of galactic rotation curves, fur-
ther reinforced the notion that the distribution of visible matter
In galaxies is insutficient to explain their dynamics [Rubin, V.C.
(1983)]. Their research highlighted that the rotational velocity
of stars does not decrease as expected but remains flat at large
distances from tl}e galactic center, implying the presence of an
;llnsegn mass. This phenomenon, where the rotation curve stays
% :iSteflscI;uffa d;if]:rease in visible matter, is consi§tent with ths
of dark m matter. However, the lack of direct detectio!
atter has led to alternative approaches such as modt-
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fied gravity theories to explain galactic rotation curves. These
gravity theories, including f{(R) gravity, propose that these ef-
fects could arise from modifications to the gravitational field
itself. In this context, the Starobinsky model of f(R) gravity
proposed by Alexei Staroblnsky [l as an extension of General
Relatnnty presents a promising framework. This model adds

er-order curvature terms to the gravitational action, which
could potentially account for cosmic and galactic phenomena
without the need for dark matter. In this paper, we explore the
dynamics of galaxies in the Starobinsky f(R) framework and
analyze its implications for understanding galactic rotation

curves.

Our aim is to explore the viability of Starobinsky modified f(R)
gravity model in galactic scale by analyzing the implications of
this model for galactic dynamics, particularly focusing on the
rotation curves of galaxies that arise from the modified equa-
tions of monon |

: U e
11. Fleld Eqnatlons in f f(R) Grmty
A modified theory of gravity extends the theory of General
Relatmty by generahzmg the Einstein-Hilbert (E-H) action. f(R)
gravity is a modlﬁed gravxty theory In which the Ricci scalar R
appearing in the tracﬁtlonal"E-H action is replaced with a func-
tion, f(R) of it 11; [SotmoL;{ffTPf&?Fa;'aom V. (2010), Felice, A. D.,

0. 0

_,, "".-.;-'"i‘,q_—‘ - 3 . u P
R)d*ct Smi . ()

here lc SnGi, g-\ =2 "f 1y ‘_;.LR‘ iR1c01 scalar, S_ = Action
COTfeSPOIldlng to ma _;r J V'E dix = Spacetlme volume
element, s FLEL D N, MR :

Variation of actlon (1 ymglc actlon prmc1ple results,

ur';f. ‘. 3
' el I”|" (2)
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Nirthemore,

SHR) L. SR

. ditR) TR AR 25 st
where {i(R) = —%k— R . Hence equation (2) le

aiven below- . SR 1
h &R(R) Sgiv T3 ﬂR)gm o k'I‘J,,-_

The Rica scalar R 1s given as

ads tq th
© forp,

(3)

= g!“‘R
. . v
AsR = R° = ,ORis 'obtz.uned from the variatiop of Riem
curvature tensor R which is defined as

Riow = s rg" - rﬁc+ I‘ﬁ\’ rgc - ﬂ}zo' riv.

Hov
| .. . . SR
Moreover, the vananézn of connection gives sgiv as follows

s Ruv — VuVat gy, o,

(4)

where Q= gP Vv, 7, = VP ¥, 1is the Laplace operator in four
dimensions
Equations (3) and (4) yields
1
BRR,, — 2 TR — (W, — 8uv ) r(R) = KT (5)

Equation (5) represents the field equations of f{R) gravity theory
for a System. These are fourth order partial differential equa-
Hons in the metric giiv. ¥ £ (R) is a constant, then, f(R) is 2
linear function of R and the theory reduces the standard GR.
Trace of the €quation is as follow

The form of modifieg Einstein equations is obtained from €qu&

tion (6) as
Gm. = .E.'I.“_“l 3 f(R)-R (VuVv — g D)fR(_R_)_ (7)
Suv 2fr(R) fr(R)
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@ Gpw — keﬁ' [Tl.l\! + TE\,])

where

K _ 1 [ f(R)=RIR(R)
ke = T =1 T R g + (TuWy — g, R

(3)
is introduced as effective stress energy tensor. Equation (7) is

the modified Einstein equation of f(R) gravity in metric formal-
ism.

III. Equation Governing Spherically Symetric System

We aim to study the rotational curves of spiral galaxies without
invoking the presence of dark matter. To achieve this, we model

such a galaxy as an isolated system, described by a static, spheri-
cally symmetric metric, as presented here

(10)
1)

(14)
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Summation of equations (13) and (14) results,

w'+:9‘ =kE(p+pE) .

r e?
If is a well defined differential expression, it shoulq 15;113(),
solution like [Sobouti, Y. (2007)]
e?e’= Q(r).

| . . e (g
In general relativity, the function B(r) is 1 as in this Case e'\;

e"?=1 [Hobson, M. P. et al.,(2006)]. But we are working with
modified gravity where Q(r) should be slightly different from
unity. So we assume that [Sobouti, Y. (2007)]

5

Q@ =(%), )

where ? is small dimensionless parameter, s is scale length of
the system. Equation (16) may take the form

w+9=35n(5)

° @ +9=8[Sm () —=In ®)]=2.

H

(18)
Use of equation (18) in equation (15) results

9 _ -1
e® = 8[ke r2(p+ pE)] . (19)
And g tt component of the metric coefficient can be written as

e® = kg 61 5_6r8+2( p+ pE) . : (20)

The effective energy density from equation (8) is obtained as’
pt = i‘[i (RfR— f(R)) = (::g{ + DfR] R (21)

where fR = df/dR . In the next, we will derive rotational veloc-

Ity equation for a test particle moving around the center of the

galaxy by considering a f(R) gravity model.

We consider the Starobinsky f(R) gravity model for our study

which is [Starobinsky,

/11421
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f(R)= R-fR, |1~(1 + ,.»J l

The Re is in the typical energy scale, the indey n
7 are chosen to be positive cons [,]n[q Now

(22)

and parameter

df . 20 n n-1

fr

R?.
an e |1+ 2 (23)
Fquations (23) and (21) results
- R s rR?y\ M 2RRn pz -
= —| B Re [1 (1 + ?r"f) ]—--——-——Rc L4 i l |
’ (24)

Substitution of this equation in (19) givcs
_2Bn(,  RHT
9 = 6{1 R (1+ F;:") }
: = v
e
(25)

In spirals, though the baryomc matters are concentrated in the
form of gas, dust and stars in the disk of the galaxies, it can be
reasonable that the density distribution of baryonic matter in

the halo of the galaxy is approximated to a spherically symmet-
ric model and changes according to power law [Binney, J., &
Tremaine, S. (1987), Lobo, E. S. N., & Harko, T. (2018)] given as

p=por? 26)

Where 2 and 7_(0 )are positive constants with 7<3 and ?_(0 )=1.
By using this we can write equanon (25) with k = 1 in following

form 2y —n—1
2Bn R
5{1— 1+ Rc) ]

( ;'5-1» [BRc[ (1+ RE -n] 5&[1{%% -HHD . @7

Further. e”? given in eauation (20) can now be expressed as

D n=r e g, o8)
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atiation of equation (28)
w.I.t. 't yi
r.t.'r' yields

iy ¢ A(2+4 ) “ﬁ) 1‘8— p- 14 B I'6+1

fl) et
b}

diﬁﬂn

Diftere

(29)

R s

T —

1 Rz -n-1
o [1+ = ]
C

FOHO\Ving the
wi
of the test pa nisl‘zk_ﬁdd approximation, th
obtained as [Hark in spherically SYmm’e € tangential velo;
o, T. (2008), Sefiedger: XICS spacetime ¢ a‘;q;y
. A. S, et al. =

V= JE diofF
S -2—[ (2+8 —B) 10— F-13 g 041
gg:iflnﬂers and fit the ?thlon qf T for different
ship i data of two galax_eomtlcal rotation cu values of model
[hepgle?ldlcates that the ta;es as shown in ﬁgurr:?s "‘[“;uﬂl observa-
27t balo rema gential veloci . This relation-
rotaty f rem 0C1 0 ; on
b P bsaried for on oY o test particle it
in the ;ls ﬂatnCSS can be or Particles orbitin C(]):llints for *he flat
alo region. Obs explained without in § the galactic cen-
ervational data quggevtOkt}Ill g dark mar™
L sts that the tangen-

tial velocitv ;
300 P 1n this const
. ant velocity region lies b
ty etween 100-
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v (krrvs)

10

- 8 ’f'—"""""
:

Fig.I: Variation of rotational velocity V' with radial distance 'r'
(Rotation Curves). The black dots represent observed data points
for the rotational velocity of the corresponding galaxies.

IV. Conclusions :

In recent years, there has been growing interest in modified theo-
ries of gravity as potential alternatives to the dark matter hy-
=3 ,pothesm ‘These theories propose that the observed discrepan-
-."t cies between 'predicted ‘and actual galactic dynamics could be
4 - duemmodlﬁcainons of the gravitational interaction itself, rather
, {ﬁ_m@ hTes :;_e;ofi unseen matter. It struggles to account for
'J . observation: @ lar; ersscales, such as galaxy clusters and cos-
B Zﬁllj)ﬁ! phern mena, Modlﬁed ‘gravity models extend
M general theory of relativity by introducing additional
 depreec £ -,.J_.'_sz-j to the _grawtatlonal field equation:c. ‘These
- include thec _\::‘m. f'L‘ f(R) gravity, scalar-tensor theories, fR,T)
- gravity theori )Wmthe Einstein-Hilbert action,
"'f spaoetlme, is generalized by re-
a. a flmcnon f(R) This modifica-
.H e.l _equations and can lead to dif-
behavior of gravitational systems on

eldeveloped an approach to address
nsiderin .m.‘r‘f egf(R) modified theories
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especially in galactic scale. Efforts are concentryy,
‘ be a particle's velocity in d
a

of gravity . _
on uncovering the means 10 dcscrlc e
region with no n¢ : er. We b

onstant velocity _
cons by employing a f{lR) model of the fotmn

pafomwd the study

. R? "‘"]

oD 11 - + =
fR) = R ﬁ&[l (1 Rg-)

additional matter content needed for the obgey.
for the galaxies with the help of the extr,
the field equation of the theory. It is to pe
{imited our study within dark matter hajg
sumed to be approximately spherical’
el yields the constant velocity profile
cles moving far away from the galac-

and found thy; i

can explain the
vational agreement
degree appeared 1
noted that we have
the shape of which is as

Indeed, our specified mod
which is observed for parti

tic center.
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Nanotechnology :
The Tiny Revolution Shaping
Our Future

Pranjal Pankaj Baruah

Nanotechnology, often called the science of the small, is a
groundbreaking field that manipulates matter at the nano-scale-
between 1 and 100 nanometers. To put this into perspective, a
nanometer is one-billionth of a meter, approximately 100,000
times smaller than the width of a human hair. At this scale,
materials exhibit unique properties-such as increased strength,
lighter weight, enhanced chemical reactivity, and improved elec-
trical conductlwty—not present in their larger counterparts. These
_properties n ;anoteology a transformative force across

= dﬂ— o r-‘!ﬁ

_e and electronics to energy and

.ectlon of physics, chem-
' i?"g desxgnmg and manipu-
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hnological advancements like the sczclinnmg.tunneﬁng iy,
tec d scientists to observe and manipulate Matte,

(Roco & Bainbridge, 2001). at

scope enable
the nanoscale

At its core, nanotechnology leverages quantum me Chanics.the
branch of physics that governs bel?avmr at tiny Scalt".'S-to achioy,
unprecedented control over rpfttfenal properties. This abjj; ty b,
opened up a world of possibilities for innovation,

Applications of Nanotechnology

1. Medicine: A Revolution in Healthcare

Nanotechnology is revolutionizing medicine by €nabling moye
precise diagnostics and treatments. One of its most Promising
applications is in drug delivery systems. Traditional medicatiopg
often affect healthy cells alongside diseased ones, leading to side
effects. Nanoparticles can be engineered to deliver drugs directly
to targeted cells, such as cancerous tumors, minimizing harm to
healthy tissues, =

latly, résea.rchér§ ér_e‘ciigx'rellopin'g "nanoshells" coated with gold
that can absorb infrared light and generate heat to destroy can-

cet cells without damaging surrounding tissues (Ferrari, 2005).

tum dots-semiconducto? qang-pgx;ti_élgs-are being used as fluo-
Cells and tissues with high precr-

T8 ey

Moreover Lol ‘:] . 1‘:_‘;.a‘-‘ L in 1"' ..; . .l ]

medicine,"ﬁzzg tijiat Ologym b:emg explored for regenerative
: “y - AN D st S S ey i
tures, aiding =2 L. _qnalsw‘cg - mimic ,!lf'!‘_tural"'blplqgcal struc
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Jmple, silver n;mo-.particles are incorporated into bandages to
sromote faster healing by preventing infections (Raj et al. » 2009),

5. Elcctronics: Smaller, Faster, Smarter

The electronics industry has been one of the biggest beneficia-
ries of nanotechnology. As devices become smaller and more
powerful, nanotechnology enables advancements in transistors-
the building blocks of electronic circuits. Today's transistors are
_ justa few nanometers in size, allowing for faster processing speeds
and reduced energy consumption.

Nanotechnology has also contributed to the development of
flexible electronics. Graphene-a single layer of carbon atoms
arranged in a hexagonal lattice-is being used to create bendable
screens for smartphones and wearable devices (Novoselov et
al., 2004). Additionally, carbon nanotubes are being integrated

into electronic components to enhance their conductivity and
durability.

Another exciting application is nanosensors-tiny devices capable
of detecting temperature, pressure, or chemical composition
changes. These sensors have applications ranging from environ-
mental monitoring to healthcare diagnostics.

3. Energy: Powering a Sustainable Future . .
Nanotechnology holds great promise for addressing global en-

ergy challenges by improving energy production, storage, and
efficiency.

Solar Energy

Nano-materials are being used to enhance the efficiency of so-
lar panels by increasing their ability to absorb sunlight. For in-
Stance, perovskite nanoparticles have shown remarkable poten-

/151 //
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ould turn any surface i N €nergy ge”flfatnr

(Green et al.,
«olar cells that «

Baticries ¢. nanotechnology is driving innovatiop, in
e o 3 eries with na icle . ©
ithium-ion batteric " oparticle by,

In encrgy StoTag
» technology. ' '
tery technoioB 1er encrgy density and faster charging fime
-3

er higl
sctrodes offer hig ) ; |
fm-t sared to traditional batteries (Talascpn & Armand, 2001)
conp ncements are crucial for electric vehicles ang Teney,.

These adva
able energy Systems.

Hyvdrogen Fuel Cells . .
?\T;n chm lysts are improving the efficiency of h)fdrogen fuel cef
gy reducing the amount of precious metals like platinyum Te.
quired for their operation. This makes fuel cells more affordapye

and sustainable.

4. Environment: Cleaning Up Our Planet

Nanotechnology offers innovative solutions for environmenta]
remediation by addressing pollution and resource scarcity.

Water Purification
Access to clean water remains a global challenge. Nanofiltration
membranes are being used to remove contaminants such as heavy
metals and pathogens from water sources (Shannon et al., 2008).
Additionally, nanoscale materia's like titanium dioxide can break
down organic pollutants through photocatalysis.

AirPollution
Nanoparticles are also employed in air purification systems to

captiire harmful pollutants like carbon dioxide and particulate
mattert [MEfaI-orgamc frameworks (MOFs) are highly porous
e eble O_f cfficiently trapping greenhouse gases.
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Waste Management ,
Nanotechnology contributes to waste management by enabling
the recycling of materials at an atomic level. For instance, re-

searchers are developing processes to extract valuable metals
from clectronic waste using nanomaterials.

5. Consumer Products: Enhancing Everyday Life
Nanotechnology has already made its way into many consumer
products:

Cosmetics: Nanoparticles like zinc oxide and titanium dioxide
are used in sunscreens to provide better UV protection without
leaving a white residue.

- Textiles: Nanocoatings make fabrics stain-resistant or water-
repellent while maintaining breathability.

- sports Equipment: Carbon nanotubes enhance the strength and
durability of tennis rackets, golf clubs, and bicycles without

trate how nanotechnology is enhanc-
_ ur daily lives.
d Ck éﬁQé‘S;f;rLr';.f_

and challenges that must be

i i 1

_._. d dispos-

153/

bt



|

Diamond Jubje
D ¢ Spcciﬂl
e
On

ECLECTIC
.21 require careful assessment. If not
me nanoparticles may accumulae 'inman'
CCo.

systems OF disrupt natural processes-
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nanotechnologies could Widep
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petween countries Or communities w;
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tions and those without. |

3. Econonl
The high €OSt ©
pomic disparities
cess to these innova

4. Regulation

Establishing standardized nanotechnology research and comme.

cialization regulations is essential to ensure safety without g;.

fling innovation.

Addressing these cOncermns requires collaboration among sciep.
industry leaders, and ethicists.

tists, policymakers,
The Future of Nanotechnology
The future of nanotechnology is incredibly promising as research

ers continue to push boundaries: |
1d one day navigate through

¢ In medicine, "nanorobots" cou
bloodstreams to repair damaged tissues or deliver drugs with

unparalleled precision.
o In computing, quantum dots may enable quantum computers

to solve complex problems beyond the reach of classical ma-

chines.
+ In space exploration, lightweight nanomaterials could reduce

spacecraft weight while improving durability under extreme
conditiens. .
As these advancements unfold over the coming decades, they

lew:ll:ej:(:l);;eshap € industries while addressing critical global chal
uch as climate change and healthcare accessibility.

ting sl
tal 101

Conclusion
Nanot
entif? Ceﬁc_gﬁglogy Tepresents one of humanity's most exci
€IS-a tiny revolution with enormous poten
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pacts on' our lives. This field offers transformative possibilities
across diverse domains, from revolutionizing medicine with tar-
geted therapies to creating sustainable energy solutions and en-
hancing consumer products' functlonahty

However, realizing its full potential requires responsibly address-
ing ethical concerns while ensuring equitable access worldwide.
By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration among scientists
from various fields alongside policymakers' guidance on regula-
tion frameworks, we can harness nanotechnology's power safely
yet innovatively toward building a better future for all human kind!
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Aesthetic Value of Local Fauna -
Perspectives from Northeast Indis

and Assam
7akir Hussain

Introduction o
Biodiversity contributes SIgmﬁcaptIy to human well-p eing -
viding both tangible and intangible benefits. One such intan'

gible benefit is the aesthetic value of fauna, which €NCOmpagges
Imectjop

their ability to inspire awe, creativity, and a sense of co
to nature. Northeast India, including Assam, is known for it

extraordinary biodiversity, hosting species endemic to the re.
gion. The interplay between fauna and local communities.re.

flected in folklore, art, and daily life-underscores their aesthetic

and cultural significance. This paper examines the aesthetic valye
of local fauna in Northeast India, emphasizing their contriby-

tion to the cultural and ecological identity of the region.

Aesthetic Dimensions of Fauna
The aesthetic value of local fauna, with their unique visual, au-

ditory, and symbolic appeal, is truly a wonder to behold. Their
role in landscape aesthetics, impact on human, emotions, and
influence on cultural expressions is profound. For instance, the
sight of a herd of elephants or the vibrant plumage of a hornbill
evokes a sense of wonder and admiration, reinforcing the con-
nection between humans and nature (Kumar & Singh, 2020).

Northeast India and Assam : A Biodiversity Hotspot
Northeast India is_part of the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot,

Tenowncd for its unique ecosystems that range from rolling grass-
/115811
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ands to dense tropical rainforests. Assam, with its Brahmaputra
River and €xpansive floodplains, is a biodiversity haven sup-
porﬁng various h'flbltats. The_sc ccosystems enhance the aesthetic
appeal of the region by Fostlr}g species like the one-horned rhi-
noceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), which roams the grasslands of
Kaziranga National Park; the golden langur (Trachypithecus geei)
Jften scen in the forests of Chakrashila Wildlife Sanctuary; and
the critically endangered Bengal florican (Houbarc;psis
bengalensis), whose dramatic mating displays add to the region's
scenic charm. Additionally, the wetlands, such as those in Dibru-
Saikhowa, teem with life, featuring vibrant flora and fauna that
create picturesque landscapes (Choudhury, 2018).

Cultural and Artistic Significance
Local fauna have inspired traditional art forms, folklore, and fes-
tivals in Assam and the broader Northeast. For instance, the
rhinoceros, symbolizing strength and resilience, is often depicted
in traditional Assamese silk sarees and handloom designs, high-
lighting its cultural significance. Folk tales such as "Burhi Aair
Xadhu" include characters like tigers and elephants that embody
-wisdom andbravery, passing moral lessons across generations.
I k]?qll:i:n:@tl'u:Blhu festival-a major cultural event-the vibrant dances
© andisongs often:incorporate imagery and stories of birds like
' thelhornbill'and cuckoo, celebrating their melodious contribu-
- tions to the environment. Additionally, tribal communities like
ndos and Mishings  craft intricate artifacts and jewelry in-
'by:local wildlife, emphasizing the deep connection be--
en art and fauna (Das, 2019). *

. POERIAE .=-.T7‘4 o e B
- Avian DIvers ty.and Its Aesthetic Appeal

1 L,
t
|

rtheast Inc 2 qaradlse for birdwatchers, hosting over 850

d Species; many of:which are endemic (BirdLife International,

Tndian hornbill (Buceros bicornis), with its strik-

vibrant.colors, is a symbol of beauty and cul-

.G lyfﬁ atory birds such as the bar-
TR gt
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headed gOOSE (Anser indicus
{ands of Assam.

Eco-Tourism and Aesthetic Value
appeal of fauna is crucial in promoting
CCO-['

The acsthetic :
on. National parks such as Kaziranga anq M

) add seasonal charm foit
© e,

Ouy.,

ism in the €8l ondl b .
r wildlife, attracting thousands of .: angg
"Vlsitm_%3

celebrated for thet
f tourists not only provides o

annually. This influx o
penefits to the local commuunities but also fosters an ,
ton for the region's natural beauty. Wildlife photogra P}l:recia‘
cular, are popular among tourists, f“rtherini ;nd

TC-

safaris, in parti
ing the economic value of the region's aesthetic 5
Ppea]

(Bhattacharya & Goswami, 2020).

Challenges to Conservation
d ecological significance, local fauna

Despite their aesthetic an
face numerous threats, including habitat destruction, poaching

and climate change. In 2021 alone, Kaziranga Nati
ported 37 cases of rthino poaching, highlig%ﬁng t;gg a;er;:fslig i
demand for thino horns in illegal markets (Talukdar, 2022) SimI;t
larly, the deforestation rate in Northeast India, estirrlated a.t 3 6‘7-
annually, has led to significant habitat loss for species like.th.:
fg;l(%al Tf}lloncan anq Hoolqclf gibbon (Forest Survey of India,
e .eh egss? alarming statistics unc‘lerscore the urgent need for
cultuI:-Ial o c;ve conservation strategies that integrate ecological,
biod;"ef’sirv sc:iao-econpnuc .dn'nensmns to protect the region's
i, and aesthetic heritage. Loss of avian diversity due
restation also diminishes the aesthetic and cultural rich-

ness of the I'egion_

Case Studies
1. Th . :
UNESEC%nivHomed Rhlnoceros: Kaziranga National Park, a
tion of on horld Heritage Site, is home to the Jargest populd’
robust aﬂti‘.e- orned rhinoceroses. The park has implemented
poaching measures, including deploying armed for"
/11607
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st guards tmq drone §urveﬂ1ance, which have significantly curbed
poa ching incidents in recent years, Additionally, conservatign
programs such as habitat restoration and the establishment of
highlands within the park ensure these majestic creatures' su

vival during the Brahmaputra River's annual floods, The 2 :
thetic appeal of the rhinoceros, with its pr \ -

. chistoric appearance
and imposing presence, has made it an iconic symbol of conser-
vation efforts in Assam, attracting wildlife enthusiasts and pho-

tographers from around the world (Choudhury, 2018).

2. Hoolock Gibbons: India's only ape species, the Hoolock gib-
pon (Hoolock Loolock), is found in the forests of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. Their graceful movements and melodious
calls are a source of fascination and aesthetic pleasure (Kakati
et al., 2021).

3. Avian Wonders: The wetlands of Assam, such as Deepor
Beel, host migratory birds that enhance the region’s scenic beauty.
The sight of flocks of pelicans and storks in their natural habi-

tat exemplifies the aesthetic value of avian diversity (BirdLife
International, 2021).

Conservation Strategies

To preserve the aesthetic value of local fauna, conservation ef-
forts must integrate ecological, cultural, and socio-economic
dimensions! Strategies include:
th%é’ﬁ*Suéngtﬁenmg the protection of national
2! d é_,g&_ "s_gu:ainfs‘to "»s‘a_f_'egl.lard‘ habitats.

- ommiunity ilvolvi.‘f emgnfiThe ‘active engagement of -1ccal
communities in conseryation efforts, through eco-tourism and
education programs, is crucial. Their involvement not only en-
sures'the success'of! these initiatives but also fosters a sense of
rﬁponsihﬂl?yma-ﬁud nership towards the preservation of local

'faii"tiaié;l : e T
P e S .
3."Awareness Cam IPromoting fauna's aesthetic and cul-

er a sense of stewardship. -
Implementing strict anti-poaching laws

e LT /1161 /1
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d sustainable land-use practices.
an

Cond';faggc value of local fauna m Nor!:heast Indig ang
Tlftif;ranwnt to the intricate relationship between biog,
;; 4 human culture. From inspiring art and fo-lklore b
ing eco-tourism, faunq conmbu_tes to the feglpn's ideng;
hetitage. Preserving this aesthetic w§alﬂ1 ?e‘qulres ConCerteda
forts to address threats and prom'oie. sustainab]e Practice, gf.
valuing the beauty and qultural s1.gn1ficance (?f faun,, Wﬁ‘cay
ensure that future generations continue to find inspiray; oy thI::

natural wonders of Northeast India.
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Certain Aromatic Plants
and Their Medicinal Importance

Nibedita Baruah

Introduction :
Aromatic plants are those which contain biologically active com-
ounds and efsential oils that are volatile at room temperature
and give off an odor. They are mostly herbaceous. The odorous
volatile substance present in aromatic plants occur either as es-
sential oil, gum exudates, balsam and oleoresin in one or more
parts, namely root, wood, bark, stem, foliage, flower and fruit
(Joy et al. 2001 a.b 2014 ). Aromatic plants contain chemicals
that produce an aroma and they have many uses as in cooking,
.aromatherapy and medicine. Because of the pleasant smelling
of flowers or leaves, the aromatic plants have been used in dif-
ferent purposes and many of them are also used for medicinal
purposes. Many essential oils are extracted from the different
species of aromatic plants and these essential oils have good
fragrance and most of _them have medlcmal properties.

IR

Aromatic plants, herbs and theu;.gsgenual oils have been used in
traditional medicine, food prepa'!ratlon and preservation, religious

observances and cosmehc purposes for thousands of years. .In
our state Assurn, dlslncts havmg dlﬁerent tribal communities,
nﬁ%’ﬁéﬁl fn%dlanal p“lants still serve the

the traditional uses of aror
bal peop! Gple in splte of tremendous

needs of more than 60% bal pe

advancement in the field 't?,J" " dern a‘f_l_lg’fé‘thm'. Aromatic plants
seem to fulfill the requlr’_ “of curren ' current demand and future
development in hvestdcl{ J:?}?i%ﬂﬁ s r | J

It has been recorded that the%e are more iha.n-isoo known spe-

—

2
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aromatic plants and out of total‘ 1500 aromati,
nearly 500 species have been studied for thejy ChenI:ilant
Cal

d medicinal properties. And out of 500 arom,

aromatic an / .
d, nearly 50 species are found ag &b atie

plant species studie : .
cial source of essential oils and aroma chemicals while less ther.
S thap,

12 plant species are used on large scale in the industry,

cies of
species,

Around the world, ncarly 3009 aromatic. plants have been
plored for essential oil extraction, of which however Essenfix'
oil from 300 aromatic plants are commonly used., al

Uses of essential oil in therapeutic treatment are becoming popu.
{ar around the world. Aromatherapy involves the use of essen-
tial oils and aromatics derived from plants to cure diseases, which
are far better than most of the antibiotics, due to their safety
and wide spectrum activity having less side effects. Due to thej;
aromatic property for aromatic compounds, they have great im.
portance and popular in many human celebrations and festivals
in the form of cosmetics, soaps, pharmaceuticals, perfumes, cop-
fectionery, ice-creams, scented waters, disinfectants, scented to-

bacco and agarbathi.

Study Area : | .
This article is based on my study on aromatic plants of

Abhoypur Reserve Forest of Sivasagar districts. Numbers of
aromatic plant species are available in the area due to favorable
clisnatic condition. The area is inhabited by .zurubet of ethaic
people like Tai- Ahom, Tai- Fake, Moran, Motok, Sonowal
kachari, Mising, Naga, Miri including Tea garden and Indian
Nepalese. These ethnic people of the area use different types of
plant species in different aspects of their day to day life such as
food, fodder, medicine, wild vegetable, fibre and domestic Pur*
poses. Different aromatic plant species available in the area ar€
used by different ethnic people in their everyday life. This kntzl‘l?v:;

edge has accumulated through a long series of observations
111641/
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are transmitted from generation to generation

To get information regarding aromatic plan ‘
medicinal importance, regular field visit;) we:cs: Zggetl'llr?crli;:f’thn ot
regions of Abhoypur. Informations were gathered throug‘izlr iy
terview with tribal and rural people inhabiting nearby areas WII;I-
commonly use herbal medicines for different ailments. It ha(;
been found that many plants which grow wild are used by dif-
ferent communities as medicine to cure different diseases. Some
aromatic plants having medicinal importance are mentioned
below with the parts used for concerned diseases.

Table 1 : Detgiled list of enumerated aromatic plant species
along with their local name, family, parts used and disease con-

cerned.
S1. No.| Medicinal Aromatic|Local Name [Family [Parts used [Disease;

Plant Species conc-
. emed
Zingib- |Flower, | Hicco-
~ leraceae seeds and | ugh,
f rhizome | obesity
and
|diabeteq
Fruits and | Small
seeds POX,
anti-
allergic
reacti-
ons,
gastro-
intestin-
_ al issu
Fruits Used
as pain
killer
and
ointm- |

Bogi-Tora

Amomum’ {0 |!Borelachi |Zingib-

/1165 /1
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dltl(}n

— a i
4 | C. obtusifolium| Noga-dalcini Lauraceae_]ia;l‘{‘“Blo de"tlss

' er 5
5 C.tamala Tejpat Lauraceae Leaveg w

6 |Clerodendron | Nefafu Merbenacead Leaves H
colebrookianum

7 | Curcuma Bon-Haldhi Zingiber- | Rhiz- Used as pain |
aromatica aceae ome i
7 7 as antibioti
8 | Cymbopogon Citronella Poaceae | Leaf Useful fz)(;tirccf-
nudrus miting and
headache, he-
adache, ment-
uration prob-
lem, muscle
; s _ ! cramps etc.
o' | Eupatorium Germony — [‘Asteraceae| Teaf [Usedto stop
odoratum -Bon bleeding in
fresh cuts and
also good for
any stomach
disease and

post delivery
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B . . . roblem.
10| Glycorrhiza |Jastimodhu |Papilionaceae] Root Usi::din cough,
glabra respiratory
troubles;
prevents skin
from sun dam-
age, prevents
hairfall and also
regulate blood
sugar level.
11 | Hedychium | Bogi- Zingiberaceae Rhizome] Useful in arthri
coronerium | Champa tis, specially
used in bone
fracture and
hiccough
12| Houttunia |Mosundori | Saururaceae | Plant |Used instomach
corodeta problem and
dysentry
13| Litsea Mejankori | Lauraceae |Leaves | Usefulinin-
|\ cubeba 1|3 REESLS S8 Si e 0 land root| somonia,
3| Eoraien 3y | sl oF S | D urinary trouble
3 | Saepesreery 1 Dol v 0 loss of
. ' memory etc.
14| Ocimum | Ram-Tulsi | Lamiaceae |Leaves Useful in the
| gratissimum b and | treatment of
seeds | rheumatism,
cold and cough
' | rinary disorders
~ [15 | Paederia Bhedai Asclepia- | Plant | Plants are used
“1 - | foetida -Lota daceae - 0 vl foresote ™
throat, roots
are used for
hepatitis
16| Pandenus | Keteki_ . | Pandanaceae| Fruits [Used specially
'Odoratssirnusl o s for chest pain
£33 il ety 3 ¢ ir Y O P T 1
A iy

/1167 1/
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8 .ndmmcﬁonwiththew-
investigation 200 iy understood that differen
glan worded are used as medicine for g
M oS monthcbasmof'thelrtr&diﬁonu «
P, On the basis of their morphological structure, the
ol or medicine preparation may be different, fike for
*nd shrubs, the whole plant is used along With the leaf,
s and flowers etc. and for trees particular parts fike
jeaf, root, bark, fruit flowers etc. are used. The medicine
4 either as paste, juice, infusion, powder, decoction a
some cases for changing base or test of the medicine, sug;
<alt are added. Though. In this article only 16 plant species
lants are available which cannot be ¢

due to insufficiency of proper knowledge and study. It is in

cant to take steps to conserve these plants as most of the pl

are going to be endangered, some are already endangered, so
due to different anthropoge

P, By e e ; eofsuch i;"-.‘-
yith natural interferen

ields of nearby plac
cies will be helpful

! Wisdom behind :

/11681




Diamond Jubilee Speclal Edition
ECLECT 1C

Kanjilal, U. N. (2013). Flora of Assam. Government of
3. Ka ’

ASS:Tn'ji t Gogoi, M. G, & Tslam, M, (2006). Life-forms and
4. M

logical spectrum of the flora of charaideo sub-division,
biologl
Assam.

Itural Linkage between Southeast Asi:! fmd
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plants of Botanical Curiosity foypq .
North-East India nd iy,

Priyakshi Buragohain

Introduction :

What is Botanical Curiosity?

Plants have glways been a source of wonder for
Being thfe primary source of productivity, they noTany Teasons,
energy (in the form of food) to the organisms of (EIY Provide
levels, but also uniquely showcase the wonders of n . . Tophic
ways. Therfzfo.re,' several plant species are consiggggmn}‘any
enemy) [4] Such]:l hona_‘[) and adaptations (to environment a?zd
ferent rea . lik : aractf.:nsucs occur to certain plants for dif
sons like vegetation type, climate patterns, genetic ]

teria etc.
Why does North East India harbor such plants?

Around the world
Ly L h1 . . . .
II;:tdia with four hbts;cfs Zifs 'ngifuzrsg llzts]«%mts o
dia i : - , the North-Eastern art of
of e-th;i dogftgi tile I‘ICh?st in biological values with morg than
2,3]. In terms of 3 untry's total biodiversity (flora and fauna) [l
richest one in Indiaorisuc diver s.if}’ (flora only), the region is the
India region as the "[C] . Takhtajan (1969) considered North-East
the total flowerin Iradle of flowering plants" as nearly half of
gion [5]. In fact %tp ‘a nts of India were recorded from this re-
» 115 the geographical "gateway" 1O much of
//170 /
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India's flora as it is the transition zone b _

Malayan and Indo-Chinese bio-geograi)rlzge;gg;:dlag, Indo-
meeting place of Himalayan mountains with that of E]_:l)n .also a
India [Rao, 1994]. The highly humid tropical climate ?nltl;lsular
markable force for the wealthy and diverse flora in thels e re-
The unique bio-geographical position thus provides a ; egqn.
of habitats for featuring diverse floristic composition Wlljﬂf a 1811'011
level of endemism. [1]. It also results in the presence of numlgh
ous plants with botanical curiosities rarities [2]. Mentionasll;;
that, many of such plants are also endemic and endangered[4].

What are the plants?

Though North-East India consists of 8 states viz., Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipur,
Tripura and Sikkim; but Handique in 2000 has enumerated 16
plants of botanical curiosities with peculiarities and their status
. of abundance excluding the state of Sikkim [4]. This article is
* justian extension of that enumerated list, but it incorporates the

o

S Dy

1/& Photo-plate 1].

‘ = ‘i-* o‘i"?. : 2 Ryt R Y T TR W Y T e
 plants witk 'ted;n_ames,'-athen‘ families and a picture for refer-

A I; ._,;I ]:— ﬁ'ul-';-_ 3 ."‘?'-'._._'L ]
Plants of Botanical Curiosity found in North-East India
gEa’*mi]a‘” ‘| Peculiarity * | Abundance Picture
- - . Status Reference
ite Pic 1
Source: POWO.
Pic 2
1 Source: POWO
- Ingerec Pic 3
| Source: POWO
;.
Ef'-'

P4y

.- '*%i-'ﬁ 11711/



Diamond Jubije, Specia B

ECLECTI C
Mitrastemon [Mitrastcm- Root parasite | Polyend. m
amotoi | onaceac on Rhodo- cmic Source. P
y(:'l,l\?tjqkino) dendron Owo
Rh (?g:;:;;? Balano- |[Root parasite |[Endangered Pic5 ———
emis phallo- |phoraceac fon Rhodo- Source:
ides Jungh. _ dendron R ﬂ\I,amralist.or
5 |Monotropa- | Ericaccac Saprophyte |Rare Pic 6
strum humile Source;
(D.Don) H. INaturafist o,
Hara &
7| Epipogium  [Orchid- Saprophyte | Rare Pic7 ———
roseum (D. | accae Source ; Indiz
Don) Lindl. Biodiversity
Portal
8 | Crytosia Orchid- | Tallest xtremely {Pic8§
falconeri aceae saprophytic | rare Source:eFlor,
(Hook.f.) Aver orchid of India
9 | Nepenthes | Nepenth- |Insectivorous|Endemic Pic9 —
khasiana aceae and Source:India
Hook.f. rare Biodiversity
Portal
10 | Drosera Droser- ectivorous | Rare Pic 10
peltata Thunb.| aceae Source: Interna-
tional Carnivo-
rous Plant
Socie
11 | D. l‘:/l.;r};nllannu Drosera- [Insectivorous |Rare Pic 11 =
ceae Source: POWO
12 [ Thylacospe- [Caryophy- | Cushion Rare Pic 12
— Sﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂ Auaccae forming Soprce: POWO
gossipiphora i ?now b sare P P
D, Den ke Source:feFlora
T3 oo A appearance | of India
Wallnemx mDC aceae S_now ball Rare Pic 14
= like appea- Source:eFlora
15 rance ofIndia___|
?]-3 %b-;’%ﬂc;ta Asteraceae [Hot hopse, Rare Pic 15 '
Bip, sheltering Source : Flowery
inflorescence of India
by bracts
I

1720
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6 ﬁ—r_lobﬂe Polygo- Hot house, Rare Pic 1
Hook.f & nacae sheltering Slc 6
Thomson. inflorescence o s
by bracts
—

plate 1 : Pictures of the enlisted plants

Phot0

i’xc- 1. Aegmena delca ; Bﬂmophoga dioica, 3. Xylanche
llizﬁtlalca,q “Mitrastemon yamamotoi, 5. Rhopalocnemis
g oides, 6. Monotr“‘mhumﬂe,‘-’l Epipogium roseum,

Crytosia falconerjé_n?. Nepenth

-

/1173 /1
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peltata, 11. D, burmannii, 12. Thylacospermum

s . . S
€a gossipiphora, 14. S. graminifolia, 15.
Rheum nobile.

Pic: 10, Drosera
Sp, 13. Saussur
Obvallata, 16,

Sigm'ﬁcance of the plants with

. . . re 'On
'Botanical curiosity' for a 1€gt
WIth special reference to North

-East India:

/117411
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Flora of a country is onc of the major cconomic assets. In case
of India as @ developing country, plant resources have enormous
potent:ial and North-E.astcm region is the primary centre of at-
tention. While, covering 7.98% of the nation's land area, the
region accounts for 21.08% of the total forest and tree cov::r of
the country [Forest Survey of India (FSI) Report, 2023]. Ac-
cording to the samc report, total forest cover of NE Region is
1,74,394.70 Km2 which accounts for 67% of geographical area
of the region. It is much more than national level i.e., 25.17%.
Despite the fact that NE Region has a huge pool of floristic
diversity, it 1s not fully explored till date. Characterization and
estimation of these floras into fuller extent is need of the hour

and for that a well designed collaboration among concerned stake-
holders 1s must.

Apparently, all the mixed types of flora are equally important.
However, as per the plants of botanical curiosity is concerned,
ts are not C nly significant to the botanical community

)

but’;‘fa]:son_ fordlﬁ'er_' éifntry Inventorization
yopularization of': : cae;‘.ﬁuipose of botani-

ame time, it will a so lead to their effective

! nmtenan ‘conservation and sustainable utiliza-
AT I T S Tt Iy et - .

or k of the 1 Q.aet»pqpplatmn depends

resources, thus it is important to make

it ?ﬂj‘p’ushed into ex-

tinction because mosi - of these are. ngq ‘and endemic.
Again, such plants co! 1d also be the flags hip species for ciffer- -

ent environmental programme ol
cape s 1

(e e BT
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A comparative study on suryg;
as a monitoring phenomenop
Trial and Prison Break

"ance
In the

Kaushik Bhuyan

Surveillance refers to the monitoring of behaviour a

ties. It was believed to be used for intelligence gath

putting a check on crime. This popular view came ¢
challenged as surveillance is also seen as a violation
There seems to be an emergence of two groups - the
support surveillance and the ones who oppose it. It j
that society is moving towards mass monitoring wj
personal, social and political freedom. This also suggests the
‘emergence of a Totalitarian state.

A new discourse named 'Surveillance Studies' has come up, which
makes it possible for surveillance to be put under the radar of
many disciplines, and literature is one of them. The emergence

of this discourse could be attributed to Michel Foucault's im-

portant work, Discipline and Punish: the Birth of the Prison
(1975). In this book, Foucault discusses about the idea of the
. 'panopticon’ to relate his understanding about surveillance. The
idea of 'panopticon’ was however introduced by an English phi-
losopher Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century. 'Panopticon’ in
the simple sense, refers to a prison where prisoners are undef
surveillance of the guards. 'Surveillance Studies' scholar, David
Lyon remarks: "Michel Foucault's celebrated, and contentio®
historical studies of surveillance and discipline had appeared
that mainstream social theorists began to take surveillanc se;ls—
ously in its own right” (Lyon 6). Although Foucault's book W
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d in 1975, his analyses about systems of the mod

re the systems of the modern period were constr(:lcft:rg

gn the basis qf historical documents of I'rance. Therefore lit:r.

on (e e witten before 1975 and works ousde of France can
.»d through his idea on surveillance.

ublishe
eriod Wer

Franz Ka.fka is known to present bizarre pre-
nists. One such example can be seen
f Joseph K., in his novel The Trial (1925). In the
ter, K. is arrested and what follows is a series of
akes the reader question about the privacy of an
is under surveillance of a powerful authority.

ovelist,

German 1l
for his protago

dicaments
in the case O
opening chap
events which m
:ndividual, who

| with the lines: "Someone must have been talk-
l ing lies about.J oseph K., for without having done anything wrong

‘_ he was arrested one fine morning"(7). So, the novel opens with
| the arrest of the protagonist, but the reason seems unclear. The
| two warders who came to arrest K. never mentioned the reason.

When he asked them the question they simply replied, "We are
nog_,-ad;'teﬂ.you_th%?_ (9). This reply makes K. hopeful
of getting an __@%g:r’}ﬂpﬂpﬁty,;but the reason is
= eclased fill the end of the nove _ He meets higher officials

‘and advocates, but they too did
-y X ! .731‘7‘_;},_-

The novel opens

not provide an answ L e
The arre t-was itself bizatre as 5. was allowed to perform his
ofess1or al duties in the/ban! _K. wondered how he could go:
e bankif he was arces ested, The inspector replied, "You un-
od me wrong. You are und ,E-Z‘ég est; acfxtJ{My but that x}eed
It ‘business. You wont be
" (19). Even

ne -"":TJ“ n going t your business
ec to'do his duties, his life was put under
at-home was:10st. W hen the inspector

e his ace all

fene . .
nterrogation room.
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men who would work as t‘.lf‘t‘k.\‘ N the bank
Jorainad three av. he did not, enter a literal ‘pamm “_herc
K. workad. In & W ynment became one, fou, by
his surrpunding em T
on of prvacy \\mtimws i'n t‘hle. ‘satul'\‘::eqt!c‘ny '*“hi‘[‘tm
At ficst, his Sundays l‘t\‘.‘ll'}}vthc' ‘dn_\ n‘{ ‘u.s. \\;‘tjkl)' m.‘“: Ay
i< affice hours in Chﬁp[t‘.‘; 5 appx .-zrq o ‘t llﬂ'L er the Vigilanee »
. w who arrested Ko One ey c‘n.mg: W hen he Was sty -
the _‘k.‘f ! r‘h*‘ bank, he witnessed that his office tumeg Into at )
\\’03 kq:lf:ml;‘tl K saw three men who he later realised that, '[“?21
tnl:aR \::.1;\'1:113 Franr and Willem, anud‘ Elmf a third man wy hold.
ing a rod in his hand to beat t.hc‘.m (80). In lYtlH_}’tﬂf 9, even his
Life at church could be seen t"o‘be under survelllance K. was
suppasad to escort an Italian wisitor to the Qathedml, but in the
end found that he was sitting alone. The priest addressed K by
his name which surprised him. His statement- "Do yoy know
vour case I8 going badly?™ (194), asserted the fact that the Driest
was also a part of the mysterious organisation. Foucaylt said,
“Visibility is a trap' (200), and this seems to be applicable in X
situation. All the things that were visible were just traps. Every-
one who appeared simple like - Inspectors, warders, advocates,
painters, priests and so on, were all part of an unknown
organisation. Against them, K. was all alone, constantly under

surveillance.

The mvast

The Trial was published in the year 1925, A jump to the 21t
century will show the development of maay snphisticated sur
veillance devices such gas CCTV's and trackers. This makes
[HOnItonng over subjects much easjer This seems to be the case
1n Prison Break, an Amerjcap Television drama, created by Pau!
;f Scheuring for Fox in the year 2005. The protagonist here ¥
ag:’eﬁ?rdimt Qearly defined like in The Trial, Lincoln Burro™
Er thad Sc_:oﬁeld S€em to exchange roles with the progft;r
Wwho w rrees: However, Lincoln Burrows is the chard®®

> arrested. He too like Joseph K. was arrested for a ™

/1180 /I
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.d no idea about. The cause of hi . .
he h*e in The Trial. His arrest was a :e?‘ll?tfcl; Eené]oned here
certain STOUP- He was framed for the murdef ?neﬁt of a
Sreadman. the bmtht?r of the US Vice President i1c1) mTerence
Although the reason is mentioned, Burrows just like K ehshow.
‘gea WhY he was framed. Burrows, unlike K., did enter ac_l no
‘Fox Rivers State Penitentiary'. All his acti g_fﬁa prison
monitored and e only way of being free and proving 1::: i
cence Was escaping the prison. In the end of season 1, he dlﬁin &
with the help of his brother, but the visible free world turn:?l

out to be a bigger trap.

In season 2, he becomes a part of a manhunt. He along with his
prother and other convicts were trying to escape from the clutch
of prison suthorities. The problem became bigger as the FBI
ook over the case. Towards the middle of season 2, Burrows
comes to know about 'The Company', the group that framed
him. "The Company’ also had its members in the FBI, which
it more difficult for Burrows. In addition to that constant

ootages and news in the TV made things worse. Every-
went, tt se€l =i ye watching over him.
ed to be a part of the
lawyers, government

‘a part of "The Com-

ioht have been chapters

//181//
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that would have hinted towards the cause of th
also states, "Before the final chap-tcr, wh.lch 1s here ingyy, dc-d rog
ous further stages of the mysterious trial should have be Vay,

-1 dg,

C arregy

scribed" (216).

In Prison Break, the viewer remains in the dark aboy the apy
est

of Lincoln Burrows in season 1. It is only in season 2; one com
€s

to know of the people who framed Burrows. It is only in g,
4 that the entire plot is revealed. So, if The Trial wag ﬁnisgon
perhaps the reader might have come to terms with the entiEd
idea behind the arrest. Interestingly, in his interview wit, Digitra?

Spy, Paul T. Scheuring admitted that the show was only Sup.

posed to be of 22 episodes, which means only one season, I
to escape halfway

the interview he said, "The initial idea was
all up In the end of

through that 22 episode run and then wrap it
22. But I said, I can double that "I can have them escape at the

end of season 1 and wrap it up in the end of season 2 " Accord-
ing to him the network asked him to 'stretch it out' and g the
show went on for four seasons and was premiered for season 5
in the year 2017, but with a different storyline. This makes it
Clear that if it was not stretched, the viewer might not have
come to terms with the whole idea behind the arrest.

Joseph K.'s death and Lincoln Burrows' escape from it is note-
worthy. This maybe a result of their professions, as Joseph K.
worked at the bank while Burrows was part of a gang engaged in
small crimes. In addition to that, Burrows received help in many
ways, especially from his brother Michael Scofield. Michael
risked his own life to free his brother, In order to do so, he tat
fooed the blueprint of. the prison in his body, so that it would
help him in freeing his brother from prison. In the very first
episode when he meets Lincoln, he tells him, "I am here O get
you out*(Season 1, episode 1), Joseph K does not get any hdg
o his elatives. His uncle did come to his aid, but he sec™”
HOte concemed  about his reputation. His concern was M
/1821
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pimself, "Joseph, my dear Joseph, think of

ourself,
think k of your relatives, think of your good namc"(gog JOSS:ph
K. also failed to receive help from elsewhere. If he did, he might
pave been able to tackle the ones who victimised h1m

common trait in both The Trial and Prison Break can be seen
in the power hicrarchy for the surveillance systems. In The Trial
the two war ardens seem to be powerful at first. Soon, readers find
out they along with the Inspector were just pawns of the Court.
Again, the Court too is under the power of a bigger force, and
that force 1s not revealed till the end. In Prison Break too, FBI
agents Paul Kellermen, Alexander Mahone, Will Kim all seem
very powerful but are just pawns of the US President. The Presi-
dent toO 18 discovered as a puppet of the leader of 'The Com-
pany"- General Krantz. Here, the leader is revealed but his posi-
tion always remains dynamic. In this hierarchical system, if a
person of lesser pOwer shows authority he is punished. In The
Trial, the two wardens were punished for doing things they were
not supposed to do. This becomes more serious in Prison Break,
as FBI agents are either killed or their family members are hurt,

just like AlexMahones son, ; when he disobeys.

= e e “Iﬁ%r& i u_'il,- Lol % e S PR
In both the works under, the. sgrygﬂmce system there seems to
be the presence  of Whatg.ouls Althusser ;ca]led- the Ideological

e ol N

State Apparatus, ang_Ltpe-tRepresswe State Apparatus In The
Trial, the Courtroom, advocate: church and others can
be cited as examples,of t’hegdeof’“ cal‘ﬁState Apparatus These

msntutxons 1ry.to ¢ control (¥ ei:fs‘-t%f ﬁgh 1deology and per--
suasion. On the othgjhand. -

mg;of the two warders

PR gl i

could be regarded asa!;tamp ' TESSIVE, State Appara-
tus, as it tries to, contro 'sub ects 5 ce. In Pnson Break-
'Fox Rivers' and ‘Sona"a:eastral forwa examples of the Re-
pressive fState._Appa‘ra "' et o the ﬁ}iﬁanous private
rooms, hotels and Othﬂ%m ) ‘ 0P ons { "kepmg hostages.

"r‘- of the Ideo-

- /1834
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Jogical State A Fiade ghd : ’
' as it tries to persuade and punig] ;

the apparatuses, 110 wiy, Ove

subjects.
and Lincoln Burrows scem (o have
ave ¢

Both Joseph K. s ‘ )
relationship with woman. A closer look may hint the Felag:
ships were oD ly meant 1o gain advantage over the oneg Whll
- asher woman and Leni we, 0k
e ;

es over them. The Court w
a kind of bonding with thep,

y )
of the Court. K. developed nd of bot P

: did not scem useful. In Prison Break ¢ » Dut j
ended as both K too memn

Burrows had various rclat:ionsh}'ps. In Seacon 1, hig girlfri
was Veronica who tried cverytl_ung to prove Lincoln i'nnoc-;nd
In Season 2, she is killed but Lincoln does not mourn for locnt,
He only takes advantages of her discovery that Tefrerfg'
Steadman was alive. In Season 3, he developed a rela.ti(msh(i:;3

with Sofia which started because she too wanted someope out
of 'Sona'. In Season 5, again his relationship with Sheba only

started in order to accomplish his mission.

Foucault said, "Surveillance is permanent in its effects, evep if
it is discontinuous in its action" (201). It becomes evident in

both the works, as the ones under surveillance are never free,

Prison Break seems to have a more optimistic side as Lincoln
Burrows was able to defeat the system unlike Joseph K. Bur-
rows did have to pay a price, as Michael died at the end of sea-
son 4. What is interesting is that, even though both were written
in different time periods, and focus on actions based on the legal
systems of two different countries, the same effects of surveil
lance can be seen. This indicates that surveillance is a powerful
idea and it was the same even hundred years back. The subjects
under it are always at risk, unaware of their future outcomes.

Prison Break shows that one can overcome the power behind
surveillance, but not without facing severe consequences: 7

contrast The Trial shows Joseph K. completely defeated b the
/11841
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system. He however was not helped like Lincoln Burrows. The
Trial was open ended and a reader never finds out whether K.'s

ed after he gained some sort of victory over the
court or not. Both the works reveal how surveillance works and
how powerful it is. Somfmn'lcs, it 1s pc_nssible to escape and some-
rimes it is not, but monitoring of activities is inevitable. Having
eyes over an individual limit their freedom. Both the works high-
light it. They highlight the harmful effects of surveillance, and
they also tried to show how it is essential to control the mecha-
nisms of surveillance to a certain extent.
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Exploring The Absurd Elements
in Eugene lonesco's Anti-Theategr

~The Bald Soprano”

Pooja Bhuyan

Anti-theater deconstructs the conventional idea of the
undoing certain clements such as language, structure, fo ater by
the context. Historically, "The Bald Soprano” can be’locg? and
a post-Holocaust, post-World War position. But it dge :d at
present any such documents of history. However, it is compo?oc;

games composed in a circular manner to ca;.

of certain word
where characters are interchange
ge-

ture the human condition itself
sble. The theater of the absurd, being a product of the avant.

garde raises the shaky status of human civilization. In a musical
means 'out of harmony'. Its dictionary mean-

context, "absurd
ing is out of harmony with reason or propriety; incongruous,

unreasonable, illogical (Chaudhuri, 193).

In an essay on Kafka, Ionesco defined his understanding of the
term as follows: Absurd is that which is devoid of purpose...cut

off frqm his -religious, metaphysical and transcendental 1008,
man is lost; all his actions become senseless, absurd,

useless.(Esslin, 23)
the absurdity of
kett, Adamov
ct-matter that
works ©

Broadly, this sense of metaphysical anguish at
ﬁlilan condition is the theme of the plays of Bec
e 1(sco_, and others. But it is not only the subje

akes it the Theater of the Absurd. Much of the

/18671
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Camts and Sartre too has the themes of senselessness and pur-

oselessness of the human condition. Yet they differ from the
dramatists in the sensc that - th.c.y present their sense of the
traditionality of the human condition in the form of...logically
constructed reasoning (Chaudhuri, 194), whereas the Theater
of the Absurd expresses the senselessness of the human condi-
sion by open abandonment of rational devices of logical rea-
soning. The Theater of the Absurd goes a step further than Camus
and Sartre in trying to achieve a unity between its basic assump-

tions of human condition and the form in which these are
expressg:d(Chaudhuri, .194)

"The Bald Soprano” experiments with all the absurd tools to
establish certain fixities of life. But before delving into the ab-
surd elements in the play, we'should be clear that the Theater of
the Absurd is not a formal school practicing a definite mode of
writing. But rather those who are now regarded as Absurdists,
were individuals writing from different corners without any con-
nection to each other. It was Martin Esslin, who in his work
"The Theater of the Absurd"(1961), innovated a sect of expern-
mental play which includes works of writers such as Samuel
Beckett, Eugene Ionesco, Jean Genet, Harold Pinter, and to an
extent, Edward Albee, Tom Stoppard and Jean Tardieu. Eugéne
Tonesco ties up the beginning and the end of his play. It begins
where it ends and it ends where it begins. This circular way 1s
similar as in Camus' "The Myth of Sisyphus” (1942).Camus’
idea of the "absurd" claims that there:is-a conflict between what
we want from the universe (whether it be meaning, order of
reason) and what we find (formless chaos). "The Myth of
Sisyphus” talks about living a life devoid of purposes. Accord-
ing to the Greek mythology, Sisyphus was punished for all eter-
nity to roll a rock up a mountain only to have it roll back down
to the bottom when he reaches the top. Camus claims that
Sisyphus is an ideal absurd hero and that his punishment is rep-
resentative of the human condition: *Sisyphus must struggle -

s /187 1/
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and without hope of success." (Cruickshank
lonesco's personal life, 10 a great extent, led him to rajge Sucg
questions of cxistence. He was born in 1909, in the city of

Slatina, Rumania. He moved to Paris with his parents, Where 1,
o returned to Rumania. He Moy -

spent his childhood. Tonesc ! _
to Paris with his parents, where he spent his childhood, Toneg

returned to Rumania at the age of thirtecn and stayed for ovc =
decade. He saw the Fascist air blowing, the mass murder of trha
Jews by his own fellow friends. Ionesco questions the very e ¢
istence of God; for if there was religion and a God, how haq t}? )
Holocaust been possible? How could the two World Wars be
executed? So, he at once unsettled the entire cultural prinCiple:
that abide the human existence. This black chapter of history
shattered the illusions of so-called civilization, and man beg,y,
to question his existence. A new form of theater was necessary

to authenticate such questions- the anti-theater.

perpetually

The Theater of the Absurd was illogical, 'conflict-less', surreg]

and without plot. This is anti-theater where language seemed to

convey no meaning: the dialogues conveyed no 'sense'. Language

In this world had become a mere amalgam of stereotyped, mean-
ingless and clichéd interactions; words could not possibly ex-
press experience- absurd theater mounted its chief assault on
lme revealing its unreliability: It used everyday speech, tech-
nical jargon, wordplay, nonsense slogans, and clichés that dis-
tort parody and break down meaning rather than achieve com-
munication. {Chaudhuri,. 186) | a

"The Bald Soprano' expresses the futility of meaningful com-
‘Tumcaﬁol}-.‘m deer-nsociety,_ which is a key feature of absurdist
12 ?.l}’s'- The lc_lqafor '-Fhe play came to Ionesco while he was trying
ltO_. ‘ZMEI:'BIJSII Wlﬂ.‘_L the Assimil method. An idea struck his
:':égd?at , gle 'fepet}tive_ non-sensical plot of his Lingaphone
e c?n € compiled into an absurd play. It cynics and satl-
Tizes the failure of language as a tool for communication, and

/118811
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rc-imagmes the way in which language can be used to commu
fate meaning. Samuel Beckett's "Waiting for Godot" is in fac;
psurdist play which enacts the failure of language as a

ther a
The use of coll
mode of €0 unication. colloquial language
it cxtremcly lucid. But this lucidity has another pu rposegtorg;]-‘f:
lucidity captures the audience into mere confu-

The dangerous ==

sions. The script of "The Bald Soprano" is such that it gives the
1mpressmn that the characters are not even Iistening to each
other. Rather they are in a race to make their own voices heard,
like -
still readmg his paper: Tsk, it says here that Bobby
: My God, the poor man! When did he
th Why do you pretend to be astonished? You know
he's been dead these past two years. Surely you
attended his funeral a year and a half ago.
course I do remember. I remembered it
ngh y bu!g Ldon't understand why you yourself were SO
J*,'s"e ft in the 1 Mr _Smlth It wasn't in the paper.

. years since his death was announced. I remember

‘ .. (The,Bald Soprano, Act I,

dle'?Ml' Smi
very well that
remember that we
Mrs. Smith: Oh yes, of

‘-l -

" Th assoaaon-o ideas tha cq Qegb s with is no other than
9111' Wﬁm onesco, 'm;qaslhﬂs a dream situation
npon the stag _The w m:l ‘in his pla y "Ame édée" is an example
ch 2 worid , -vhere th corpse keep§ on growing within the

the ,. jle-aged couple and;(ater bursts out. IonesC
mﬁﬁf_ﬁ d eams ulte, clearly transgress th

“develop logically bUt

rules]ﬂ e. Dreams, do not“
'ﬁh ‘‘‘‘‘ _;- oCi tm of ideas_ communicates
et tides of eaniﬁ’gl.w'ﬂlls one-act play
s o Agptacte A au no logl‘
oglcal blabbers
s the time,
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redom. He has tried to exteriorize the anxie

bo N
to rdea«-secters ﬂ]rOUgh objCC’f’ to make the Stag(.:..SC“_]-ng . “-.0f
my charac ction into visual I.’Ctl‘l"ns; to Project Vl‘S‘ib[pC.ak;
lienation, to play with € im.

to translatc ”.]C a - remorse, a

ages gf fcarj,C;Cﬁ; C:x;;; d the language of theatre, (IUne?:Nh”‘I
have thus lﬂdc it clear that "usc of language to Make g' 132)
Ioggffg):;ais diiﬁcult, but not absolutely lmp Ossible." Jf it Y:':oul
llllelllvcl;ecn impossible, the very act of writing plays Woulg bi
meaningless. He tried to renew the language of: the theatre, ang

"o renew the language is to renew I:he conception, the Visiop of
the world". (Ionesco, 132) Through- The Bald Soprano”, Iollesco
succeeds in explaining the unexplainable gap betweep langy,

and communication. In theatres or plays of ShakesPeare, there
are loaded logical soliloquies that try to interpret humap Psy.
chology. In Ibsen, there is an attf_:mpt to showcase the Monotp,
nous boredom of life through different situations of ItTitatiy
and frustration. But, Ionesco, unlike other Absurdists, do not
profess through such literary dialogues. He uses simple collo.
quial language. Like, "Waiting for Godot", "The Bald Soprang"
too has one liners. These lines juxtaposed one after the othey
and then another leads to utter confusion. These elements of
confusion are used by almost every Absurdists to highlight the
confusion of the human condition itself. Like conventional the.
atres, Ionesco does not put up heroic characters, but simpletons,
who keep on discussing petty issues merely confusing the audi-
ence throughout. The clock is another significant absurd ele-

ment in the play. The time in the play is very indefinite, It keeps
on striking without a definite precision. The setting is claustro-
phobic like in other Tonesco plays. Human life moves in a circu-
. generation ends and another begins with the same
Obsessu?ns, nightmares, and anxieties". This spherical nature
appears in "The Bald Soprano. The final scene contains stage
direction to start the performance over from the very beginning,
WIth the Martin couple substituting for the Smith couple. The

words cease abruptly. Again, the lights come on. Mr. and Mr$
//190//
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(tin are scated like the Smiths at the beginning of the pl
pegins again with the Martins, who say cxactlyp:}?:;

The pla S 4
game 1in€s as the Smiths in the first Scene, while the curtain

SOﬁ—ly fa]ls, (Ad 19 42)
succcssfully loads "The Bald Soprano" with implica-

Jonesce o7

(ions that theatrc is 111adcq}xatc to present a human condition

which is sO confused searching for meaning about his/her exist-
between the intended meaning and the meaning

that is understood 18 achieved through the jumbling up of time and
pace in "The Bald Soprano". Instead of answering the questions,

Jonesco provokes his audience to guestion the absurdity of life.
Tonesco has revealed the tragicC sense of life through comic means.

Works Cited
Abrams, M.H. A Handbook of Literary Terms. Cengage Learn-

ing, 2009.

Beckett, Samuel. Waiting for Godot: A Tragicomedy in Two
Acts. Grove Press, 1952.

Bogard, Travis, and J. William Oliver, editors. Essays in Criti-

ciomn Oxford University Press, 1965.

Chaudhuri, ha Kuthari. Tdeas of the Stage: Selections from
Drama Theory. Gauhati University Press, 2010.

Cruickshank, John. Albert Camus and Literature Of Revolt.
Oxford University Press, 1959-0 v

Esslin, Martin. The Theatre of the Absurd (3rd ed.)- Methuen
Drama, 2001 S IR W TR

Tonesco, Eugéne, and Jack Undank. “The Tragedy of Language:
How anEnghsh‘:aner{Beudmf!-‘MyFlrst Play." The Tulane
A vol, 4 mo. 3, Mar, 1960, £, 2955 007 Press,
http:/ /Wj&‘&i’fé"fg??fablé?’i124841.,'A'éce’ésed 3 Nov. 2024.
Tonesco, 'Eﬁgéﬁéf?TﬁLéRBﬂaiﬂfS%ﬁmindfOther Plays. Trans-
lated by M. Alle 'iDiﬁ&,&?Gféif'gggrqgs;ﬂQSS:

II:Tronko, C. Leonard. 'E géne. _Sﬁch;)a%.lig%;es and( ff?rlil;:;r'-'
otes: Writings N he Theatre by, Donald Waiser evieW):
Modern D:;.f;;ﬁﬂ; 3’ wm’gg !"";;?‘pp:;&;ﬁ_5;348. University of

Toronto Press, Project MUse, ‘accessed 5 NOV- 2024.

/1191 1/




gCLECTIC mmmmﬂ“smtdg T
e i Ay
w° FFfE CEEE

1

T YOI 9EH o34 =RIRUR m R QT g a

fmmﬂ:ﬂwsmﬁ WA T Wlm%ﬁ'”
g;ﬂi\'rmﬁﬁmm @'MIWW%;*
R ) BT TCH (O SRS o3 R s oy,
Wmmawmﬁw%mm_mﬁ
Stare T, SRA-STLIS, WPA-SIFIH ST | M54y (o
mm,mm.wmﬁ%ﬁwﬁ,mm@w.ﬁwm
SorfE, NS IS, TORT Nt Koy @y

75 SIS dfeFlee @RI (T I
(TS WG (ST 918 I6A19 SIS T PGS 971 ey

“or ] T TTENS TV61 TS T AN IO AR TW003 (0 oy
(ZIIBIS 918 ST TR NE© A AT FRAWRNT W-R@J @Rz
e 2 R M | (08 [T Qb 391 TEe R @, oieer
IR I TSI QR IE & FANA CNT O g Aififee whis
TTe: (06 Hifee] (o7 579 | SR SR TefRe (@ds
HERITS FRRe | G2 TICS! ARG T A G, [T
TR QAR (9€F RTITeIE wienve SRk | .
TSP RITT (PRI 915 AL Il SR S R
ISLaT CTERIAIN 39614 1913 0 T1TR | COTIed 518y i (B
- A9 G (Spev), QIR SHE SE (spos), TR G
(33v0), el ETER o7 (spue) e 4RI Wi (339!
FLPTIC] (04T PP Sier-seTerc IR el SR

/119211




Diamond Jubilee Special Edition
gCLECTIC

Bferte AIETS (08 IIE o YRS S+ Y
A% iﬁmg@mmw%wﬁwﬁ (O A0 (o g o1
<opsTya SR CAITSP HIFTR 9B L 51 | SierRa Giaera sy
B WEre =B R AR T MBS A wrerrs
ST A SRS o7 b1 s AR ~RAer
Wwwwﬁsmﬁﬁmmﬁsml Sl
W%mmﬂﬁﬁi’ﬂ AR Yy | AR ST
W%ﬁﬂmwﬂmgﬁwwwlwm
et (e A < T, GG o e T T2
:—2@@1 STICE GRS U9 Y 11 4FIKICN8 FCoSIS
_;mew (OCEY 91 29! Cﬂﬁml‘ﬂiﬁ%
Um oY G @i eI AfRARTS Ael (@R -
' \O
o Ao S e e 3 o 7%
?@cﬁjﬁmﬂ%@ | RS Qe iz Tstafs SIS ﬁﬁsﬁ
11 " G AT S RS e oy
TS s ST KA g e o
W’WWWWM%WWWﬁW
s e, Al SerRdes e A1 ofoe el

- _::_:I}!{"'f-j.;. i

A 7 S 1 R S 7 21 S

B //193 1/
iy e - ";I'i!'llff_;"‘_:l'fl g -Er‘ﬂ"'?q = | :



Diamon ¢ :
ECLECTIC o dJuhﬂees"“ﬁ“Ediﬁo
oife] ¥ (OCEFT n

I, &1fadq 2
W@Wmﬁﬁmwc T w%m

yfarz |l
farrer v ) srre SEPIE LA Wmmi
ozl FeA @ (PFETI AATCT COTT 347 % off iy o

N A AR il ol
Wmﬁﬁma@vﬁgm@@w%mwm
B fiqle AN ARAIR I NSRS e Sy
i 1 SSG CO ST T ST O i oy
WQWIWWWWW#WM%W
I FEPIAITE (OSCETIR TR <RATTHIE ITTH 2B R i
45 SN Cm@gcﬂamﬁimwmlﬁs@
oI SHRAIEHI A AN O ORI (ST 2I51 17
73 AR @RS TET | SRS wsfelle [are [ sl amy
TR | SRS TR S (O[T Soi(E To7 1 95T Qoe
efe el

IR (70R ©IeE AHGIN Ters Jeiaicy wife 4k} [5

[y

- PR S (I ITa ARSI 51 <R S 1 | AR
- DY IS T (@MY @i | CoNg < e oo s @
mwa@aﬁ@ﬂﬂ@iwwmﬁﬁﬁmmsﬁ
SIS 2911 B @2 5 Wi g iR o SRR TR
IR AR (RIRIETIEMIC R Siey siwe s fa 7 @
- VRIS it ofk o | R v i e R AT |
R o S e | e a1 Wi cafeet | i AR TR

111947




Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

AE G W{RE (RIS (23S 5403 | (17 P @3] Gz
ﬁmmmsﬁ%m%mammmmeﬁw
ﬁ%mm,wwmamwwmmﬂ
ARG ﬁ@amrl’ Jm At SASIASE (eI ofet | M s 2

ifie | B IR 1S S e e =l oiza
el 1 @ B THRGTR 19© ISt 6| o Forgs e
foT Tl 31 NG MR I FAE THO1R a1 i<k Aot
Wq@:m@?a@ﬁ (IRIBIECS 2112 17 | Sicei f qe)
‘ﬂﬁmﬁaﬁf@m@@l QWWWWWT%T

51 O o1 SfR T (SIS AT T4 A1 s
Foilel | wwﬁww@mﬁaﬁwwz%
e @ <y R 4 C@T?W?I%;q’a
?"T@aaﬁcﬁl Wmmwﬁﬁﬁm
O ' - _ o ,

—H -h"_"'li l'\.s 1 'r'

3 TWW;W\W*‘W ’ s%ﬁﬂwﬁ‘@ Afi<E
it 1 [-i(e IS Bl RRIRE T PR
ﬁnmﬁ@?ﬁ@'*« ol (il hALAL

=

q ¥
-
-
ol
f

.~ ve—
. 1 2N B ra
- )} - . 4 L
” . A P e ' 2 (]
AT 42“, 3 i [
- - . ; mp
4 - § &
[ - i
- - N 1
- D, ¥
= Pl ‘



Diamond Jupj)
€ Spegi
Al r’di .

a2l S # IR =02 r@eu@%%
77 e TR (D9 T2fem =
GWﬁm$a¢h[

‘Gm

EcLECTIC

TGl G
979 | (@69 pEEE 99 |
{7 | ST, AT wale- 1, S-S Sy

s sTeles @ T sl 8@3{ fars
oA Slita ST’ WIS AR ST G N
<iwa foa Wi df=e=l Al 203 IS O @A oy %?;
Q. ©ires (Sl corw T A1 A1 TS (A7 i oy,
WWWlW@@?ﬁW%@WQﬁ@mﬁ%
7 | ©F (FIES aE= siivesfgiel Sl TR e S (mera e
e e IR o AT ST T ST AN 2 sy
s il eI e MQW@WWW%W
s 2N2CR |
SIS WIS AT FA T ] A
T2~ A, TSRS I AT R S IR 11T e
SSIT Toel(E O T SfeF S ¢ FIE SRR 2| 717 7iq
Wsﬁ@%@wﬁ@mmﬁaﬁaaﬁ@%@m,
Qs TR PRI Sisre TG A& TR0 1 @iy
TG!S R SIS FFAITOIE G2 51 (== | “aft 7
R CSHERET @Bt 5151 | “TIORD oS @ eie & 1 a3
B! o1l 1 CReR | (GARTIE FCRGToe™ a3 Fete «wite
SR I OIE 31 2 SNFHR TeeSew 7S =t 2ozl
HRAYS W2 ATl I (I A RN TR A
IR A G A B FSIACS ff 2w Teiie S
GRR TS ABIACH! GAIRCNH Ss Teloi 5 FHCEE W T
?ﬂi%ﬂfﬁmlﬁ%wwmﬂmiﬁﬁ @ WZ (AT
‘ ?! (RIS R TCRICR] TS oM1-CeT LIRCET | G0 T

11196/




Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

o) THTe TR ASIE 23 Ga11Z ale | TR G2

ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmmwmlwwmﬁﬁwmem

Sorgel RS (SNBZ TTZICTIT TOIF 1T F91TS GBI ARFPTEA
arerEd freTRT CRITAAIE RIS BHGIR (671 T2B | FHICT
GBS QT B! ANES SO A Co1eR, RGR TS G,
TS TS (Z SR | GIRAN ST (FIpaMS<hes! 2]
Ao «bt wRE Rt 39T FHI ARl e
IS R G2 EF TAMAT NS TR 0| THAALD
iR RS RIS T F19ITS RBoISTe! (I GoATMI <R
sroric W ¥ ST SRR SR TR AR QI ¢ Ko
<51 LR ATl SIECBITE @Bt LS siE SAffoe xR
] S IR SN WCHEAe Aghre I 9ol
SEATT ofF | 49N SFES I 9 @F smioT Yo o fSfuT
oI TS, (DT T T I I T | I G S
RAITH OIS e By Mz | SR eem THT S-S

P T ST S (O L e g <1
AT B RIS el STer < o i 2N T

_—,
=

R STEafe @S STERTAINT 518 (2R

R AR AR e afb | )
APl R ARUDI SCEc S S| S Sl F979
R b el e 411 CR0R || SISO ST < eI
SRR GTRR (TR IR b A0 Ao Ui
T HRTR | SRIRABA DO 1S, &1 Al ARGt ST AL &A=
P AR <1 006, e RAIRS 2RI A T T | i Zo1ce

AL 1119711



b |

el
4 LECTIC Piamond Jubiteq Speciy
RCLEC a ; i
R AL LIl FAEINE OBATE T4 A
PO N 1 ot LW‘@,\_Mq]Mi BHEAND kl‘lﬁ?\f) [']‘:m” Wi "ﬂ‘ R
4% o

H'?" ) ) . N g Ao -

qa e , i) @b Bt e W84 % F)qq f . @

.y WS s !.“fl .

ot SO AR | DA CFEITI G oy -sn"(f“
W Y, {5"

S o] G TG GIY AL SOTE LT P Toog oy

. B _ | P &

( oot i@ N fE, SN Sewa oy a
AL

O GIC I A SRR SIERL s
B e R I LT ACIACAS BIRR B LT
ENIE lfé'i(.m(.‘l-g‘m AR R RCTACTA A1 g "

wfare, e SNl Qi {3 e, PRAIT I ofeen g,
w5 @l i &6 ¢ NG il e ©ae fag (,;M% |
oé IR @, (O NI i il 121 SRt By fig
i) e T AR, CTRIE Y& W (09 o9 sliefi o,
o e RO (RTINS S (I MR gy
Rl IR B ARSI 2R | AT STHPIE S
ﬁ@:ﬁmww@waﬁm@ 4T (BB I @A I
CalTsp T AIEOTNRA A6HTSRAT RG-S, A (I A
comelET | CTAEE FAES 9] 915 &l ToATT I C20R T AfEr
T | SRS TR (R D@ SRS FS (98 Piaes | A
7 S8R (ADE WIF SISt $F e (©d WAIR WA
GRS G2 R FAISs ol R 7 Tarrl Ko
DR IES1 1 G ETOIR S FITEAIRITS S & TS w19l 3o R
9] o ot foaataresy SIRE® el FOIR @foR ARICH! AT
TS 174 0 | 7207 e e, Twia i e,
A6 7, HRE I S ReEe Wi e (el BRIl
M A Sl RO | e iy s aspie Rl o
mm‘ "‘“-m"ﬂﬂ‘mﬁﬁmmm 7197 QT SibiRele @ﬁ“j"ij
e e ;:?W"W S 37 < fafala 2ol T

/19811



Di ;
g CIJ_ECTIC amond Jubiles Special Edition

Wgﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁ catraixl wTR Rivsis’, ot pfostm ¢ afesy ==
e, TN  wofd T, 713 2@
oy TR, ISR 23251 S1% TP o 75wy, oz e

mﬁﬁ‘cﬁﬁ CQTC?NW@‘FW @ﬂﬁ’lﬂlgﬁqﬁ &

A i A IR
iﬁ,ﬁ@@@a Ao ST 9181 Si% T SEme, %2

:B:a s, CAICsi Wi pibetsr, ST piber FFes wm
frae, eite SR T, 28 25
v, 7&, e, “carestel T pibetEr, SeTE pfosw ¢ @fexy =i

Frae, Fofle o T4, 78 RS

2TAG! ¢
<, agmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁaww LD 2 S5 B, AFHIE: IeT,




ECLECTIC ,
mond Jubjee Specty F
Aitigy

Section VIII

Tourism
L and
egional Development



Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

038) vsfi
oiqes] AT BAHFeTP 051 G2IR (2038) T
@ﬁmﬂﬂwﬁﬂaﬁmmmm@mw
o S e TS <) TS S = Rk w2
i SGAET ST - 2
173 Coiferell | O SR AT 7{d'e

LN ~o{gsIE IS U5l FREIEE
ﬁm.qoﬁwwﬁq 38-%

Wqﬁmﬁatﬂﬁm o3 fiRa oD 1< Sigioie
i ﬂﬁwmﬁﬁﬁmlmm g1 fofere e
@qwﬁwﬁﬁm @I GF F19F TR @ TS o5
ﬁ;ﬂgﬁmmﬁmmﬁnwﬁmﬁmw
Eﬁmlw @251 TialiN S S et & K9 AGKY SG=e,
- oA GRS, (SR (I o1ord fof o1 sTagere et
TR B (2 | e WeAReT JIRAF GiTE oAl SRS
ARDIT® S (2 o-faeTT g9 WF I ifes JLB
RiZqIRISY | 0ob! PR RS 8¢-T A1 RAET #f31 I
et fveTeTaTaT Soiiee (il (BT 2R S Tfers=iw Tere
R =RGE T T S Fred| 8-HEege w6 [0
T e wi ZeeR o fsfe el mwwﬁﬁm{;
CTORAIR pfefet | 2ifierh YRete eliis (ERIT TSR SN
1 iz | eifegerers sercel GNP Wﬂﬁﬁ
RIS (3P ST I BTG Sy ST el Rz S
SRS, IP- st SiidRe gRew dfeate & TG R

/1201 //



Di ?
ECLECTIC "mond Jubilee Spegiy Paly
L]

S R
S-NIE B3R @ [ T SR e ity
o ™) i

[ DI RIS FRAPTCRISN [T ST T 727 eterporty oo
e wiE SRR F5TS (ST T TafeR | |y 'Wv?ﬂ:;
T 33%33 NIF Wﬂ—mﬁ Tﬁ“ﬁﬁh‘ﬂm‘(’i IS 1H f?f%;[ o WEI
SR RTINS A 7S RS | qeemerera arps T
Freraies TE 1 geH SIS ©F, {R-S11 3-+1f3517 | sifg Rt
@R SITAN MR {63 FORWIE INT SEFFer sy R;
(55 Fuse [Hfee fsyl (@sa), PRETIsH) 5 o
sifepT FRINREA | Falsrel S 9ids I @@= s,
mwﬁmq@ﬁ@amwm—wmmﬁamm
e e Wi el wies Rfege | go i e (IPIRIETS 2y,
(Bowe i NfNfReE o BHIRE (e ol R &hTie
Co1 IR #iRT R ST T BT SIS TeeT | A7 g
(A=) TR R[4 @RF g (BorCa] AR ffew | e
e TR =1 TS A WA IR IS Ife S 916 2
2 ot TR TR I GO @I =49l sy wrray
TSR TR FHNCRIT F3 2475 (F 09l NifeeT | sioifem @ hats
TITR G T SN SIS M G 07 s | SR
T S{b WS A T SiSferet! | cofeiteTes SN A arm
FEIR 79 SR AR @RIB G, @9 N Ceess TN
TR ZIEET CEbAR 21 A -t f onifie | sosE v
T AR ST ot OraghIds g w1 <513 wfsifeet | o
@%@aammﬁwwwﬁwﬁﬁ%wwﬁﬁoﬁmw@f
SBT3 ToHere?, s{fRcm i cafe s ol e 4f, W
T, SEICAE O Gq<phle si9 By | CiEsgers Tmie @ of
I G T 14T ol S CoAfec=iE T =Ryt

/12021



Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

ﬁa.ﬁaa@m‘@fmmﬂﬁmmm et ftfeat | gl sicare

o 7 g TZHS B Colfe TP ST, HHATT GIRCATS
oI & - A 12PTIRI a6t | y2ITRIa =zq A
e s A e B gfefent | g e wig) (-
Wm::ﬁ-’iﬁﬁ),m"mia, [ G e, ?,[Z?(*nq:.ama@.
G’“ﬁmmmm, off=f, 1% T TIea Ta 412 01
e fy Waere AT U W@%@ﬁ"‘?ﬁfﬁﬁ’tm'mm
ﬂﬁzﬁ;ﬁz@m i FIEAPIETCO! | FoRsRIA Tl O 2RI aﬁ@fzzm
qifEfest | amﬁaﬁm@ﬁt@:@maﬁﬁo@uﬁ
feferel | R1eitors &l S ¢ 0B SIfREI | AT, TR #He, G-
mq i30T AiTeT fit 2 weftfes 316 | CTIAER
m’f@ﬂﬁwmm | T AL e N |ReE
;ﬁ QeI LIPS I 3 Fherreits SIg QPRI |
qm-ﬁmqﬁmﬁm @ MR mwasﬁaﬁ‘ﬁ;%g
o | T el S S e ARSI A i
ot o7 ol S SRR DR 7R Ao TS |

.

' ear BRG] S-S 4T LT

. T Foiefeet | el
QAP @fi@l"i’ﬂﬁiﬁqﬁﬁa e % | AL
e Befds 17 81 A1 A LB Gl ";'__';{%‘_, Aol I
R P G 2171 S AR R A




Diamﬂ
nd ‘
1al gy
d“i
On

- st R, 37 BT, e
o) R I Reasil ﬁm@m@z%?ﬁfi‘wmml
R e, S, AR, S ' ’*rcﬁ‘r%@\%
Wm%ﬂaﬂm,@ﬁwqﬁﬁ@mw AT i, Qz%(
i AR fRes SRR ﬂﬁﬁmlT I 1 iy I,
Az TSI SIS WW R 215 i S
WWW @aﬁmwlﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁ
Qe g 5 afel TS offire o
: 8 YT fSrere o
o wifo e w12 Bfd o i, fra2 PG i) iy
lega S (ol o sAfFEse o &l g 23 el
firg e -1 SHIECT S EWW$
SR | RANERE TS SIE e 1R %Wc@mm;
o1 FfS e 3 e S M G ©
2 | 2B ES ! RISEE
@Wﬂtﬁﬂqm WW e
e SR 80 WD IO F U |
©F AHIT SIBH IS 8bBl @l O ¥ IS Sfre
SIS APTCR QIPPTRE W 1191 SICR | T (359 =N )
©fbl % 3fne ¥ RERCHI IR NORE NSRS
APHRS 2T &S JDIS IS C@f
e RIS RIS @ (SIS o1 o)
AN w19/ ey @WW'W P
o SRSl o o i (2l SHffece!
4T AT T | e st <N elfSTH1 FoR @
TR i Rvs » f"ﬂ*fefmcﬂ% ©
R ﬁmﬁﬁwm, o R i1l O
T O TG e ifR53 < JfeiC T
Bie R R CURLS

ECLECTIC

sfRre | 77 2



Diamond Jubilce Special Edition
sCLECTIC

" cTeifRaEa e AT, RetEts s sived wigeEE |
AR ’mqb,%n@qqf%@'a@ Se B |19 WiNa Pied A e T4
ﬁ@fm ol ARG IETIR TS | T4 G

. Waw,mm@mf@|w%m€wam

%mwmﬁ%ﬁﬁlmw,
W@:ﬁmﬂmwﬁm @559 O afifFFs | 2o
K ﬁm¢mm|mﬁ£@mmﬁ%m
e O SIAICRI SR T iR TS S
' X e Toige AR
< N O ANCIC SRl G A G :

q |W@WWWWWQWW
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%m@mﬁmaﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmmw
' ZW%NWWWWWWIW@( ©
ﬁ%owﬁﬁw@anﬁmm,ﬁmmﬁaﬁmaﬂwm

Wmﬁa 9©

7| ARG Wwaﬁﬂww‘iﬂﬁ@%
= - Wﬁ?awwﬁs aeTe RGPS TR



wli‘l‘%ﬂ -‘:l ;'
y

pCLECTIC

\,,,Wonw@nam@w
;{ﬂ;:mﬁ ﬁf;@ %! mgwn o1, ¥ STt %%%
o e A BT T SO T Ry
WWF’W@@@&WWI%W%W (S
ol WW%W@%WW@ :

o S U | (O S-SR e ;omm%jg:
iRl 38 SRS
qfe3! &7 20O 22, WWWWW%
o7 O S T TR ST T, Wfiop gy
ARGITH BICR, 1712 FITS SISI-HTHS Jeltasrny ST, 75,
eI SICE, ST SR | Woasye Skgoe e, iy,
IR W% Ll 98 Saifde Simifes ey U s
eI M-SR =1 G IR 154 191 3 e v
SO, RPISI-CIRRIB-NIGE 19 F5re Hegw e ) TRIZloprp,
E-AAHRISI-IRI2T-7YET 9IS Hege feine 1 TR,
CIRIZI=HRY- T8I S~4IT- (FRRRIN w151 @ I3 31T
QPTG TPID! Set-sfey SiTae e s (RIS 4R e

- V| MR (T WIg G FRS W1 SRS SR 4 Al

S5 |

*

o
oo
)

L X
.
50



Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

o

Section IX

Philosophy
and

Belief Systems




Diamond Jub; :
ECLECTIC ubilee Specig) Edig,
n

oo S SAJ
©° (Rl FETaH

@W@W@mﬁ%laim‘ﬂ@%%m
ST RN SRS SF-Res o, <

National Geography TR TP (BTACET (BT TR0 91 oy
(Femfees) wyfta GRRIRTHC 246N TR INRE | Termgs
@mg@m@wm’%w@%qum
e S (22 CICCE 2 =151® ALES A T© Wi wepgpe
WWW%WWWW@@HW

SSRCEIAIS I G STHCD! 2AFS F (AR
SITECOIE e T (WG ereTis NN o Fsiiert <! Gy
@@@WGﬁGIWWW@TWWRﬂW@Q@Wm
FH SIS ol SIS I G715 T 2T ARl | SiLfie Foiiwica
NIt 2o +5loe] SreT-CANIl 51 MRS | G ([@Zi9iis g5
Colo{T 11 ZF Tl SIS AN SRES G2 2oz o
o116 | @R SIS AT SICRIN TSR Gl T NI oA
et | GIR 370a MG <IN GRS sie Aiest eifvrs <
 ColRitT IS NSO SRS (RGNS WG (G - &G, SRR, TR
<N IR IG, RTINS, T2, A2, @O, I 2971 HTRe
CR TTRE (T HPCE Gl Sizgel piAfee] | @EHleiRg] shedd [@i<gb
TS e SRR 5299 #9127 ReaAifsoR wie w6l AR
AMZ[ETS SRS | 23S Mews 3& Jhe Sifes G siged
fﬁzgﬁ;"\flﬂww SIS T e sl | G
. IS, 55118, oIS ~ifeefaie] Sise el | 2

/1 208/



E(;LEC TIC Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

aqgl @RI NG G N8 @I 2| PR 2 sheq Tz
ol 7o @3 8L A g siftwe Shef tal e 64 she
g 7S B9 BIRRE | IR 7N HACH! IS e, s, #Alel-
R S371, IR, WG TN S 417 Gestvaa A R ez
ﬁ%ﬂéﬁw @ Io1 HIF TERIYE 2IRIeq W% <9 A
e IO SIS g W enfaez | Sy @,
agwa?ﬁw AR SO SfCS (OIS A< Tl T T
%@-WW%@WWWWW'
e~ A1 9% ST AT TS AT (2 T2 mjrg
SRt 91 A | GRS (R 91 1
e AT O S o S 1 S T
. i sl =i SR o iR 912w o Wiml
i Sz T S I TR T 1 oA R

e R A

7 < : '. . - .‘"_.-, E.~ r-k ~ ‘ ”'-
SR AT SR IR | ARCET &A1
L g o : 2y FE’”“\"J il I —
REE RN A9 IR S B e

- ﬁl‘-"c"-.;. -—' M‘&T"Tﬁljjg;._: i 23 U :‘ a: % '_”[‘ff P
~ARBIfeTS R Bl T ] T 21
a ' _;‘-‘: T, ‘ ¥ nlpm{‘%‘z‘ ) ." : \ : .; , 7 _(h-l‘-g i
o o plRADE e S A S e GLIEa




Diamond Jubilee Speay
al

ECLECTIC
Rdi“un

aﬁ@g@@;@wm@aﬁﬁiﬁ B TTE T oy
Siaee b1 AREE SR (R pOIE ~ifme ) g5 r??{Tg |
oI T SRR G F | (70 [l a'lrs’mﬂ;_; ! Ty
ifae i TSR | TR RIS S (I <O R frs \TTE'%;
TR IO IR SIS I SHI=1 Aot | o3 fifes ;';m
ENER FO T ARTICE (STISHFA WS B wis ;pﬁﬂtbﬁﬁ
=3 ge (FFIITAP (OIS e AITe] e 3 e ?rorp e
TS TRNRES BT S ezl SRR i W‘W:W
ST F-TA T & FEIE RS (OIS (o7 ?”_Tm'
R | RS TSI TS (9 RS RI T B ;[\I;Fﬂ?l
e 7oA IS WE© mmﬁmmw@”@a@r%%ﬁl
FreiEieir RErTNg WiiRs aEgged | eaes S—— - % |
TIES TS TofRie sedqs I2re] ﬁmmﬁ%ﬁm .
IR | O WG G& G SR G g C@@WWWW
oS (TR Qe | A =ET | (TR 90 @it Fifs Wc%s@z%
TS SIiR{ZE | G GV F90eT Tohs

_ SICRICS B3 (sfbs
€% 9] FICAR ARRS W< 375© 90 FIeoA 2haf{ ~
ORI A2 I (o0 9 e e

SCICS Jfer ARfRE (, SIS IS i) & BRI
T Gt e R il
= eI | S (TR 2REE o

N O IF R @RI N3®ee | &
2 CIETRIF 721 51 Bt sifpw]

N 125! W1 GBI S
ol 471 G PeTeies RE CleS it SR iEe
OIS T (TS 71 F41 e SIE '

(ST % wmalis T I SPTRLA BIR W wplZ i |

~OTATS 92 FUL AHCANE Gisfee
I R el iR

/121011



ECLECTIC Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

=i W@mwﬁmmawmqmww ACTA AT
wifS 4fRfRET | AR T3 T2 9311 o199 Tasiars coreics sfisfim
17 9= WY 9 FRMEE |
Tﬁlaﬂﬁvmi‘ﬂ@W@aﬁ%lmﬂmammw
wifee TR W Sitsl W WS S 9 Arww SR e
T GEH S e GOMHT Qe H | 9% o i Tt woa smfifs
FOT WS CRE | (VN (OS] AMa Srsita i s =)
SR SR 99 TARES C2fer Wi S K stigman s gon
IR SR | @I SN 9SG« SHE oafee | i
RZO Q0! (FT TR COTSHP SIS gaea] w3 fee | e
oS S R NEITT (FRAIN T Geeieat s oI coils
ZHN FR 4T IS TR T~ 591 | Socers [fey
SCETBAIR MES SHFONPEq NS TO© HHS STl Cafee |
TR 2RIR AT 43 &l el ol #1918 (et Saael
FRIRCE! | 43 501 &S I =iy Re cofewi =iz siee | o
(R IR G T THFAT 1S qET® (AF e} 51
SFOHFES 6191 AR (SCASIHGEN SITHAIGAPTIZ QIS S SR |
G2 9T IO GOl KT SifesT vo | wiwig sfizq iiesers
T 2T (F ~M1¥) wiifeet IR Fepiasg she | @3 shewq
CARTSTIET FCIE 61 T SAie Si¥rs | we Fies Wit s
CFATIICE 23S oS IR | G2 I 241 =g #/51 QST BroiRre
A&l T=0e] SOl I AW BelH (312 TS H 37<E (FaAiBhe
TR COEENTF M5 411 T (ST ANTH Wsfo
T SfRfee | 1% 21 S (RIS Sl (SLes 6ee TS FRR |
COCATITHET 4T AL S GG IS Isliogz o2l B
ToAES T=oftF o1 ol Taifee | oot Aets Iz A% o
@ 3 O SR ITARGZ oA I SE A | AT

/1211 7/



ECLECTIC Diamond Jubilee Specia) Edition

W FEIGIT TS G T T AP A5 IR 3y
wafe | shedq REprs AR TS T1 AT SRIFS wifeey
CTETE TR I I T 29 79 TTS 20! $oF FfRR

S CAlIRl Caifee | Ol Wi g 1! iRl wiifes aiHaRe | gy

He (@ZTAIA ETF O, FEACEHT, 863 AR AR G

RS TopIate Colfet | 1S COSTEIR il <Roles woT® 513f |

RN (PSB! B! 212 HFT TR Srosiia AR T nizmes
J99IR (TR (FCIGATS FOCH! AR W IF T gore *9o42 Bare
A (ST TR AINS 72 AN (AT TGS 12 TR it
(ofoRIR S TN MWIRWCA WAl “1i2fRe (@, SlT@=ie @IERS
(OROF Gy 1R 531 (3 SR | S =l (ordrs wmrs
WWWW&WW?W%? (O] %
F{erCeT IR AR (. T S R 2= < (TS S Terz |
53¢WW%W|MYW,WW
PP (IO iR R 71 | R TR S 151qo
<0 R FOFID! 1< R et s vy | Sttt R




Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

pCLECTIC

Fathers are the Sun and
Mothers are the Moon

Kalyani N Dubey

In the intricate fabric of life, fathers and mothers play comple-

mentary yet distinct role§ in s_haping the emotional and psycho-
Jogical well-being of their children. The metaphor of fathers as

4 mothers as the moon poetically captures their unique
he sun, symbolizing strength, warmth, and guid-
the role of the father, who provides direction, se-

ance, reflects . .
line. Meanwhile, the moon, representing gentle-

curity, and discip ;
ness, comfort, and emotional depth, mirrors the mother's nur-

and intuitive nature. This article explores the

turing, protective,
found impact on a

th of these symbolic roles and their pro
child's development.

The sun is often associated with energy, vitality, and unwavering
presence. S ilarly, a father embodies these attributes in his
child's life. His influence is seenl in several key aspects. Fathers
traditionally assume the role of providers, ensuring the financial
2nd material security, of their ‘families. Beyond tangible asscts,
they provide safety, guidance, and a sense of stability, much like
how the sun's warmth fosters life on Eaith. Fathers instil discl-
pline and resilience. ‘They. often set boundaries, enforce rules,
and teach responsibilit');. 'THEir hppfqa@ fosters independence,
ambition, and pérsev“ ance m their, __'childre‘n.Just as the sun
brightens the day and dispels darkness, 2 father encourages his
ohildren to face life's challenges with COUIAE® and determing-
tion. His gu1dancehelp's ﬁfﬁl;éﬁ.ﬁgﬁ? thf: Tworld with confi-

dence.
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th its gentle glow, represents comfort, love "
L nd

. \nal intelligence. A mother embodies these traits, o
emotion 1 b 1;{11(‘0 to the father's firm presence. ey im vid.
ing a (T}"‘:;] x‘v‘avﬂ- Mothers are the primary source of ldvj "
felt li_ljs:i‘q“m ¢y for their chi Idren. From infancy through ada '
Eﬁi:?f'h‘c}: pmvi;it‘ care, noqrislyncnt, ‘and _unco.nditioha] 10‘:,12.
et Tike the moon's soft light soothing the night. A Mothe,
fosters emotional intelligence, cmpathy, and kindnegs She
teaches her children how to process feelings, 'dCVGIOP CoOmpgs.
sion, and maintain strong Interp e:rson.al relationships.L ik the
moon's gravitational pull influencing t.1des,' a mother's INtuitioy
helps her understand and respond to her child's unspoken Deeds
She provides comfort, reassurance, and a sense of belonging
A harmonious household requires both the sun and the moop

While the father's strength prepares children for the externa]
world, the mother's warmth shapes their inner world. The idea]
upbringing is a blend of discipline and love, structure and fley.
ibility, ambition and emotional well-being. Just as day and night
complete a full cycle, the presence of both parental figures cre.
ates a holistic and balanced environment for a child's growth.

In contemporary society, traditional gender roles are evolving,
Fathers are becoming more emotionally involved in child-rear-
ing, and mothers are taking on financial responsibilities. Regard-
Iess_ of these shifts, the fundamental essence of their roles re-
mains unchanged. Whether in traditional, single-parent, or
blended families, children thrive when they receive both the
stl;crength of the sun and the comfort of the moon.The metaphor
ga faﬂi'xers as the sun and mothers as the moon beautifully en-
thé’;“ ?tes'dtfe complementary nature of their influences. Fa-
offer II()J:W mtugul dance, discip line, and resilience, while mothets
a balanc:’d dmon’ and emotional depth, Together, they create
velopment f{?:con“mg environment essential for a child’s de
more harmcniougmﬁfmg and valuing both roles ensures a brightc’
s Iuture for the next generation.

/12141
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The Cosmic Influcnce in Astrology

Astrology has long connected celestial bodies with human traits
and familial roles, with the Sun and Moon holding profound
symboltc mgmﬁczmcc The Sun embodies the father's presence-
radiating authority, vitality, and identity-while the Moon mir-
rors the mother's €ssence, representing emotions, nurturing, and
intuition. This cosmic analogy extends beyond mere symbol-

ism, profoundly shaping an individual's personality, emotional
well-being, and life path.
to explore the astrological significance of

d mothers as the Moon, delving into their
d the essential balance they create in

It is very interesting
fathers as the Sun an
unique roles, impact, an
shaping a child's destiny.

The Sun, a powerful force in astrology, governs self-expression,
leadership, and life purpose. Its placement in a birth chart often
signifies the father's influence, shaping a child's core identity. A
father's role, much like the Sun, is multifaceted. The Sun repre-

sents selfhood and direction. Likewise, a father provides guid-
ipg._rcpose, and sense of 1dent1ty, helpmg shape his child's
'?Jus as the Sun S rays ‘sustain life, a father

d deJdermmatmn in his child, pre-
nges_}vflth courage and persever-

= o lw-a'n d X ﬁ qctuallzatlon Fathers,
= msp1re their children

't i‘e'ﬁ*éh'th n‘ fulI ottl' and strlve for greatness

tlS cons:tdered the primary

?a_uthonty, discipline, self-
' lacement in a birth

,- ates ‘r-'ﬁx;; m@ﬂmm jence - and relationship vith
: L'EJ ., Rl o

L . ,,a,_
.

E‘!’-EE Wﬁﬂﬁ’m fﬁ“"ﬁ’”i Tlt‘;'\”‘t Jluj Wll . J

=
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ope, especially in a male's chart. It signifies fat.hcrs Persona].
C . . '
fS:y I':t"mxs health, and influence on the native's life.
y o « ]

A strong and well-placed Su_n (_in its own sigr; {.,co, Exa!md- in
Aries, or in friendly houses) indicates a powerful, aut orltan},?,
and respected father whercas a wcgk or afflicted Sun C(debﬂl-
tated in Libra, in ecnemy signs, or with malefic aspects like Sat.
urn, Rahu, or Ketu) may indicate an abscnt,.strlct, or .Weak. fa-
ther figure, health issues for the father, or strained relationships,
9th house is the natural house of the fat_h(?r. A strong Sun here
indicates a righteous, disciplined, and guiding father..The S}m in
10th house signifies a father with a strong professional infly.
ence, often holding a position of authority whereas the Sup in
4th house may create conflicts with the father or lead to separa-
tion. Interestingly, the Sun in12th House indicates the father's

absence, health issues, or foreign connections.

Sun in Leo (Own Sign) reflects strong, powerful, and respect-
able father. Sun in Aries (Exalted) indicates a courageous and
influential father with leadership qualities but Sun in Libra (De-
bilitated) confirms a weak or absent father figure, potential ego
clashes. The Sun with Saturn shows strained relationship with
the father, cold or distant interactions. The Sun with Rahu/Kety
may indicate separation or karmic challenges related to the fa-
ther. The Sun with Jupiter shows a wise and spiritual father,
strong moral values.

Chanting the Aditya HridayaStotra or Surya Mantras, offering
water to the Sun (Surya Arghya) during sunrise, wearing a Ruby
semstone (only after consulting an astrologer) and respecting
fatherly figures and following dharma (righteous living) are few
tasted rémedies to make an'afflicted Sun turning into powerful.

/1216 //
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her while ar afflicted Sun may indicate challenges, ego

;lict; or absence of paternal support. » €80 con-
The Moon governs emotions, intuition, and nurturing ener
eflocting the mother's profound influence on a child's emotiogi
world and 1€t security. Key aspects of the Moon's role in as-

t]‘OIOgy includc.

oversees feelings, instincts, and subconscious pat-
other, like the Moon, provides warmth, emotional
4 unconditional love, forming the foundation of her

ological well-being.

The Moon
terns. Am
support, an
child's psych
Just as the Moon governs the tides, a mother's care shapes a
child's emotional landscape, fostering empathy, sensitivity, and
the ability to connect deeply with others.The Moon's phases
influence moods and inner awareness. A mother's intuition en-
ables her to anderstand her child'’s unspoken needs, offering wis-

dom and compassion in her guidance.

Astrology underscores the vital balance between the Sun and
Moon. While the Sun (father) directs outward ambition and struc-
ture, the Moon (mother) nurtures emotional intelligence and

:nner harmony. A well-balanced upbringing integrates both in-

fluences, fostering ‘holistic development.

In Indian astrology (Vedic actrology), the Moon (Chandra) is
considered a crucial factor in determining one's emotions, mind,
and maternal influences. The Moon represents the mother, nour-
ishment, mental stability, and emotions, Playing 2 significant
role in shaping an individual's personality and life expenences-
The Moon is the primary planet that represeats the mother il
birth chart (JanmaKundali).* =ee

1":““’_' wili Rl SHEH pala) I
It signifies the nurturing, protective, and emotional bond between
LX) i i e e 1121711
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the native and their mother. A strong and well-placed Moon. (in
exaltation, own sign, or benefice iﬂﬂl_lf-_’nf—'e) indicates a loving,
caring, and supportive mother. A debilitated or aﬁ‘l.lcte.d Moc_m
(by malefic planets like Saturn, Rahu, or Ketu) can mdlf:ate dif-
ficulties in the relationship with the mother, emotional instabjl-
ity, or lack of proper maternal care.The 4th house in the birth
chart is the natural house of the mother, ruled by the Moon. A
strong Moon in this house signifies a nurturing and protective
mother.The Moon in the 10th house can indicate that the mother
plays an influential role in the person's career and sociz}l status,
The Nakshatra (lunar constellation) in which the Moon is placed
further refines the qualities of the mother. For example,
RohiniNakshatra often signifies a loving and devoted mother,
while AshleshaNakshatra may indicate a mother with a more
controlling or intense nature.If the Moon is weak, afflicted, or
placed with malefic planets, it may lead to emotional distress,
psychological issues, or a strained relationship with the mother.
Remedies like Chandra mantra chanting, wearing pearls (Moti),
and moon-related donations help in balancing the Moon's ef-
fects. In Vedic astrology, the Moon's placement in a birth chart
profoundly affects not just a person's emotions and mind but
also their relationship with their mother. A well-placed Moon
indicates a strong maternal influence and emotional well-being,
while an afflicted Moon can suggest challenges in these areas.
Astrological .Perspectives on Parental Influence

The positioning of the Sun and Moon in a birth chart offers
deep insights into parental relationships and personal growth,
Sun Sign Influence reveals how the father's presence shapes con-
fidence, ambition, and identity whereas moon Sign Influence
reflects the emotional support, habits, and nurturing received
from the mother. Sun-Moon Aspects harmonious Sun-Moon
alignments indicate a balanced parental dynamic, while chal-
lenging aspects may suggest struggles or contrasting influences.
In modern times, parenting roles have evolved, yet the funda-
mental essence of the Sun and Moon remains unchanged.

/1218//
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whether in traditional, single-parent, or blended families, the
interplay of paternal guidance and maternal nurturing contin-
aes to shape destinies,

The astrological correlation of fathers as the Sun and mathers
as the Moon beautifully Wlustrates the dual forces that govern
human life. Fathers instil strength, identity, and direction, much
like the Sun's radiant energy, while mothers provide emaotional
security, intuition, and care, reflecting the Moon's gentle glow,
By understanding and embracing, these celestial influences, we
gain deeper insight into parental roles and strengthen our con-

nection to the cosmic order. Just as the Sun and Moon harmo-
nize in the sky, their combined energies create well-rounded and

thriving individuals.

The astrological correlation of the Sun with the father figure
and the Moon with the mother figure are well-supported by his-
torical texts, psychological frameworks, and empirical studies.
Whether through ancient traditions, modern astrology, or psy-
chologlcal rcsea.rch they remain central symbols of paternal

andi _‘gﬁh”élS" /Moon's placement in a birth
un " *identlty, ambitions,




' C [Jiamo d Juk:
pCLECTI " Iuh""espeﬁ

Section X

Workplace
and
Well-being Studies

220/



s

ECLECTIC Diamond Jubilee Special Edition

poes Workplace Spirituality lead to
raising Well-being Among Healthcare

professionals :
Examining the Role of Gratitude

Jyotsnali Chetia
Prof (Dr) Papori Baruah

Introduction :

Despite enjoying all the material comforts and luxuries of life
offered by advancement of technology, today's people come
across a sense of loss and a feeling of meaninglessness. This
pervades all corners of life and thus affecting the overall
wellbeing of the people. 21st Century employees demand some-
thing more beyond material benefits to nourish their whole self.
They constantly search for a work environment where they find
meaning to their life and nourishment of their mind, body and
soul. Spirituality. at work has been associated with many indi-
vidual-level work outcomes: It is an extremely important driv-
ing force for the sustainable and healthy growth of any organi-
zation. Spirituality 1s a multifaceted concept and there is no
universal definition of: this construct. Workplace spirituality is
defined as the recognition of an inner life that nourishes and is
nourished by, meaningful work that takes place in the context
of 2 community (Ashmos&Duchon;2000).In the organizational
context, workplace spirituality is defined as a framework of or-

ganizational values evidenced in the culture that promotes em-
ployees' experience of: transcendence through the work process,
facilitating their sense of being connectedness to others in a way

that provides feelings oficompl teness and joy(Giacalone&
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Jurkiewicz, 2003) . : :
rituality (WS) 1s opcrationa]jSed

For the study, workplace sp1 i .
3 construct consisting of three dimensions. The inner life 4
mension means the presence of inner strength which a4 ind¥-

S1C y

viduals to carry out their actixii_tics at the WOrkpla,
(Ashmos&Duchon,2000). The meaningful work dimensiqy, éxc
plains self-csteem, job involvement, intrinsic work satisfacti, _
and affective commitment (Rego, ct. al. 2007). A sense of comn
munity is the feeling of belonging to a community that jg par;
of what increases the spirituality at work (Albuquerque ¢, al

2014)

Gratitude (GRA) is an emotional state of mind in which op,
feels the appreciation of having received something duye ¢,
someone's good intentions (Emmons&Crumpler,2000). Gra;.
tude is a complex term and can manifest itself as an effect of
emotion. The scope of this study is limited to gratitude ag a
disposition. Grateful disposition describes the tendency of people
to respond with grateful emotions to the role of others in thejr
positive experiences and achievements (Emmons&McCullough,
2003).Gratitude plays a crucial role in enhancing personal as

well as social well-being (Bartlett& DeSteno, 2006).

Employee well-being (EW) is an important concern for organi-
zations. It refers to the quality of employees' functioning and

experiences in the workplace (Grant et.al., 2007). Employee well-
being is a significant topic in organizational iife and is one of the
greatest challenges facing leaders today (Fry et al., 2008). Em-
ployee well-being can take various forms such as physical well-
being, physiological well-being and social well-being. Employee
well-being is important to organizations because it characterizes
organizational health. A healthy organization is one character-
ized by intentional, systematic and collaborative efforts to
maximise employee well-being and productivity by providing
well-designed and meaningful jobs, a supportive social and orga-

/122211
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nizational environment, and accessible as we]l as equitable op-
portunities for career and work-life enhancement. The charac-
teristics of a healthy organization are to maximise employee
well-being because it affects employee productivity.

In many previous studies spirituality has been found to be sig-
nificantly and positively associated with grateful disposition
because people with high levels of gratitude are more inclined
towards spirituality. (Emmons & McCullough, 2003; Mahipalan
& Sheena, 2019). Further, the relationship between apprecia-
tion and spirituality is reciprocal.(Fagley & Adler, 2012). Grati-
tude as an element of appreciation could be seen as both an
expression as well as the cause of spirituality. Gratitude can fos-
ter spirituality because spiritual people, experience more grate-
fulness in their lives than less spiritual people. A study among
different age cohorts of adolescents, emerging adults, and other
older adults revealed that personal spirituality was correlated
with positive psychological traits including gratitude.(Fagley &
Adler, 2012).Similarly, while examining the impact of spiritual-
ity on all forms of employee well-being and it shared a positive
relationship with the emotional, social, psychological, and spiri-
tual well-being of individuals. (Barton&Miller,2015). It can sig-
nificantly enhance individuals' feelings of well-being and satis-
faction which emerged as a more valuable predictor for well-
being than Big Five personality dimensions (Adler &Fagley,
2005;Wood et.al., 2009). Individuals bearing a grateful outlook
on life expsrience an escalated sense of physical and psycho-
logical well-being (Emmons &Mccullough, 2003). Thus, from
the above discussion, it can be confirmed that gratitude is a cru-
cial element for enhancing physical and mental well-being.

Th'eexisting'.literature.-pn workplace spirituality favourably linked
spirituality to various work-related outcomes such as employee
engagement, commitment, performance, job satisfaction etc. The
growing literature in the field of spirituality at work can be at-
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dern workplace environment.Modern emplg,

challenges such as b}lrnout, absenteeism’ emq
y d stress-related issues that deteriorate thei;

tional exhaustlc(zlllligal wellbeing. Workplace spirituality ha o
mental and psy . Juence on employee well-being by €n
ted to have an IMEEER= =0 = » 2L Stud-
.sugges‘ finked workplace spirituality to employee well-being While
ies that l-nﬁng ‘ntervening variables are not adequate. Many pre.
n_momz‘si arches suggested examining empirically the relatiop.
vligusbémeen workplace spirituality and .employee well-being
by ncorporating mediating and moderating variables in np,
pfoﬁt organizational settings.-Healthcare Institutions are such, ,
non-profit organizational settng where PCOPIC demanq holistic
care from healthcare professionals who .conmbute to thgn health,
involving patience, empathy and emotional bonding, in a holis-
tic perspective as they are dealing with 111'ness and sqffermg daily
(Kashi &Ganesh, 2006). Health professionals consider that the
difference between the healthcare professions to other profes-
sions is the authentic caring behaviour and the commitment to
quality patient care (Bolton, 2000). Individuals having compas-
sion toward other people, experiencing an inner consciousness
in the pursuit of meaningful work is termed workplace spiritual-
ity (Petchsawang& Duchon, 2009). However, healthcare pro-
fessionals often experience unique challenges in their work en-
vironment that can affect their job outcomes. Being one of the
most sacred professions, healthcare professionals need to expe-
rience inner consciousness in pursuit of meaningful work to excel
1 their vantage care towards serving humanicy. Woskplace spin-
tuality to a great extent can play a crucial role in creating such a
health_care workforce that can turn all the adversity experienced
n their workplaces into positive feelings and step further ©
gfjlzlz‘;‘; ta greater purpose for the benefit of society at large. éﬂ
ality at v::rt]’g ?Ill‘;—'lpfesent study is an attempt to see how aifhngare
professionn s uences employee well-being among he 0
Dals m Assam a state in northeast India. Therefor®

assess the role of workplace spirituality and gratitude in enhancing
12247
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the well-being of healthcare professionals this study sets the

following ObjCCﬁVCS

The Ob_]eCtIVCS of the study are

a. To investigate the relationship between workplace spirituality
and Employee Well being

b. To find out the relationship between workplace spirituality

and Gratitude

c. To examine the role of gratitude in workplace spirituality

Employec well-being relationship.

Research Hypotheses :

H1la: Workplace Spirituality is positively related to Employee
Well-being.
HIlb: Workplace spirituality is positively related to gratitude
H2: Gratitude is positively related to Employee Well- Being
H3: Gratitude moderates the relationship between Workplace
spmtuallty and Employee Well-bemg

i __v' ‘-57! L “E;'_r'-%f"‘“ 'f.r

' 1: ., depict : @E relatlonshlp;between workplace
ality and employee v ellbemg wﬁh gratltude as a modera-

':_ rofessmnals
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consisting of doctors, nurses and employees from adminigtr,.
tion of healthcare institutions in Assam. The sampleg were ge.
lected on the basis of the convenience sampling technique, The
researcher had personally administered the questionnaire ¢, the
respondents at their working premises. The data were collected

from 358 respondents,

Measures
To measure the workplace spirituality construct three dimen,.

sions of workplace spirituality- inner life, meaningful work and
sense of community are adopted from Ashmos & Duchon, 2003
and a 2I-item scale has been used to collect the data. All the
items were marked on a seven-point scale in which seven repre-
sent 'strongly agree', and one represents 'strongly disagree’, Rep-
resented by these three dimensions of workplace spirituality was
analysed as a single variable in this study.

Gratitude was conceptualized and measured using the seven-
item gratitude questionnaire developed by McCullough et al.
2002. All items were measured on a seven-point scale with one
indicating 'strong disagreement! and seven indicating 'strong
agreement’,

Employee wellbeing was measured using the Mental Health Con-
tinuum Short Form (MHC-SF) developed by Keyes, 2009[20].
Fourteen items MHC-SF has a SiX-point response format rang-
.ing from zero (never) to five (every dav). As a part of the direc-

tions for respondents, MHC-SF provides time frame options of
Past month' or 'past two weeks, For this study, the time frame
option of 'past month' has been used.

Data analysis tools

Based on Partia] I east Squares (PLS), SEM has been chosen for
da?a analysis. In recent times PLS-SEM has been gaining popu-
larity among researchers in the field of. social sciences due to its

/1226 //
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flexibility with smaller sample size and softer distributional as-
sumptions (Chin, 2010) WarpPLS 8.0 was the software tool used
for PLS-SEM (Kock, 2017). WarpPLS is innovative PLS-based
software for SEM, and it has some additional advantages over
any other PLS software. For instance, WarpPLS assumes the
data to be non-normal as well as non-linear and auto-corrects
the coeflicients accordingly. The analysis in PLS-SEM follows a
two-step approach wherein the first step is the assessment of
the outer model by establishing reliability and validity, which is
followed by validation of the structural model through hypoth-
eses testing (Hair et.al, 2014).

Results and Discussion :

Demographic profile of the respondents

The demographic profile of the respondents is presented in Table-
1. Among the samples, 43.3 % are male employees and 56.7%
are female. With regards to education, 45% are graduate, 48.3 %
are post-graduate. 26.7% of employees have less than 5 years of
working experience and 73.3% have more than 5 years of work-
ing experience. Among the employees 8.3% are below 25 years
of age, 55% are 25-35 years of age, 33.3% are 35-45 years of
age and 3.33% are above 45 years of age.

Tablel: Characteristics of Sample (N=358)

| E_I No |DemographicVariables — ~ |percentage

1 [Age ~  [Below25yrs = | 8.3
. |25-35 years 55
. |35-45 years 33.3
T e DR |Above 45 years 3.33
2 |Gender - |Male 48.3
Sev. .| Female:s - . 56.7

3 Education® = = |/ Graduate ™ 45
. | Postgraduate | 48.3
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Less than 5 years

4 | Years of experience
More than 5 yearsg

Reliability and validity test

Table 1 shows the correlatio_.n cfoeﬂ‘icienl:g, reliability Score
square root of Average Va.rl‘ance Extractions. One of thcs ang
dard measures of reliability is Cronbach's Alpha valye v, San.
acceptable if equalling 0.70 and above (Nunnally, his
Composite reliability score is also used to assess reliabiljfy, ;
PLS-SEM, and the value is mterpreted similarly to the Aly In
value. Validity includes the establishment of convergent Pha
discriminant validity. Convergent validity is present w en atrﬁd
factor loadings and the Average Variance Extracted (AVE) , e
above 0.5 (Chin, 2010). Discriminant validity is assessed Usi;e
the (Fornell &Larcker, 1981) criterion. Accordingly, the squ arg
root of the AVE of every construct should be higher than the
inter-construct correlations. The following table reports the cor.
relation coefficients, reliability scores, and the square root of

AVE for all the latent constructs.

Table 1: Correlation Coefficients, Reliability Scores and Square
root of AVEs

Construct | CR | Alpha| WS [Gratitude | EW | WS*Gratitude
WS 0.93 10.89 [0.831)

Gratitude | 0.88] 0.83 [0.63** (0.762 |

EW 0.89 [0.87 [0.67*** 0.51%**[(0.811)|

S*Gratitude [0.85 10.79 | 0.29%*| 0.17%* |0.25** (0.724)

Note: WS-warkplace spirituality, EW-employee well-being
**%p20.001,**p?0.01. The figures in the parentheses indicates
the square root of AVEs

The reliability scores for all three latent variables were satisfac-
tory. As far as validity is concerned, factor loadings for all the
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constructs were above the threshold of 0.5, and cross loadings
were minimal. Further, AVE valucs were also 0.5 and higher
than the inter-construct corrclations. Thus, reliability and valid-
ity of all the variables werc established and thercby validating
the outer model. A multicollinearity test was also conducted by
the software to ensure that there was no overlapping of the vari-
ables. All the VIF scores were below the threshold level of 3.3,
which is the norm in PLS-SEM (Kock, 2017).

Results of moderation analysis -

Following the assessment of the outer model, the inner mgdel
was evaluated. The inner model represented the hypothesised
relationship between the constructs. .Inv PLS-SEM, path coeffi-
cients, R square values and effect sizes were reported for tt.le
inner model. Figure 2 shows the structural model after analysis.

Figure 2: Results of the Moderated Model

Note : WS-workplace spirituality, EW-employee wellbeing,
GRA- Gratitude, WPS*GRA-The interaction term which is a
product of WS and GRA. **p<0.01

Figure-2 shows the structural model after data analysis. The path

coefficients along with effect sizes are reported in Table 2. This
clearly shows that workplace spirituality has a significant posi-
tive influence on the well-being of healthcare professionals.
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F”“;;:” Macnm g!;‘;C[tJ Size CO"‘-‘]Usion
: ? l‘W 0.79*" . argc Supp()rted
wPS ?(‘R/\ Y 537 0.28 Medium | Sy e
&) ~N . : ‘ ‘ e
WS TORA— e |02 equn | Suppony
SPSTGRA? EW][0-29™ 15Medium | Suppores
o
*xp<(.01
That means that healthcare professionals, who experience spiri.
ruality are experience more gratefulness in their lives and being
happy throughout their life. Research lefllmed.workp]ace Spii
anacea for waning well-being(Stivastava&Gupt,

lityasap . ital i
%Zt)).[A study using 214 hospital staff of a hospital in Indone.

sia reports that WPS had a signiﬁc_:an.t positive -effect on em-
ployee engagement and EE has a significant positive effect on
mental health(Astuti et. al., 2024). Another studyfound work-
place spirituality influences positively psychological well-being
through self-esteem [Awan&Sitwat, 2014]. Similar study reported
that workplace spirituality has a positive relationship with emo-
tional, psychological, social and spiritual well-being(Pawar, 2016).

enhances employee well-being even

Also, workplace spirituality
during remote work(Aboobaker, 2022).Moreover, workplace

spirituality, empathic concern and employee well-being carry 2
positive association among them(Yadav et.al., 2022).

Workplace spirituality has a significant positive impact on grati-
tude. Individuals who experiénce spirituality may express grati-
tude and appreciation and thus increase positive attitudes and
serve as a coping mechanism towards adversity. There exists
positive association between gratitude disposition and employ€e
well_- being. Many previous studies have shown the influence 0
g:g;g;fii,o n various positive outcomes. Expressing gratitude and
i psyz}:g{:, 1s one of the various interventions offered by pos*

gy to increase happiness and well-being (Rash et.a%
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2011). Gratitude 18 one of the most powerful and beneficial
character strengths that generate a variety ol psychological ben-
efits, including preater life satisfaction, Mourishing, optimism,
positive emotional style, personal accomplishment, self-esteem
as well as reduced occupational stress, Apart from these, grati-
tude has some physical benefits too. These include improved
sleep quality, blood pressure, heart rate and increased psycho-
logical coherence (Jackowska ct. al., 2016; Lyubomirsky et. al.,
2005). Gratitude enhances the enjoyment of positive experi-
ences and serves as a coping mechanism, enabling individuals
to.view adversity positively and develop resilience ( Lyubomirsky
et. al., 2005).

In addition, gratitude drives employees to experience overall
life satisfaction. Further, the interaction variable shows a signifi-
cant impact on employee well-being indicates gratitude as a
moderating variable in the relationship between workplace spiri-
tuality and employee well-being of healthcare professionals. The
significant interactive relationship between gratitude between
workplace spirituality and employee well-being is supported by
the findings of the study. Gratitude generates an atmosphere
where individuals feel more satisfied. The results of the study,
hence confirmed the moderating role of gratitude between work-
place spirituality and employee wellbeing. In the presence of
gratitude, spiritual practices enable people to realize their own
self-actualization needs. Workplace spirituality promotes an
enabling culture for employees by creating an integrated and
harmonious life by enhancing employee well-being by fulfilling
all types of well-being.

For interpreting effect sizes, Cohen's 'f2! is used.It is an effect
size used to 1ndicatethe standardized difference between two
means wheref2>0.02 be considered a 'small' effect size, £2>0.15
répresents a ‘medium’ effect size and f2>0.35 a 'large' effect
size (Cohen; 1988). In this study, workplace spirituality was
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be positively correlated with both gratitude 44 e
found tO L being. G ratitude was al§o p051t.1vely related to em‘
ployee W€ dditionally, the interaction effect of ;

cll-being. A : . Spir
plecen‘(zcgli;)tftl,gc had a COI}S.]dCI'B:bIC influence on the Tehtigﬁ:
flhlitg gcrween workplace spirituality and employee Wellbeip,

L cd cocflicient for the current model was 0.66, B
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ t the model incl_udmg the moderatm.g effect exmal-ﬂl
66 percent of the variance in employee well-being, TO estimay,
the changes in R squared due to the moderg.tor, a direct 1 el
was run initially, and th@ R squz}red of which was 0.58. Thus,
gratitude explained a unique variance of 8 percent in employe,

he positive sign of the path coefficient for 1,

well-being. Also, the :
interaction term indicates that gratitude strengthens the relation.

ship between spirituality and happiness.

The objective of this study was to explore the possible paths
between workplace spirituality, employee well-being, and grat;.
tude. The results of the analysis support the stated hypotheses
confirming the relationships among the constructs. All the path
coefficients were significant, which led to a logical conclusion
that significant linkages do exist between spirituality, gratitude
and employee well-being. These findings are in line with the
limited but insightful findings of the past studies although in

different contexts.

Concluzinn :

The results of this study provided support for all the hypoth-
eses. 'I'hes.e findings make a significant contribution to facilitat-
Ing organizational health and to the existing literature on em-
giﬁeg Well-_being and workplace spirituality. Employee well-
consgtirlitan Important aspect of a healthy organization. It als0
ishin €S an important determinant of organizational flour-

g (Illies et.al., 2015). Hence employee well-being is @ con-
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r organizations which is one of the greatest challenges
faced by contemporary leaders (Fry et. al., 2008). Workplace
spirituality is a workplace feature that can enhance multiple
forms of employee well-being without impairing any other form
of employee well-being (anar, 2016). The employees could
experience long-term happiness if filled with a sense of mean-
ing while doing a job. When employees having inner strength
develop interactions with others and experience a sense of com-
munity, they might fulfill their need for socialising which in turn
is pivotal for their well-being [Davidson&Cotter, 1991). This
study also attempted to study gratitude disposition as an inter-
vening variable between workplace spirituality and employee
well-being relationship. After analysing the effect of gratitude
disposition, it can be concluded that gratitude strengthens the
relationship between spirituality and well-being. In other words,
spirituality- well-being linkage is stronger for those employees
who feel more gratitude than others.

cern fo

The study holds many implications for the healthcare sector of
the state as a whole. The healthcare sector of Assam is con-
fronted with many challenges such as inadequate infrastructure
faaht:e'é,‘qga}i‘ql_tjrjfﬁl"ﬁ'dé?‘éﬂd;h‘btt&geof human resource caus-
ing severe impediments to the progress of the healthcare sector
ts coupled with prolific work schedules
irited at work. Despite all the
healthcare professionals dis-
sards serving humanity. Therefore,
rom addressing the external fac-

o create a workplace

| wi 121 'p_ljczyce wellbeing 1n

S

h spiritualityfor enhz
; ctor.
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